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ONSOZ

Glnumaz dinyasinin en énemli giindemini olugturan “gevre” diinyada mevcut olan tim
degerleriyle korunmasi gereken bir bitiindir. Bu bitlinin en énemli pargalarindan olan bitki ve
hayvan varliklarimizi korumak, bu canli tirlerin gogalmalarini ve gelismelerini saglamak hepimizin
en onemli gorevleri arasindadir. Bu dislincelerle, gevrenin korunmasi ve gevre duyarliiginin
artinimasinda olumlu katki saglayan herkesi kutluyor, tim canlilarla birlikte sadlikli ve temiz bir
dinyada yagsamak dilegi ile sevgi ve saygilarimizi sunuyoruz.

Bu kitapcik, dogal zenginlikleri ile adeta bir doga cenneti olan ve 3 buyuk kita; Avrupa,
Asya ve Afrika arasinda bir gegit bdlgesi olusturan Kibris Adasi'nda yasayan kurbaga ve
stirlingen tlrlerini yerli ve yabanci doga severlere, keza bu konuda galigan bilimcilere tanitmak
amaci ile hazirlanmistir.

Ada’da 3 kuyruksuz kurbaga (Anura), 3 kaplumbaga (Testudinata), 11 kertenkele
(Lacertilia) ve 10 yilan (Ophidia) tird yasamaktadir. Toplam 27 kurbaga (Amphibia) ve siriingen
(Reptilia) tird renkli fotograflari ile kisaca tanitilmistir. Bu eser 1989-95 yillari arasinda yapilan bir
calisma (Gogmen et al, 1996a), Béhme & Wiedl (1994), Baran & Atatlir (1998) ve son
zamanlarda Ada'da gerceklestirilen diger calismalar esas alinarak olusturulmustur. Eserde
izlenen sira su sekildedir; Tirin Latince ismi (koyu ve italik), yaninda tiri bilim dinyasina ilk
tanitan kisinin ismi ve tiirQi adlandirma tarihi (eger "cins" ismi sonradan degistirilmis ise yazar adi
ve tarih parantez iginde), hemen yaninda yine parantez icinde tiirin Tirkge ismi ve eder
mevcutsa yerel ismi, altinda koyu bagliklar halinde tanimlama, habitat ve biyolojik 6zellikler ve
dagilisi verilmigtir.

Bu kitapgikta yer alan bazi fotograflari ¢eken kisilere ve kitapgigin hazirlanmasinda

emegi gecen herkese ve bilhassa Ege Universitesi Basimevi personeline tesekkiirlerimizi sunariz.

Bornova - 18 Ekim 2000 M.K.A.-B.G.
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FOREWORD

“Environment”, which is one of the major issues on the top of the agenda of today’s
world, is an integrated concept that should be protected along with the other existing values of
our world. Protecting an important part of the environment, our fauna and flora, and providing the
means for the natural propagation of these species are some of our most important missions. In
this respect, we congratulate everyone who have contributed to the conservation of the
environment and we extend our regards with the hope to live in a healthy and clean world
together with its entire living organisms.

The aim of this booklet is to introduce the amphibian and reptilian fauna of a nature
heaven, Cyprus Island (a transition zone between three continents: Asia, Europe and Africa), to
the native and foreign nature lovers, and also to help scientists studying on this field.

3 frog and toad species (Anura), 11 lizards (Lacertilia), 3 turtles (Testudinata) and 10
snakes (Ophidia) inhabit the island. All of the 27 reptile and amphibian species are represented
with colour photos and short descriptions. The information within is mainly based on the work of
Gogmen et al. (1996), conducted in the years 1989-95, Bohme & Wiedl (1994), Baran & Atattir
(1998) and also other recent studies on the herpetofauna of Cyprus. The scientific names are given
in bold italic, followed by the name of the author of the species together with the date of naming
(the last two are given in parentheses if the original genus name is changed); the following words
give the name in English, with the local name in parentheses (if any), followed in the next lines with
identification, habitat and other biological features, and its distribution.

We acknowledge with gratitude everyone who took some of the photos used in our text,

also those persons who took part in the publication of this booklet.

Bornova - October 18th, 2000 M.K.A.-B.G.
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1. GIRIS

Kibris'in herpetofaunasi hakkinda bilhassa son yillarda giderek artacak sekilde yapilan
calismalarda (Schmidtler, 1984; Schatti, 1985; Osenegg, 1989; Schatti & Sigg, 1989; Wiedl &
Bohme, 1992; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gogmen ef al.,, 1996a) Kibris icin endemik olan yeni bir
yilan tirti, Coluber cypriensis (Schétti, 1985) ve yeni bir kertenkele turii, Ablepharus budaki
(Gogmen et al., 1996b) tanimlanmistir. Ayrica Telescopus fallax, Vipera lebetina ile Natrix
natrix' in taksonomik durumunun problemli oldugu, Bufo viridis'in ise subspesifik durumunun
belli olmadi§i belirtilmistir. Kibris'taki Rana ridibunda dmeklerinin Israil'den tanimlanan yeni bir
tir, R. levantina oldugu da belirtilmistir (Schneider et al., 1992; Béhme & Wiedl, 1994). Basoglu
ve Baran (1977) tarafindan Kibris'taki Chamaeleo chamaeleon populasyonlarinin nominat
alttiire ait oldugu belirtimis olmasina ragmen, Béhme ve Wiedl (1994) Ada’daki populasyonun
Dogu Akdeniz'li bir form olan C. c. recticrista alt tirl ile temsil edildigini belirtmiglerdir. Ayn
calismada Kibris'taki Ophisops elegans populasyonunun Hatay (G. D. Anadolu) populasyonuna
benzedigi vurgulanmigtir.

Budak ve Gogmen (1995) tarafindan Kibris'taki Lacerta laevis populasyonunun diiglik
bir olasilikla da olsa iki ayri populasyon halinde olabilecegi belirtilmistir. Ayni arastiricilar Kuzey
Kibris L. laevis populasyonunun Adana ve Mersin civarindaki nominat irk, L. laevis laevis
orneklerinden (Budak, 1976) bazi 6nemli morfolojik karakterler bakimindan ayrildigini ve Werner
(1936)" in vermis oldugu diagnostik karakterler ile iki populasyonun ayirt edilemiyecegini ortaya
koymuslardir. Boylelikle Osenegg (1989) ile Schatti ve Sigg (1989) 'in bu konudaki siiphelerini
dogrulamiglardir. Budak ve Goégmen (1995) ayrica saptanan farkliliklarin tir dizeyinde
olabilecegini ifade etmisler ve belki de Kibris populasyonunun L. troodica seklinde tlr diizeyine
cikartilabilecegini sdylemislerdir. 1999'da yapilan serolojik bir ¢alisma (Tosunoglu et al., 1999) ile
Ada'daki Lacerta populasyonunun kesin olarak farkli bir tiir oldugu ve L. troodica olarak
isimlendirilmesi gerekti§i acida cikartilmistir. Dolayisi ile bu tir de Kibris'in endemik tirleri
arasina girmistir.

Ada'da yasayan Ablepharus populasyonu ise uzun yillar komsu ana karalarda yagsayan
irk, Ablepharus kitaibelii kitaibelii olarak kabul edilmis, ancak Gogmen et al. (1996b) buradaki
populasyonun bagka ve yeni bir irk oldugunu, keza Turkiye ve Ermenistan'da dagilis g6steren A. k.
chernoviye benzedigini belitmisler ve buradaki irki A. k. budaki olarak isimlendirmislerdir.
Schmidtler (1997) daha sonra Tlrkiye ve Yakin Dogu'yu kapsayan bir bélgede tiim Ablepharus
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populasyonlarini gdzden gegirmistir. Kibris'ta bulunan formun ayri bir tir oldugunu ve akraba
irklarin israil, Suriye ve Tiirkiye'de de dagilis gosterdigini belirlemistir. Bu yiizden arastirici
onceden alttiir olarak Gogmen et al. (1996b) tarafindan tanimlanan A. k. budakiyi, A. budaki
seklinde tlr dizeyine gikartmigtir.

Diger taraftan Kibris'ta soyunun tikenmis olduguna inanilan (Schmidtler, 1984; Schatti,
1985; Osenegg, 1989; Schatti & Sigg, 1989) Yarisucul yilan, Natrix natrix Glney Kibris'ta
ureyebilir bir populasyon halinde yeniden bulunmus (Wiedl & Bdéhme, 1992) ve ilk olarak
Boulenger (1910) tarafindan Ada’dan rapor edilen Coluber najadum (ince Yilan, Ok Yilani) uzun
yillar sonra yeniden Kuzey Kibris'ta saptanmistir (Gogmen et al, 1996a).
Herpetofauna ile ilgili kitaplarda amfibi ve siirlingenler birlikte ele alinirlar. Bu eserde de Kibris'ta
yasayan suriingen ve amfibi tiirleri birlikte tanitiimaya ¢alisilmistir. S6z konusu iki grubun tanitici
genel &zellikleri ile bunlarin gevreyle iliskileri hakkindaki kisa agiklamalar asadida sirasiyla

verilmistir.

2. KURBAGALARIN GENEL OZELLIKLERI

Amfibiler (kurbagalar), baliklarla slriingenler arasinda yer alan bir omurgali sinifidir.
Clnki bazi ozellikleri baliklara, bazi 6zellikleri de daha Ust gruplara benzemektedir. Nitekim
embriyolari balik embriyosuna, dért ayaklarinin bulunmasi da kara omurgalilarina benzer. Amfibia
Yunanca ¢ift yasamli manasindadir. Ciinkii kurbagalarin bir kismi kismen suda, kismen de
karada yasarlar. Gelismeleri genellikle suya baglidir. Yumurtalarini genellikle suya birakirlar,
larva evreleri de genellikle suda geger. Karada yasayanlar da yumurta birakmak (zere suya
giderler. Baliklara benzer atadan meydana geldikleri kabul edilen amfibiler, karada yasayabilmek
icin baz degisiklikler gecirmislerdir. Omegin yiizgecler yerine bacaklar, solungaclar yerine de
akcigerler meydana gelmistir.

Sudan karaya gegen grup olarak taninan amfibilerin bazi tipik ozellikleri sGyle
siralanabilir. Derileri giplaktir, yani deride pul, tiy ve kil gibi yapilar bulunmaz. Derileri bol salgi
bezi igerir Bu bezlerin salgilari ile deri devamli olarak 1slak tutulur. Ayrica derilerinde zehir etkisi
yapan salgi bezleri de mevcuttur (Sekil 1).

Ergin kurba@alar boylarina gore diger hayvan tirlerini yiyerek beslenirler. Bocekler,
solucan ve salyangozlar baslica besinlerini teskil eder. Larva devresinde kuyruklu kurbagalar

etcil, kuyruksuz kurbagalar ise bitkisel besin alirlar. Gelismeleri genel olarak metamorfozludur,
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yani gelismelerinde bir larva devresi vardir. Metamorfoz devresi tiirlere, sicaklik derecesine ve
diger dis sartlara gore uzun veya kisa olabilmektedir.

Kuyruklu kurbaga tiirlerinin ¢ok canli renklerde olmasina karsilik, kuyruksuz olanlarda
viicut rengi ortama uyum saglamistir. Ornegin Bufo viridis (Gece Kurbadasi) tiiriiniin yanindan
gegerken ancak hayvanin sigramasi sonucunda fark edilmesi mimkGndiir.

Kurbaga tlrleri iki faktére tahammil edemezler. Bunlar kuraklik ve tuzluluktur. Bu
nedenle kurbagalar denizlerde bulunamazlar. Yine kurbagalar deri yapilari ve diger ézellikleri

nedeniyle kurak yerlerde yasayamazlar.

Kulak Zar Gozbebegi Sekli

Paratoid Bezi Ses Kesesi

Agiz Kenarmda mm?
Cene Altmda nm?

Parmak Uclan

Dorsolateral Disk Seklinde mi?

Katlanma

Yiizme Zarn Miktar

Kazic Kiirek
(Biiyiimiis Metatarsal Tiiberkiil)

Sekil 1. Bir erkek kurbaganin yandan genel goriniisti (Arnold & Burton, 1978'den degistirilerek).

3. KURBAGALARIN GEVREYLE iLISKILERI

Tabiatta kurbagalarin da disgmanlari vardir. Bazi kuslar, su kaplumbagalari, yilanlar,
memeli tirleri ve blyik tatl su baliklari kurbagalari yiyerek beslenirler. Bazi bocek tiirleri de
kurbagalarin sudaki larvalarina 6nemli zarar vermektedirler.

Gliniimiizde birgok hayvan tirii icin oldugu gibi kurbagalarin da en biyik diismani
insanlardir. Diger taraftan kurbagalar boceklerle beslendiklerinden, bazi zararli bdceklerin
cogalmasini énledikleri igin insanlara yararli da olurlar. Buna karsilik insanlar kurbagalarin dogal

dengedeki 6nemini yeterince kavrayamadiklarindan, bilerek veya bilmeyerek kurbagalara énemli
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zararlar vermektedirler. Ornegin yasama ortamlari olan sulak alanlar yok edilmektedir. tatl su
sistemleri (nehir veya goller) hizla ve tehlikeli bir sekilde kirletiimektedir. Bu nedenle, kurbaga

populasyonlarinin soylarini devam ettirmeleri zorlagmaktadir.

4. SURUNGENLERIN GENEL OZELLIKLERi

Siriingenler (Reptilia) amfibilerle kuslar arasinda yer alan bir omurgall grubudur. Kara
hayatina uyum saglamiglardir. Derileri kuru ve derilerinde salgi bezi yok denecek kadar azdir.
Derilerinin (stli keratin tabakas! ile ortillidir. Keratin tabaka viicudun degisik yerlerinde pul ve

plaklar halinde yapilar teskil eder (Sekil 2-6). Bu tabaka zaman zaman atilarak yenilenir.

Pf N
F
M
T
(A) (B)

Sekil 2: Kaplumbagada Bas plaklar: A,B-Basin stten, C-Basin yandan goriinisi. Pf: Praefrontale, F: Frontale, N:
Nasale, M: Massetericum. T: Tympanicum (Baran & Atatiir, 1998; Basoglu & Baran, 1977'den degistirilerek).

(B)

Sekil 3. Genel bir kaplumbaga seklinde keratin plaklar: A- Ust kabuk (karapas), B- Alt kabuk (plastron) N: Nuchale, V+-Vs:
Vertebralia, C+-Cs: Costalia, Mi-M11: Marginalia, Sc: Supracaudalia, G: Gulare, H: Humerale, P: Pectorale, Ab:
Abdominale, F: Femorale, An: Anale, Ax: Axillare. In: Inguinale (Basoglu & Baran, 1977'den degistirilerek).
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TP
(x)

(D)

Sekil 4. Kertenkelelerde bag ve karin plaklari: A- Yandan, B- Ustten, C-Alttan gériiniisii, D-Arka bacak bélgesinin alttan
goriinisi. An: Anale, Co: Collaria, F. Frontale, Fp: Frontoparietalia, Im: Inframaxillaria, In: Internasale, Ip:
Interparietale, FeP: Femoral Delikler, KC: Kloak Yari§i, L: Loreal Plaklar, M:Massetericum, Me: Mentale, MG:
Median Gularia, N: Nasale, O: Occipitale, P: Parietalia, Pan: Preanale, Pf: Praefrontalia, Pn: Postnasalia, Po:
Preoculare, R: Rostrale, SG: Supraciliar Grantiller, Su: Sulcus Gularis, SI: Supralabialia, Sn: Supranasalia, So:
Suboculare, Soc: Supraocularia, SP: Supraciliar Plaklar, St: Supratemporalia, T: Tympanicum, TP: Temporal
Pullar, V: Ventralia (Basoglu & Baran, 1977 ve Baran & Atatiir, 1998'den degistirilerek).

Sartingenlerin bir kismi 4 bacakli, bir kismi da bacaksizdir. Bacakli olanlarda bile viicut
yere degecek kadar algaktir. Striingenlerin biiylk bir kismi karada, bazilari da suda yasar. Ancak

suda yasayanlar da akcigerle solunum yaparlar.
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Siriingenlerde genellikle ¢iftesme organi bulunur. Bu nedenle de déllenme igte
gergeklesir. Cogu yumurta birakir. Yumurtalar dayanikli elastiki kabuklu yahut kus yumurtasi gibi
kirilgan kabukludur. Bazi suriingen tirleri canli dogurur, gelismelerinde de bir larva devresi
bulunmaz. Yumurtadan ¢ikan yavrular minyatir erginlere benzerler.

Siriingenler genellikle diger hayvanlari avlayarak beslenirler. Bazi kara kaplumbagalari

ile bazi kertenkele tirlerinin esas besinlerini bitkisel maddeler tegkil eder.
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Sekil 5. Tipik bir yilanda bag ve karin plaklari: A- Ustten, B- Yandan, C- Alttan gériiniis. 1: Rostrale, 2: Internasalia, 3:
Praefrontalia, 4: Frontale, 5: Supraocularia, 6: Parietalia, 7: Nasale, 8: Frenale, 9: Praeocularia, 10: Postocularia,
11: Temporalia, 12: Posttemporalia, 13: Supralabialia, 14: Sublabialia, 15: Mentale, 16: On Inframaxillaria, 17:
Arka Inframaxillaria, 18: Gularia, V: Ventrale (Basoglu & Baran, 1978'den degistirilerek).

5. SURUNGENLERIN GEVREYLE ILiSKILERI

Sirtingenlerin de dlsmanlari vardir. Bunlar yirtici kuslar ve bazi memeli hayvan
tirleridir. Daha sonra agiklanacagl Uzere gunimlzde sirlingenlerin en buylk dismani
insanlardr.

Sirlingenler icinde bazi kertenkele ve yilan tirleri zehirlidir. Kertenkelelerden zehirli
olan Heloderma tiirleri orta Amerika’da yasar. Dolayisiyla Kibris'ta yasayan hicbir kertenkele tlirli
zehirli degildir. Ancak yilanlardan bir kismi zehirlidir. Zehirli yilan tlrleri Kibris'taki yilan tarlerinin
yaklasik %30'nu teskil eder. Buna ragmen tim yilanlardan korkulur ve gérildikleri yerlerde de
oldirdlarler. Yine Kibris'ta bulunmayan, fakat Kibris'a komsu ana karalarda yasayan, yilan
gérinisinde bacaksiz kertenkele gesitleri de (6rnegin Oluklu kertenkele, Ophisaurus apodus)
yilan sanilarak dldiriimektedirler.
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Sekil 6: Kibris'ta bulunan yilan familyalarinda kuyrugun alttan goriniisii. A-Typhlopidae (Typhlops vermicularis), B-
Colubridae (Coluber jugularis), C-Viperidae (Vipera lebetina). Ay: Anls yardi, An: Anale, S: Subcaudale
(Basoglu & Baran, 1978'den degistirilerek).

Siriingen tlrleri daha ¢ok sicak bdlgelerde bulunurlar. Soduk bélgelere gidildikge tir
sayilari azalir. Yine deniz seviyesinden yukarilara ¢ikildikga, buralardaki stiriingen tir sayilari da
azalmaktadir. Degisik ortamlara uyum saglamis siriingen tlirlerinden bazilari agaglarda, bazilari
da suda yasamaktadir.

Sirtingenlerin insanlarla olan iligkileri diger hayvan gruplarindan biraz farklidir. Glinki
daha Once de temas edildigi Uzere, bazi yilan tlrleri zehirli oldugundan insanlarin Cogu
yilanlardan korkarlar. Bu korku sonucunda da sadece %30’u zehirli olan bitlin yilanlari gérdikleri
yerlerde OldUrlrler. Boylece yilan populasyonlarina blyik zarar vererek dogal dengenin
bozulmasina sebep olmaktadirlar. insan aktiviteleri sonucunda stiriingenlerin yasadiklari ortamlar
kirletimekte, daraltimakta veya ortadan kaldiriimaktadir. Dolayisiyla sriingenlere de en ¢ok
zarar veren canli grubu insanlardir. Ayrica yine insanlar bazi suriingenlerin derilerini ayakkabi,
canta v.b. esya yapiminda kullandiklarindan, bu tirleri insafsizca ve plansiz olarak
avlamaktadirlar. Bilingsiz avlama sonucunda da bazi tirlerin nesilleri yok olacak kadar
azalmaktadir.

Sirtingenler eski jeolojik devirlerde (Mesozoik) gok gelisip gesitlenerek Diinyaya hakim
olmuglardir. Ancak daha sonra azalmiglar ve giiniimiize de kuglik bir grubu gelebilmistir. Bundan

dolayi da diger hayvan gruplarina gore sayilari belirgin sekilde daha azdir.
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6. INSANLAR VE KURBAGA-SURUNGENLER

Kibris'ta yasayan kurbaga ve suriingen (kaplumbaga, kertenkele, yilan) tirlerinin ¢ok
blyik bir kismi zehirsizdir. Ada'daki yilan tlirlerinden iki tir; Malpolon monspessulanus
(Cukurbaglh Yilan) ve Telescopus fallax (Kedigdzli Yilan) bir ¢ift olan zehir diglerinin tst genenin
gerisinde olmasi nedeni ile ince vicut kisimlarini (parmak v.s.) 1sirmadigi strece zararsizdir. Bu
tirler daha ¢ok fare gibi kiiglk memeli hayvanlari zehirleyip tiiketerek ziraata ve gevre sagligina
katkida bulunurlar.

Diger kurbaga ve siriingen tlrleri de tarim zararlisi bir gok bécek, sivrisinek larvasi ve
kiglik memeli (Tarla Faresi, Sigan v.s.) tirlerini besin olarak tliketmek suretiyle, biyolojik
micadelede 6nemli bir yere sahiptirler.

Sazlik-bataklik gevrelerinin kimyasal kirlenmesi sonucu sucul kurbaga ve kaplumbaga
topluluklarinin azalmasi ile orantili olarak, ayni ortamda yasayan gesitli zararll bdcek ve
larvalarinin sayisi artmaktadir ki, bunlar yok etmek icin oldukga pahaliya mal olan énlemlerin
alinmasi gerekmektedir. Yine ayni sekilde kertenkele ve yilan tirlerinin, taninmamaktan
kaynaklanan korku neticesinde bilingsiz bir sekilde yok edilmesi, nceden de bahsedildigi gibi bir
cok hastalik tasiyan sigan ile tarim zararlisi fare ve bdcek tiirlerinin ortamda sayica artmalarina
yol acmakta ve bunlarla micadelenin geregi, ekonomik kaybin hi¢ de kigiimsenemeyecek
diizeyde oldugu bilinmektedir. Unutulmamasi gereken bir husus da gerek kurbada gerekse
sUriingen tirleri, insanlar ile ortak besin kaynaklarini paylasmamakta ve 6zellikle kertenkele ve
yilanlar kendisine zarar verilmedigi veya drkiitilmedigi zamanlarda insanlara higbir zarari
dokunmamaktadir.

Ozellikle kirsal kesimde yasayan kisilerin nadiren de olsa karsilasabilecegi varsayilan
Koca Engerek (Vipera lebetina) bir ¢ift olan blylik zehir diglerinin lst ¢enenin 6n kisminda
olmasi ve bu ylzden kolay isirabilmesi nedeni ile insanlar dahil, kiglk ve blylkbas memeli
hayvanlar i¢in tehlikeli olabilir.

Ada’da yilan tirlerinin bulunmasi ve zehirli veya zehirsiz bir yilan tarafindan isirima
ihtimali karsisinda yapilmasi gerekenler ve alinacak dnlemler asagida belirtilmigtir.

Isirilan Kisi, 1siran yilani yakalamaya galismamalidir; ¢linki bu durum diger 1sirma ve
yaralanmalara sebep olabilir. Her yilan 1sirmasi zehirli bir yilan 1sirmasi anlamina gelmez, ¢cogu
kez insanlar zehirsiz yilanlar tarafindan isirilir. Hatta zehirli bir yilan 1sirsa bile her zaman zehir

enjekte etmeyebilir.
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Yilan tirlerinin 1sirmalarinda, sayet zamaninda énlem alinirsa, 6liim ok enderdir.
Tedavi ediimemis engerek Isirmalarinda dahi 24 saat iginde bir Glim olayi hemen hemen
imkansizdir. Bununla birlikte yilan isirmalari ciddiye alinmalidir. Sayet yarim saat iginde isirilan
yerde baz belirtiler ortaya gikarsa bir zehirlenme ihtimali vardir. Bu durumda tedaviye gegmek

icin vakit kaybedilmemelidir. Ancak telaglanma ve heyecan ayni sekilde tehlikeli olabilir.

Yilan Isirmalarinda Gozlenen Belirtiler:

Zehirsiz bir yilan da isirmig olsa, ilk ve bazen tek belirti bir sok olabilir, bu durumda kisi
hafif bayginlik gegirir. Ekstrem durumlarda ise 1sirilan kisi yari baygin, kendini bilmez durumdadir.
Terleme, nabiz yavaslamasi ile solunum artisi gortilebilir. Gergekten bir zehirlenme s6z konusu
ise bir kag dakika icinde Isirilan yer sismeye baslar. Daha sonra genel belirtiler; 6rnegin terleme,

kusma, karin agrisi ve ishal ortaya cikar.

Zehirli Yilan Isirmasi Halinde Yapilacak ilk Yardim:

<+ Isirilan insani rahatlatmak, sakinlestirmek.

«» Isinlan vicut kismini hareketsiz tutmak, ¢linkli hareket zehrin daha ¢abuk dagilmasina
neden olur.

«»  Muimkiin oldugunca g¢abuk tibbi yardim imkanlarini aragtirmak ve en faydalisi da yilan
serumlarinin bulunabilecedi veya gerekli tibbi dnlemlerin mevcut oldugu hastanelere
miracaat etmek.

«» Eger yaklasik bir saat kadar sonra tibbi yardima ulagilabiliyorsa, isirilan yerin 8-10 cm
uzerinden ¢ok fazla sikmaksizin bir mendil v.s. ile baglanmalidir. Bu yolla kanin
viicuttaki akisi yavaslatilir ve zehrin ¢abuk dagiimasi engellenir.

«»  Steril bir jilet ile yaranin kesimesi, olasi bir sok tehlikesi nedeni ile her zaman tavsiye
edilmez. Yara asla emilmemeli veya emdiriimemelidir. Ciinkii agiz yolu ile sekonder
zehilenme mUmkindtr. Isiriima yeri, tibbi yardim 6ncesinde herhangi bir ¢ozelti veya
potasyum permanganat eriyigi ile muamele edilmemelidir.

Bazi hassas kimselerde (yilan zehrine agiri duyarl) 1sirima olayindan hemen sonra

kasilmalar ortaya ¢ikar, bu durumlarda miimkin oldugunca gabuk tibbi yardim gereklidir.
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7. KIBRIS'TAKi KURBAGALAR
7.1. Familya: Bufonidae

Bufo viridis Laurenti, 1768 (Gece Kurbagasi)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 9 cm kadar olan bu tiir, Tirkiye'de yasayan diger bir tiir olan

Bufo bufo (Sigilli Kurbaga)'dan daha kiigiiktur. Paratoid bezler bariz, goz irisi yesil veya yesilimsi
karisik siyah cizgilidir. Kulak zari bariz, derileri pUrtukludir. Erkeklerde ses kesesi bulunur.
Parmak alti tiiberkilleri tek siralidir.Sirt taraf genellikle gri, yesilimsi veya beyazimsi olup,
kenarlari ekseriyetle siyah olan buyik yesil lekelidir. Vicut yanlarindaki sigiller, bazen de
sirttakiler kirmizidir. Alt taraf kirli beyaz, lekeli veya lekesizdir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Gececi olan bu tiir, giindiizleri bahge ve agik arazideki tas

altlarinda veya topraktaki deliklerde gizlenir. Kurakliga oldukga dayaniklidir. Geceleri avlanan bu
tir, bocek, solucan ve yumusakgalarla beslenir. Erkekler polis dudigine benzer sekilde kuvvetli
ses clkarirlar. Yalniz Greme igin suya gider. Gol, golet, havuz ve durgun akarsularin uygun
yerlerine, bir disi, ¢ift kordon halinde 10,000-12,000 yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dagilis: Tir Kuzey Afrika, Akdeniz Ulkeleri, Orta ve Giliney Avrupa, Tirkiye ile Bati
Asya'dan Mogolistan’a kadar yayiimistir. Cok genis olan vertikal dagilisi 4,600 m'ye kadar gikar.
Kibris'ta bazi aragtiricilara gore B. v. arabicus Heyden, 1827 alttirinin yasadigi kabul
edilmektedir (Osenegg, 1989: Schatti & Sigg, 1989). Ancak bu goériis heniiz kesinlik kazanmig
degildir (Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gégmen et al., 1996a). Kuzey Kibris'ta bu tiire bilhassa Gényeli
ve Gegitkdy goletleri civarinda bol olarak rastlanir.

7.2. Familya: Hylidae
Hyla savignyi Audoin, 1827 (Yesil Kurbaga)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 5 cm kadar, deri Ustte diiz, altta granillidiir. Kulak zari

barizdir. Turlin tipik 6zelligi, ayak parmaklarinin uglarinda yapismaya yarayan genis disklerin
bulunmasidir. Erkeklerde basin altinda bir dis ses kesesi bulunur. Sirt taraf genellikle parlak yesil,
bu zeminde koyu renkli kiiglk lekeler bulunabilir. Sirt renkleri bazen gri, sarimsi veya siyahimsi
renge donisebilir. Bu tir genellikle Hyla arborea (AJag¢ Kurbadasi) tiriine benzer, ancak adi
gegen tlrden arka bacaklarin nispeten daha uzun olmasi, vicudun yan taraflarindaki seridin
kasik bolgesinden yukariya ve 6ne dogru bir ¢ikinti yapmamasi ile ayrilir. Hyla arboea’da ise g6z

6nlinden baglayan koyu renkli serit, kulak zarini gecerek viicut yanlarinda kasik bélgesine kadar
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uzanir ve orada 6n yukariya yonelik mahmuz benzeri bir kivrilma yapar. Karin taraf beyazimsi
veya hafif sarimsidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Yalniz iireme mevsiminde suya giden bu tiir, diger zamanlarda

adaclarda, agagsi bitki ve bazen de kiigiik bitkiler iizerinde yasar. Glindliz yapraklar arasinda
gizlenir ve renk degistirme 6zelligi nedeniyle ortaminda gl fark edilir. Glinesin battigi saatlerde
faaldir. Derilerinden kuvvetli zehir etkili bir madde salgilanir. Besinlerini bocek ve driimeek tiirleri
teskil eder. Ureme mevsiminde bol bitkili, derin ve berrak sularda gériiliirler. Bu mevsimde
erkekler ¢ok kuvvetli ses ¢ikarirlar. Su igindeki bitkilere yapistirilan ve birkag adet olan yumurta
kiimeleri ceviz blytkliigiinde olabilir. Bir disi 800-1000 yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dagilis: Tir Kibris, Tirkiye, israil, Suriye, Iran, Transkafkasya'da yayilmistir. Vertikal
dagihsi 1500 m'ye ¢ikar. Kuzey Kibris'ta bilhassa Lefke (Lefkosa), Gegitkdy ve Lapta (Gimne)
civarlarinda bol olarak bulunur.

7.3. Familya: Ranidae
Rana ridibunda Pallas, 1771 (Ova Kurbagasi, Bataklik Kurbagasi)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 15 cm kadar olabilir. Kulak zan bariz, temporal serit yoktur.

Dorso-lateral kivrintilar iyi gelismistir. Deri ekseriyetle pUrtiikli, erkeklerde yanal dis ses keseleri
mevcuttur. Sirt taraf yesilimsi gri, agik veya koyu kahverengi olabilir. Bu zemin (zerinde koyu
lekeler goriilir. Bazen sirt ortasinda agik renkli bir serit bulunur. Karin taraf genellikle kirli beyaz
veya sarimsl, ekseriyetle kiigik lekelidir. Alt tarafi kirmizimsi olanlara da rastlanir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik_Ozellikler: Bol bitkili havuz, gdl ve adir akan sularda yasar. Sudan fazla

ayrilmaz ve daha ¢ok alcak ovalardaki sularda gorillr. Bazen akintili sularda da bulunur.
Besinlerini bocekler teskil eder. Bir disi 5000-10000 yumurtayi birkag kime halinde sucul bitkiler
arasina veya agik suya birakir.

Cografi Dagihs: Tir Kuzey Afrika, Orta ve Giiney Avrupa, Bati Asya, Tirkiye ve Kibris'ta
yayllmistir. Vertikal dagilisi 2500 m'ye ¢ikar. Son yillarda Kibris'ta dagilis gosteren formun Rana
levantina Schneider, Sinch & Nevo, 1992 (Levanten Kurbagasi) oldugu one siriimektedir.
Ancak bu durum kesinlik kazanmamistir. Bu kurbada tiirii Rana ridibunda tiriinden seslerinin
farkli olmasi nedeniyle son zamanda ayriimistir. Viicut boyu 8.5 cm kadar, sirt taraf yesil ve
kahverengi, lzerinde de koyu yesil, veya koyu kahverengi yahut siyah lekeler bulunur. Arka
bacaklarda blyUk koyu lekeler vardir. Rana ridiunda Kuzey Kibris'ta Gonyeli, Lefke ve Gegitkdy

civarinda dagilis gosterir.
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8. KIBRIS’TAKi KAPLUMBAGALAR
8.1. Familya: Bataguridae
Mauremys caspica (Gmelin, 1774) (Cizgili Kaplumbaga)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Kabuk uzunlugu 25 cm veya biraz fazla olabilir. Karapas (iist kabuk) ile

plastron (alt kabuk) birbiriyle kaynasmis, axillare ve inguinale mevcuttur. Karapas basik,
genclerde vertebral ve kostal karinalar bulunur. Yaglilarda karinalar kaybolur. Anal plaklar
arasindaki birlesme cizgisi, femoral plaklarinkinden daha kisadir. Ust kabugun Ustii gri, alt tarafta

koyu veya siyah lekeler bulunur. Bas, boyun yanlari ve bacaklar sarimsi gizgilidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Gol, nehir, hendek v.b. tatl sularda yasar. Besinlerini balik,
kurbaga ve diger sucul hayvanlar teskil eder. Su dibinde kis uykusuna yatar. Bir disi karaya 9-20
yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dagilis: Tiir Kuzeybati Afrika, Giiney Avrupa, Tiirkiye, Transkafkasya, iran, Suriye, israil,
Kuzey Kibris ve bazi Ege Adalar’nda yayilmistir. Kuzey Kibris'ta dadilis gosteren form M.c.

rivulata olup, Ada’'da sadece Kiiglik Kaymakli (Lefkose) civarindaki Kanli Dere’de yasar.

8.2. Familya:Cheloniidae

Caretta caretta (Linnaeus, 1758) (Deniz Kaplumbagasi)
Morfolojik Ozellikler: Kabuk boyu 1 m olabilen biiyik deniz kaplumbagasidir. Bagin iistiinde 2

Gift praefrontal plak bulunur. Ust kabukta 5 ift costal plak mevcut. Nuchal plak 1. costale ile
temastadir. Ylizmeye yarayan kirek seklindeki bacaklarin dis kenarlarinda en fazla 2 tirnak
bulunur. Genellikle delik icermeyen Ug ¢ift inframarginal plagi mevcuttur. Sirt taraf genellikle
kirmizims| kahverengidir. Karin taraf beyazimsi veya agik sari renktedir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Besinlerini balik, kabuklular v.b. deniz hayvanlari teskil eder. Bir

disi 100 veya daha fazla yumurtayl kumsallara agtigi yuvaya birakir. Yuva yapmak tzere kumsala
gece ¢lkarlar. Yaklasik 2 aylik kulugka devresinden sonra yuvalardan gikarak denize donerler.
Sahil kumsallarinin turizm, yerlesim ve sanayi nedeniyle bozulmasi sonucu Akdeniz'de C. caretta
tirl gok azalmistir Bu nedenle Uluslararasi Akdeniz Eylem Plani geredince neslinin yok olmasini
onlemek igin koruma altina alinmigtir.

Cografi Dadilis: Okyanuslarin sicak bdlgeleri ile Akdeniz’de yayilmistir. Bazen Marmara ve
Karadenizde de gorllurler. Yuvalarini genellikle Turkiye’nin Akdeniz sahillerindeki ve Kuzey

Kibris’nin kuzeyinde, bilhassa Girne'nin dogusundaki kumsallara yaparlar.
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Chelonia mydas (Linnaeus, 1758) (Corba Kaplumbagasi)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Kabuk uzunlugu 140 cm olabilen biiyiik deniz kaplumbagasidir. Bagin

iistiinde yalniz 1 Gift praefrontal plak bulunur. Nuchal plak 1. costale ile temas etmez. Ust kabukta
4 ¢ift costalia mevcuttur. Yiizgeg seklini almis bacaklari genellikle birer tirnaklidir. Genellikle 4 gift
inframarginal plaklari bulunur. Sirt taraf gri kahverengi ve genellikle sarimsi veya kahverengimsi
lekelidir. Alt kabuk agik sari veya beyazimsidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Erginler deniz bitkileri ile, yavrular hayvansal maddelerle beslenir.

Bir disi kumsala agtigi yuvaya 200 kadar yumurta birakabilir. Yine bir diinin bir tireme sezonunda
bes ayri yuvaya 568 yumurta biraktigi tespit edilmistir. Eti ok lezzetli oldugundan fazla avlanarak
ticareti yapilmistir. Bu nedenle de populasyonu ¢ok azalmistir. Ayrica yuva yaptigi kumsallarin da
baska amaglarla kullaniimasi ve tahrip edilmesi sonucunda tiirin neslini devam ettirmesi
Akdeniz'de tehlikeye girmistir. Bu nedenle C. caretta tiirlinde oldugu gibi, Uluslar arasi Akdeniz
Eylem Plani geregince koruma altina alinmigtir.

Cografi Dadilisi: Okyanuslarin sicak bdlgeleri ile Akdeniz sahillerinde yayilmistir. Nadiren
Karadeniz'de de gérilir. Turkiye'de yalniz Dogu Akdeniz sahillerinde, Kuzey Kibris'ta ise Yayla
(=Kumkdy) (Guzelyurt-Lefkose), Acapulco Tatil Kdyi (Girne) ve Yeni Erenkdy (Karpaz)

Sahillerinde yuva yaparak yavru gikarirlar.

9. KIBRIS’'TAKI KERTENKELELER
9.1. Familya: Gekkonidae

Cyrtopodion kotschyi (Steindachner, 1870) (ince Parmakl Keler)
Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 9-10 cm kadar, g6z bebekleri dikeydir. Sirt tarafta 8-12 boyuna

sira halinde ve boylari enlerinden daha fazla olan karinali tuberkUller bulunur. Ttberkdl siralari
kuyrukta devam eder. Parmaklari ince yapili, kuyruk alti pullari diizdir. Sirt taraf agik veya koyu
gri, Uzerinde zikzak seklinde ve enine koyu seritler bulunur. Alt taraf beyazimsidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Az bitkili taglik ve kayaliklarda yasar. Ayrica evlerde de gorillir.

Besinlerini bocek ve orlimcek tlrleri tegkil eder. Geceleri oldudu gibi giindiz de avlanir. Dig
ortamin 1s1k durumuna gére belirgin sekilde renk degistirir. Bir disi 1-2 yumurtayi tas ve kaya
araliklarina birakir.

Cografi Dagilis: Giiney italya ve Yunanistan'dan doguya Tiirkiye, Ege adalari, Kibris, Suriye,
israil, Kuzeybati Iran ve Transkafkasya'ya kadar yayimistir. Vertikal dagilisi 2500 m'ye kadar
cikar. Kibris'ta Ada igin endemik olan C. k. fitzingeri alttird bulunur (Baran & Gruber, 1982).
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Hemidactylus turcicus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Genig Parmakli Keler, “Misaro”)
Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 9-10 cm kadar, goz bebekleri dikeydir. Sirt tarafta 14-16

boyuna sira halinde tiiberkiller bulunur. Tiberkiller kuyruk lzerinde 6-8 sira teskil eder.

Supralabialia 7-10, preanal delikler 4-10 nadiren 2 tanedir. Alt taraftaki pullar diiz, orta siradakiler
daha bly(ktur. Sirt taraf grimsi veya acik kahverengi, iizerinde de daha koyu lekeler bulunur. Alt
taraf kirli beyaz renktedir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Tas alti, kaya yariklari ile evlerde ve harabelerde yasar. Besinlerini

bdcek ve drimeek tirleri teskil eder. Daha gok geceleri avlanir. Bir disi iki yumurta birakir.
Cografi Dadilig: Tur Akdeniz ve Karadeniz sahillerinden, Kibris ve Tirkiye dahil Hindistan'a
kadar yayilmigtir. Vertikal dagiisi 1000 m'ye ulasir. Kuzey Kibris'in bitiin sahil bélgelerinde
bulunur. Kibris ve komsu ana karalarda yasayan irk Hemidactylus turcicus turcicus'tur. (Baran
& Gruber, 1982; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gé¢men et al., 1996a; Baran & Atatiir, 1998).

9.2. Familya:Agamidae
Laudakia stellio (Linnaeus, 1758) (Dikenli Keler, “Gurkuda”)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 35 cm veya biraz daha uzun, bas yassi ve Ustii asimetrik

kiglk plak ve pullarla ortlidur. GOz bebekleri yuvarlaktir. Boyun ve bas yanlarinda diken
seklinde pullar bulunur. Sirt taraf kiigik ve blylk pullarla 6rtaliiddr. Bag alti pullari karinali, karin
tarafindakiler diizdiir. Kuyruk {izerinde dikenli pullar bulunur ve halkalar halinde dizilmislerdir. iki
halka bir segment tegkil eder ve kuyruk kolay kopmaz. Sirt taraf siyahimsi kahverengi ve biyik
sarl lekelidir. Alt taraf kirli sari veya sarimsi kahverengidir. Erkeklerde bogdaz bolgesi gri ve ag
seklinde desenlidir. Sirt pullarindan bazilari da parlak mavi renkli olabilir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Kayalik ve tas duvarlarda yasar. Bazen agaglara da tirmanir. Esas

besinlerini bocekler tegkil eder. Ayrica bitkisel maddeleri de yerler. Bir disi 8-14 yumurta birakir.
Durdugu yerde bagini yukari-agag indirip kaldirir.

Cografi Dagihs: Tir Kuzey Afrika, Glineydogu Avrupa, Tirkiye ve Glineybati Asya'da
yaylimigtir. Vertikal Dagilisi 1500 m’ye kadar ¢ikar. Kibris'ta her yerde rastlanir. Ada'da Kibris igin
endemik olan L. stellio cypriaca (Daan, 1967) alttird ile temsil edilir. Shatti & Sigg (1989) Kibris
populasyonunun taksonomik statlisti konusunda slipheye dlismustiir. Ancak Osenegg (1989) ve
Gogmen et al. (1996a) Kibris, Turkiye ve Siriye’den érnekleri gézden gegirerek cypriaca'nin

farkli ve gegerli oldugunu ortaya koymuslardir.
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9.3. Familya: Chamaeleontidae
Chamaeleo chamaeleon (Linnaeus, 1758) (Bukalemun, “Hamolyo,

Burnukapan”)
Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 24-30 cm kadar olan ve degisik goriiniiste bir kertenkele

tiridar. Bagin Ust tarafinda migfer seklinde bir ¢ikinti var, viicut yanlardan basiktir. Sirt ortasinda
biyuk pullardan olusan boyuna bir sirt cikintisi vardir. Parmaklarin ikisi bir, gl bir arada
birlesmistir. Boylece ylirimeden ¢ok yakalamaya yarar sekil almistir. Gozler koni seklinde, ortasi
delik tek g6z kapagi vardir. Her gbz ayni anda degisik yerlere bakabilir. Kuyruklari da sarilici
tiptedir. Renklerini degistirebilirler. Sirt zemini (zerinde daha koyu tonlarda leke yahut seritler
bulunur. Karin altinda anlise kadar uzanan sarimsi ¢izgi renk degisimine ugramaz.
Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler:

Adaclarda yasar. Yakalayici ayak ve sarilict kuyruklari ile dallar Gzerinde adir fakat rahatca

hareket eder. Besinlerini bdcekler teskil eder. Durdugu yerde dilini firlatarak avini yakalar. Bir digi
20 veya daha fazla yumurtayi toprada actigi gukura gémer.

Cografi Dagihis: Tiir ispanya'dan baglayarak, Kuzey Afrika (izerinden, Kibris ve Tirkiye dahil
Bati Asya'ya kadar yayiimistir. Vertikal dagilisi 700 m’ye kadar gikabilir. Kibris'ta yagayan irkin
Béhme & Wiedl (1994) ve Gdgmen et al. (1996a) tarafindan C. chamaeleon recticrista oldugu
belirtiimektedir. Hillenius (1978) tarafindan bu alttir C. chamaeleon chamaeleon alttiiriintin bir
sinonimi olarak kabul edilmistir ancak, Tirkiye'den (Gé¢men et al., 1996a) ve Yunanistan'dan
(B6hme, 1989; Bohme & Wied|, 1994) elde edilen veriler Dogu Akdeniz érneklerinin, Bati Akdeniz
drneklerine (Portekiz, ispanya) oranla daha bilyiik boyutlara ulagtigini isaret eder. Ayrica iki grup
arasinda biraz da olsa hemipenis farkliliklari oldugu bildirilmektedir (Béhme & Wiedl, 1994). Bu

nedenle Kibris populasyonu Dogu Akdeniz formu, C. chamaeleon recticrista’ya dahil edilir.

9.4. Familya: Lacertidae

Acanthodactylus schreiberi Boulenger, 1918 (Tarak Parmakli Kertenkele)
Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 15-20 cm kadar olabilir. Bas Ustiinde occipital plak yok veya

kalinti halinde, basin én kisminda uzunlamasina bir gukurluk vardir. Subocular plak genellikle
adiz kenarina kadar uzanir. Govde etrafinda 71-108 pul bulunur. Femoral delik sayisi 19-29
arasinda degisir. Parmaklarin yan taraflari tirtikiidir. Bu tirtiklar arka ayaklarin 4. parmaklarinin

dis tarafinda ¢ok barizdir. Genglerde sirt taraf 6-7 boyuna gizgili, bu gizgiler arasinda koyu renkli
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boyuna seritler bulunur. Bu seritler (izerinde yuvarlak lekeler de olabilir. Yagli fertlerde cizgili
desen az ¢ok kaybolur, bunun yerine koyu kahve ve sarimsi gri lekeler olusur. Alt taraf
beyazimsidir. Ureme zamani disilerin ventral tarafi yesilimsi, erkeklerinki ise parlak kirmizi olur.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Seyrek bitkili kumlu yerlerde yasar. Hareketleri cok hizlidir. Agik

arazide yakalanmasi gok zordur. Besinlerini bocek tiirleri teskil eder. Bir disi 3-5 yumurta birakir.
Cografi Dagilisi: Tiir Kibris, Tirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz Bélgesi, israil ve Libnan'da dagilis
gosterir. Vertikal dagilisi 1000 m'ye (Troodos Daglari, Giiney Kibris) ulasabilir. Israil ve
Liibnan'da yasayan alttiirii A. s. syriacus Boettger, 1878'dir. Kibris ve Tlrkiye'deki ise A. s.
schreiberi Boulenger, 1879'dur (Béhme & Wiedl, 1994; Gégmen et al., 1996a; Franzen, 1998).

Lacerta troodica Werner, 1936 (Troodos Kertenkelesi)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 12-20 cm, rostrale burun deligine deger. Postnasalia 2,

suboculare dniinde 5 supralabialia bulunur. Supraciliar grantller genellikle tam sira halindedir
(%97). Temporal bélgede oldukga iri bir massetrik plak bulunur. Az bariz karinali olan sirt pullari
govde etrafinda 51-68, ventralia 6 boyuna sirali, femoral delik sayilari 19-24 arasinda degisir.
Median gular bélgedeki pul+granl sayisi ortalama 25'dir. Sirt taraf gri, yesilimsi kahverengi, koyu
nokta yahut lekelidir. Govde yanlari koyu seritli ve bu serit (Temporal Bant) lzerinde az sayida,
daginik yesilimsi beyaz yuvarlak lekeler bulunur. Temporal bantlarin altinda arka bacak
kaidelerine kadar uzanan aclk renkte bir Subtemporal bant bulunur. Karin taraf sarimsi beyaz
veya aclk yesildir. Karin yanlarinda mavi lekeler vardir. Ureme mevsiminde bas alti, boyun ve
govde alti tugla kirmizisidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Kumlu yamaglar. kurak ve bitkili kisimlar, tarlalar, bahge duvarlar,

kayalik kisimlar v.b. nemli yerlerde yasar. Agaclara da tirmanabilir. Béceklerle beslenir. Bir disi 2-
6 yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dadilis: Tur sadece Kibris Adasr’'nda yasayan endemik tlrlerden birisidir. Yakin Akraba
tiir olan Lacerta laevis Gray, 1838 ise Tiirkiye, Suriye, Liibnan ve israilde yasar. Vertikal dagilisi
1200 m'ye ulasir. Gerek vicut yan taraflarindaki renk desen, gerekse alt géz kapaginda iri
pullardan olusmus oldukca koyu renkli pencere bakimindan Kibris érnekleri L. I. kulzeriye gok
benzer (Budak & Gogmen, 1995; Gégmen et al., 1996a). Bununla birlikte, genel renklenme,
érnegin lreme mevsiminde ventral tarafta koyu tugla kirmizisi renklenme bakimindan Anadolu
orneklerine (L. I. laevis) de benzer. Kibris 6rnekleri ayrica L. I. kulzeriden ventral renklenme ve

bazi pholidosis 6zellikleri, érnedin masseterik plagin bulunmamasi veya oldukga kiiglik olmasi
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(Hoofien et al., 1990) bakimlarindan da farklidir. Bischoff & Schmidtler (1994) tarafindan L. I.
kulzeri igin ve Budak & Gogmen (1995) tarafindan Kibris populasyonlari igin tanimlanan
habitatlar da birbirlerinden farkiidir: L. I. kulzeri bir ¢6l formu iken, Kibris érnekleri Anadolu L. 1.
laevis'inkine benzer sekilde (Budak, 1976) nispeten nemli habitatlar tercih eder. Lacerta
troodica, L.laevis laevis'den median gularia sayisinin L. laevis laevis'de daha az (ortalama 20),
gular plaklarin daha iri olmasi, koyu temporal bantlarin altinda uzanan agik renkli subtemporal
bantlarin en fazla viicut ortasi diizeyine kadar uzanmasi ve keza supraciliar grandllerin genellikle
sira olusturmamasi bakimlarindan farklidir. Tosunoglu et al. (1999) Kuzey Kibris ve Tiirkiye
ornekleri arasinda, serum proteinleri agisindan, gerek albumin gerekse globulin bélgelerinde bariz
kalitatif farkliliklar saptamislardir. Bu nedenle Kibris populasyonu L. troodica olarak tir diizeyine

cikartiimistir.

Ophisops elegans Ménétriés, 1832 (Tarla Kertenkelesi, Yilan Gozli

Kertenkele)
Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 15-16 cm kadar olan kiigiik bir kertenkeledir: Bag+Gévde 5.5

cm'in altindadir, kuyruk vicit uzunlugunun yaklasik 2 kati kadardir. Bagin én Ust tarafinda
boyuna bariz bir gukurluk vardir. Goz kapaklari birleserek g6ziin dniinde yilan gézi gibi saydam
bir kapstl olusturur. Rostrale burun deligine degmez, postnasalia 2, collar plaklar bulunmaz,
karinali sirt pullari gévde etrafinda 28-43, ventralia 6 boyuna sirali, femoral delikler 8-12 arasinda
degisir. Sirt taraf genellikle gri veya kahverengi, siyah lekelidir. Sirt yanlarinda genellikle agik
renkli birer ¢izgi bulunur. Kibris'ta Greme zamani erkeklerin bas alti, boyun ve gévde alti, disilerin
ise sadece bas alti ve boyun kismi sarimsi yesil olur.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Az bitkili acik alanlarda tasli ve toprakli zeminde yasar. Biitiin step

bélgelerde gortillir. Bdceklerle beslenir. Bir disi 2-6 yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dagilis: Tir Balkan Ulkelerinin glineyi, Tlrkiye, Ege ve Kibris dahil Akdeniz Adalari, ve
Glineybatl Asya'dan Pencap’a kadar yayilmistir. Vertikal dagilisi 2000 m'ye ulasabilir. Kibris'ta
endemik alttlir, Ophisops elegans schlueteri irki yasar (Darevsky & Beutler, 1981: Osenegg,
1989; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gogmen et al, 1996a). Her yerde ve bolca rastlanir.
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9.5. Familya: Scincidae
Ablepharus budaki Gogmen, Kumlutas & Tosunoglu, 1996 (Kibnis ince

Kertenkelesi)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 6-12 cm olabilen ince ve narin yapili bir kertenkeledir. Burun

deligi rostral plaga temas etmez. Nasal plak blttndlr. Kulak deligi agikhdi ¢iplak gézle dahi
gorulebilecek derecede oldukga buyiktir ve kismen boyun kisminda yerlesir. Kulak deligi agikligi
ve massetrik arasindaki diisey siradaki plak sayisi 3-4'dir. Goz kapaklari birleserek goziin
oniinde saydam bir kapsiil teskil eder. Goziin etrafinda bir sira kiigik pul halkasi bulunmaz.
Viicut diiz ve ayni tipte pullarla 6rtiilli, bunlarin gévde etrafinda sayisi 18-21 (ortalama 20)
kadardir. Sirt taraf siyahimsi kahverengi veya gri yesildir. Pullarin kenarlari altin renkli ve
izerinde siyah cizgiler bulunabilir. Yan tarafta genellikle genis ve koyu kahverengi bir serit
(Temporal Bant) uzanir. Bu bandin altinda burun deliginden baslayan kirli beyaz bir subtemporal
bant uzanir. Bu subtemporal bant kulak deligi agikligina kadar (Kibris 6rneklerinde) veya kulak
deligi agikligini asacak sekildedir (Anadolu érmeklerinde). Ureme periyodunda erkeklerde sadece
gbvde alti, veya gévde+kuyruk alti yahut sadece kuyruk alti agik portakal rengi veya koyu kirmizi
bir hal alir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Kisa bitkili agik yerlerde, maki ve seyrek agagli kisimlarda yasar.

Tas alti ve yapraklar altinda gizlenir. Besinlerini kiigiik bdcek tirleri ile yumusakgalar teskil eder.
Hareketleri stratli degil, fakat ince ve kaygan oldugu igin otlar arasinda aniden gézden kaybolur.
Bir disi 2-5 yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dagihis: Tiir Kibris Adasl, Tiirkiye, Liibnan ve israil'de yayilmistir. Vertikal dagilisi 2000
m'ye kadar ¢ikabilir. Kibris, Tiirkiye'nin Dogu Akdeniz Bélgesi, Libnan ve israilde nominat alttiir
A. budaki budaki bulunur (Gé¢men et al., 1996a; Schmidtler, 1997).

Chalcides ocellatus (Forsskal, 1775) (Benekli Kertenkele, “Bizaska”)
Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 20 cm kadar, tombul yapili bir Kertenkeledir. Burun deligi

rostrale ile temasta, alt g6z kapaginda saydam bir disk mevcut, kulak deli§i az gok barizdir.
Viicudu orten pullar diiz veya hafif kabarik cizgili, gévde ortasinda sayilari 28-32 arasinda degisir.
Sirt taraf agik kahverengi veya gri, Uzerinde enine uzanan koyu lekeler bulunur. Lekelerin 6rttugu
pullar beyaz cizgi veya noktalidir Karin taraf lekesiz, kirli beyazdir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Seyrek bitkili kumlu ve tasli kisimlarda yasar. Tas alti veya yerdeki

deliklerde gizlenir. Yavas harekette gévdeye gére kisa ve zayif yapili bacaklarini, hizli harekette
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ise yilan gibi gdvdesini kullanir. Gévde hareketi ile kumluk yerlerde kuma gémiilerek aniden
gdzden kaybolur. Yumusak kumlu yerlerde nemli bitki koklerinde bulunur ve buradaki bdcek ve
larvalariyla beslenir. Bir disi 2-10 kadar yavru dogurur.

Cografi Dagilis: Tir Kuzey Afrika, Kibris dahil Akdeniz'de bazi adalar, Tirkiye ve Bati Asya’ya
yaylimistir. Vertikal dagilisi 1200 m'ye ¢ikabilir. Kuzey Kibris ve komsu ana karalarda nominat irk,
Chalcides ocellatus ocellatus yasar (Pasteur, 1981; Mermer, 1997; Mermer et al, 1997; Baran
& Atatiir, 1998). Bilhassa Mesarya Ovasr'nda bolca rastlanir (Gégmen et al., 1996a; Mermer et
al., 1997).

Eumeces schneideri (Daudin, 1802) (Sar Kertenkele)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 42 cm olabilen iri ve kalin yapili bir kertenkeledir. Rostrale

burun deligine dedmez, alt g6z kapagdi pullu, kulak deligi biiyiik ve oval, n kenarinda 3-6 tiggen
pul bulunur. Govde pullari diz, vicut etrafinda genellikle 24 veya 26, nadiren 22 veya 28 siralidir
Erginlerde sirt taraf kahverengiden gri veya sarimsi kahverengine kadar degisir. Bu zemin
Uzerinde kirmizimsi veya sarimsi lekeler yer alir. Vicut yanlarinda genellikle uzunlamasina sari
bir bant bulunur. Alt taraf agik saridir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Calilik veya bahge gibi acik arazide taslik kisimlarda yasar. Tas

altlari ile kendi kazdiklar veya diger hayvanlara ait deliklerde gizlenirler. Besinlerini bocek ve
omurgasiz hayvan tirleri ile kertenkeleler teskil eder. Bir disi 6-20 yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dadilis: Kuzey Afrika, Kibris adasi, Anadolu ve Bati Asya'dan Orta Asya’ya kadar
yayllmistir. Vertikal dagilisi 1800 m'ye ulasir. Kibris'ta ada i¢in endemik olan nominat irk, E.
schneideri schneideri (Doudin, 1802) yasar. Soyu tikenme tehlikesi ile kars! karsiyadir. Kuzey
Kibris'tan tek drnek 1999 Yilinda Asaf SENOL (KKTC Cevre Bakanligi) tarafindan yakalanmigtir

(Gégmen & Senal, yayinlanmamig sonuglar).

Mabuya vittata (Olivier, 1804) (Seritli Kertenkele)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 20 cm veya biraz daha uzun olabilir. Tiirkiye'de dagilis

gosteren yakin akraba tir, M. aurata tirinden daha ince yapilidir. Nuchal pullar karinali, burun
deligi tek plak Gstinde, karinali g6vde pullari vicut etrafinda genellikle 32, nadiren 31, 33, 34
sirali olabilir. Sirt taraf zeytin yesilinden kahverengine kadar degisir. Uzerinde boyuna ve agik
renkli 3 ¢izgi bulunur, ortadaki ¢izgi daha genistir. Vicut yanlarinda da agik renkli birer gizgi

bulunur. Gizgiler arasinda koyu iri lekeler bulunabilir. Bazen bu gizgilerin bazilari yok, bazen de
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tamamen ¢izgisiz ve hi¢ deseni olmayanlara da rastlanir. Karin taraf sarimsi beyaz veya agik
yesil ve lekesizdir.
Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Acik ve ormanlik arazide calilik ve taslik kisimlarda yasar. Bunlar

da cali dipleri ile tas altlarinda gizlenir. Besinlerini bdcek tirleri teskil eder. Bir disi 1-4 yavru
dogurur.

Cografi Dagilis: Tiir Kuzey Afrika ile Tiirkiye ve Kuzey Kibris dahil Dogu Akdeniz Ulkelerinde
yaylimistir. Vertikal dagiligi 1000 m'ye ulasir. Kibris'ta her yerde bulunur (Budak, 1974; Bohme &
Wiedl, 1994; Gdgmen et al., 1996a; Baran & Atatiir, 1998; Tok et al, 1999).

10. KIBRIS’TAKI YILANLAR
10.1. Familya: Typhlopidae
Typhlops vermicularis Merrem, 1820 (Kor Yilan)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Solucana benzeyen ince viicutiu bir yilandir. Bas ve kuyruk kisminin

birbirinden ayrilmasi zordur. A§iz basin altindadir. Genisligine esit boyda olan kuyrugun ucunda
klgtik bir diken bulunur. Gozler plak altinda ve siyah nokta halinde belli olurlar. Rostral plak bas
genigliginin 1/3'0 kadar, bagin (stlinde takriben géz hizasina kadar uzanir. Nasale kismen
béllinmiis, preoculare mevcuttur. Supralabialia 4 tanedir. Sirt ve karin pullari cycloid sekilde ve
benzer yapida, g6vde etrafindaki pul sayisi 21-24, pullarin arka ug tarafinda koyu renkli bir nokta
bulunur. Viicut uzunlugu 25-35 cm enine ¢api ise 1 ¢cm kadar olabilir. Sirt taraf pembemsi
kahverengi veya sarimsi kahverengi, karin taraf sarimsidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Nemli toprak ici ve tas altlarinda yasar. Toprak icinde tiineller

kazarak bdcek arar, ayrica karinca yuvalarinda da goriiliir. Ele alindiginda kuyruk ucundaki dikeni
batirmaya calisir. Ureme biyolojisi hakkinda fazla bilgi yoktur. 4-8 kadar yumurta birakir.
Besinlerini bocek larvalari ve karincalar teskil eder.

Cografi Dagilis: Afganistan’dan batiya dogru Kibris, Tirkiye, Yunanistan, Glney Bulgaristan,
Arnavutluk ve Giiney Yugoslavya'da yayilmistir. Vertikal dagilisi 1500-1600 m kadardir. Kibris ve
Tirkiye'nin hemen her tarafinda bulunur (Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gdgmen et al., 1996a; Baran &
Atatir, 1998).



Kuzey Kibris'in Kurbaga ve Siiriingenleri 21

10.2. Familya: Colubridae
Coluber jugularis Linnaeus. 1758 (Kara Yilan)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Bas kismi bariz, viicut 3 m kadar olabilir. Kibris'taki en uzun boylu yilan

tarldar: Preocularia genellikle 2, bunlardan Ustteki biyiktir. Postocularia ekseriyetle 2, nadiren
3, supralabialia genellikle 8, nadiren 7 tanedir. Goz bebekleri yuvarlak, karinasiz sirt pullarinin
govde ortasinda sayilari 19 siralidir. Ventralia 189-2 15. subcaudalia 99-128 arasinda degisir.
Genglerin sirt tarafi gri kahverengi olup, esmer ve siyah lekeli, erginlerde ise parlak siyahtir.
Erginlerde basin alti lekesiz sarimsi kirmizidir. Karin taraf ise kirmizi olup, lizerinde yuvarlagimsi
siyah lekeler bulunur. Genglerde karin taraf sarimsi beyaz olup, yalniz yanlarda siyahimsi lekeler
bulunur.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Ovalarda taslik dere kenarlari, yamag ve tarlalar ile batakliklarda

yasar. Ayrica bag ve bahge aralari ile mezarliklarda da gortllrler. Tas alti ve kemirici yuvalarinda
gizlenirler. Besinlerini kemiriciler, kus ve yavrular ile kertenkeleler teskil eder. Bazen diger
yilanlari da yerler. Cabuk isiran yilanlardir, ancak zehirsizdirler. insanlarla kargilaginca kagmadan
ses glkararak kendini savunmaya ¢alisir. Bir disi bir defada 7-11 kadar yumurta birakir. Tarim
urdinlerine zarar veren kemiricileri yediginden, fare miicadelesinde yararlanilan bir yilan ttrtidur.
Codrafi Dagiis: Tiir Kibnis, Tiirkiye, Suriye, Irak. Liibnan. Urdiin ve Israilde yayiimistir. Esas
olarak diz ovalarda yasayan bu yilan tiirQi deniz seviyesinden 1000 m yikseklikte de gorGlr.
Kibris'ta her yerde karsilagilir (Béhme & Wiedl, 1994; Gd¢men et al., 1996; Baran & Atatir,
1998).

Coluber cypriensis Schatti, 1985 (Kibris Kirbag Yilan)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Bas kismi bariz, viicut 110 cm kadar olabilir. Kibris'a endemik ve yaygin

olmayan uzun-ince bir yilan tridir. Genel olarak Coluber jugularis juvenil formlarini andirir:
Preocularia genellikle 2, bunlardan Ustteki biyiktir. Postocularia 2, supralabialia genellikle 8
tanedir. Goz bebekleri yuvarlak, karinasiz sirt pullarinin gdvde ortasinda sayilari 17 siralidir.
Ventralia 202-204, subcaudalia tipik olarak yliksek olup 124-132 arasinda degisir. Rengi siyah,
koyu kahverengi veya yesilimsi kahverengi olup, gézlerin etrafinda bariz beyaz bir halka bulunur.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Nispeten son zamanlarda tanimlandi§i igin habitati hakkinda gok

az bilgi mevcuttur. Vejetasyonlu kayalik yerleri tercih eden, esas olarak diurnal (glindiiziin aktif)

tirlerden birisidir. Kigik Keskin disleriyle, zehirsiz olup nispeten blylk bir agza sahiptir.
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Gogunlukla kertenkelelerle geginir: bilhassa Ablepharus budaki Gégmen et al. (1996b) bu tiir
icin uygun avlardan birisini olusturur. Vidcudundan bu tirtn iyi bir tirmanici oldugu anlagilir.
Cografi Dagilis: Bu yilan Kibris'in endemik siriingen tirlerinden birisidir. Akamas, Baf Ormani
ve Baf Bolgesi'nin diger birkag noktasinda belirlenmistir. Ada’nin kuzeyinden hentiz kayit yoktur
(Schatti, 1985; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gégmen et al., 1996b).

Coluber najadum (Eichwald, 1831) (ince Yilan, “Ok Yilani”)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: ince viicutlu ve total boyu 140 cm kadar olabilir. Preocularia 2, nadiren 1

veya 3, postoculare 2, supralabialia genellikle 8, bazen 9 veya 7 olabilir. Goz bebekleri yuvarlak,
vicut etrafindaki pullar diiz, gévde ortasinda sayilari genellikle 19, nadiren 17 siralidir. Ventralia
200-236, subcaudalia 100-140 arasinda degisir. Vicudun 6n kisminda sirt rengi gri veya mavimsi
kahverengi, arka kisimlarda ise sarimsi veya kirmizimsi kahverengidir. Boyun yanlarinda
kenarlari agik, ici siyah leke siralari bulunur. Bu lekeler geriye dogru kiictlir ve gévde yarisindan
once kaybolurlar. Gozlerin &n ve arka kenarlari sarimsi ince bir bantla cevrilidir. Alt taraf lekesiz
sarimsi beyazdir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Genellikle taslik ve calilik kuru ortamlarda yasar. Bazen bahge

aralari, tarla kenarlari ve evlere yakin yerlerde de gorillrler. Cali ve adaglara tirmanabilir.
Kertenkele ve bdceklerle beslenir. Bir disi 3-5 yumurta birakir. Gok stiratli hareket eder, hizla
giderken govdenin on kismini yukari kaldirir. Bu nedenle halk arasinda “ok yilani” adi da verilir.
Zehirsiz ve glindiz faaldir.

Cografi Dagilis: Tir Kuzey Kibris, Balkan Yarimadasr’nin gliney taraflari, Turkiye, Suriye ve
iran'da yayilmigtir. Deniz seviyesinden 1800 m yiiksekliklerde gériiliir. Bu tirin Kibris'ta
bulunduguna iligkin ilk kayit Boulenger (1910) tarafindan verilmistir. Kuzey Kibris (Kuguk
Kaymakli, Lefkose)'tan tek 6rmek, ZDEU (Zooloji Departmani Ege Universitesi) koleksiyonunda
muhafaza edilmektedir. Son olarak Lapta-Girne’'de gorliimstir (Gogmen et al., 1996a). Bu tlrin
de adadaki soyu, Sari Kertenkele Eumeces schneideri, Yari Sucul Yilan Natrix natrix ve Uysal

Yilan Eirenis modestus gibi tlikenme tehlikesi ile karsi karsiyadir.

Coluber nummifer Reuss, 1834 (Sikkeli Yilan)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Bilyiik basli, viicut boyu 150 cm kadar olabilir. Preocularia ekseriyetle 3,

postocularia genellikle 2, bazen 3 nadiren de 4 tanedir. Supralabial plaklar ekseriyetle 9 bazen 8

veya 10 olabilir. Goz bebegi yuvarlak, karinali sirt pullari gévde ortasinda 23-25 siralidir. Ventralia
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196-214, subcaudalia 79-89 arasinda degisir. Sirt taraf sarimsi veya gri kahverengi olup,
genellikle yuvarlagimsi esmer lekelidir. Sirt lekeleri bazen bitisik olabilir. Bagin Ustii ve yanlarinda
da koyu lekeler bulunur. Gévde yanlarinda iki sira leke mevcuttur. Sirt ve lateral lekeler kuyrukta
cizgi teskil ederler. Alt taraf sarimsi beyaz, siyahimsi noktalidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Az bitkili taslik bolgelerde yasar. Genellikle kertenkele, kiigiik

memeli, kus ve kus yavrulari ile beslenir.Toprak damli evlerin tavan kisimlarinda Gekkonidae
tirlerini yakalar. Hareketleri hizli ve isiricidirlar, ancak zehirsiz yilanlardir Bir disi 5-10 kadar
yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dagilis: Tiir Kibris, Suriye, Libnan, israil, Urdiin, Misir, Ege Denizi Adalari ve Tiirkiye'de
yayllmistir. Vertikal dagilisi 2000 mye cikar. Tirkiye'de Bati, Gliney, Orta Anadolu'nun bati
kisimlarinda yayilmistir (Gogmen et al., 1996a; Baran & Atatiir, 1998).

Eirenis modestus (Martin, 1838) (Uysal Yilan)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 70 cm kadar olabilen, ince yapili bir yilan tiiriidir. Preocularia

ekseriyetle 1, nadiren 2, postocularia 2, nadiren 1 veya 3, supralabialia 7, nadiren 8 tanedir. Géz
bebekleri yuvarlak, sirt pullarinin gévde ortasindaki sayilari genellikle 17 nadiren 19 siralidir.
Ventralia 143-189, subcaudalia 51-81 arasinda degisir. Sirt taraf sarimsi kahverengi, bas ve
ensedeki siyah lekeler genglerde bariz, yagl erginlerde silik veya hig belli degildir. Sirt genellikle
lekesiz, ancak bazilarinda az veya gok esmer lekeler bulunur. Alt taraf lekesiz sarimsi beyazdir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Az bitki értiisii olan taslik arazide yasar. Tas altlarinda gizlenir.

Besinlerini bdcek, driimcekler bazen de solucan v.b. hayvanlar teskil eder. Bir disi 3-8 yumurta
birakir.

Codgrafi Dagilis: Kibris, Kafkasya, Kuzeybati iran, Tiirkiye, Suriye, Liibnan, bazi Ege Adalar’nda
yayllmigtir. Vertikal dagilisi 2000 m'ye kadar cikar(Schmidtler, 1984; Osenegg, 1989; Baran &
Atatir, 1998). Kibris'ta yaygin olmayan tlrlerden birisidir. Kuzey Kibris'ta sadece Lapta-Girne'de

Go6gmen tarafindan 1997'de bir kez gértlmastar.

Natrix natrix (Linnaeus, 1758) (Yar1 Sucul Yilan)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Boynu bariz sekilde ince olan bu tiiriin viicut boyu 150 cm kadar olabilir.

Preocularia 1, nadiren 2, postocularia 3, nadiren 2 veya 4 olabilir. Supralabialia 7, nadiren 6 veya
8 tanedir. Karinali sirt pullari gdvde ortasinda genellikle 19, nadiren 17 veya 18 siralidir. Ventralia

162-184, subcaudalia 50-80 arasinda degisir. Sirt taraf gri veya esmer kahverengi, nadiren siyah,
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ender olarak albino fertlere de rastlanir. Sirtta iki agik renkli boyuna gizgi genellikle mevcut,
bazen de fark edilmez. Bu ¢izgilerin arasinda ve yanlarinda siyah lekeler bulunur. Basin arka
yanlarinda sari ay lekeleri genellikle barizdir. Govde yanlarinda da bir sira siyah leke bulunur. Alt
taraf sarimsi beyaz, sik veya seyrek siyah lekelidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Daha cok suya yakin ayirlik ve taslik kisimlarda yasar. Durgun ve

akarsularda, tarla ve bahge aralari ile evlerde de bulunur. Yakalandiklarinda isirmazlar ancak
fena kokan gazla karigik bir sivi salarlar. Bazen de sirt istli yatip agzini agarak 6li taklidi
yaparlar. Besinlerini kurbaga tirleri, kiigiik balik ve kemiriciler teskil eder. Bir disi 6-13 yumurta
birakir. Bazen ayni yere ¢ok sayida disi yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dagilis: Tir Kibris Adasi, Avrupa, Kuzeybati Afrika ve doguya dogru Orta Asya’ya kadar
yaylimistir. Vertikal dagilisi 2400 m’ye kadardir. Bu tir sucul ortamlara uyumu nedeniyle, Kibris'in
en nadir gorillen, keza en nazik ve tlikenme tehlikesi altinda olan yilanlarindan birisidir. 1960l
yillardan beri soyunun tilkendigine inanilmisti (Schmidtler, 1984; Osenegg, 1989; Schatti & Sigg,
1989).Wiedl & Bohme (1992) gorinis olarak hi¢ dokunulmamis ve ireyebilen bir populasyonu
Troodos Daglarinin kuzey eteklerinde (Lefkose Bolgesi) yeniden kesfetmislerdir. Ada’nin
glneyinde bu tirin alttir durumu agik degildir (Béhme & Wiedl, 1994). Kuzey Kibris'ta canli
ornede rastlanmamis olmakla birlikte, Kibris'ta oldugu bilinen bu yilanin birka¢ kanit 6rneginden
biri Gonyeli-Lefkose’dendir (ZDEU 117/1960). Bu durum, tiiriin énceleri, simdiki gibi daha yiiksek
ve daha soguk irtifalara sinilanmasindan ziyade, daha genis bir dagdilis sahasina sahip oldugunu
isaret eder. Elimizdeki drnege dayanarak Kuzey Kibris'ta N. n. persa (Pallas.1814) alttiir(intin

bulundugu sdylenebilir (Gogmen et al., 1996a).

Telescopus fallax (Fleischmann, 1831) (Kedi Gozlu Yilan)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: ince boyunlu, géz bebekleri dikey ve viicut uzunlugu genellikle 70-80 cm

olan bir yilandir. Preocularia 1, postocularia 2, nadiren 3 veya 1, supralabialia 8 bazen 7 veya 9.
Sirt pullari g6vde ortasinda 19, nadiren 21 sirali, ventralia 169-243, subcaudalia 47-78 arasinda
degisir. Sirt taraf gri kahverengi ve siyah lekelidir. Lekeler viicut gerisinde soluklagir. Koyu renkli
temporal serit mevcuttur. Gévde yanlari da bir sira lekelidir. Alt taraf sarimsi beyaz, mermer
gériiniminde esmer lekelidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Giinesli taglik yamaclar, yol kenari ve harabelerde yasar.

Besinlerini kertenkele ve kiiglik memeliler teskil eder. Yari zehirli olan bu yilanda zehir digleri st

genenin gerisindedir. Sabahin erken ve aksamin ge¢ saatlerinde avlarini zehriyle bayiltip sonra
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yutar. Zehirleri insan igin tehlikeli degildir. Bir disi 7-8 yumurta birakir.

Cografi Dagihs: Kibris, Gilineybati Asya, Balkanlar, Tirkiye ve Ege Denizi Adalar’nda
yayllmistir. Vertikal dagilisi 1600 m kadardir. Kibris'ta yaygin olarak karsilagilan bir tlirddr.
Kibris'ta yasayan alttiir ada icin endemik olan, Telescopus fallax cypriaca'dir (Baran, 1976:
Gogmen et al., 1996a).

Malpolon monspessulanus (Hermann, 1804) (Cukur Bash Yilan, “Sari
Yilan”)

Morfolojik Ozellikler: Bas (istiinde ve gdzler arasinda boyuna bir gukurluk vardir. Viicut boyu 2

m kadar olabilir. Preocularia 1, postocularia 2 nadiren 3, supralabialia 8, bazen 9. Ortalari biraz
cukur olan sirt pullari gdvde ortasinda 17 veya 19 siralidir. Ventralia 155-190, subcaudalia 67-
102 arasinda degisir. Sirt taraf erginlerde yesilimsi gri kahverengi ve lekesiz, genglerde zemin
renk gri veya kahverengi olup kiguk siyahimsi lekelidir. Lekelerin kenarlari ince beyaz gizgilidir.
Alt taraf beyazimsi veya sarimsi beyaz ve siyah veya gri noktalidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Az bitkili, taslik ve kuru ortamlarda yasar. Bahge su kanall

kenarlarinda da gorGlur. Besinlerini kertenkele, kuglk memeli ve kuslar teskil eder. Bir disi 4-12
yumurta birakir. Yari zehirli olan bu tiiriin zehri avladigi kiigik hayvanlar icin etkilidir. Ciinki zehir
disleri cenenin arka kisminda bulunur ve kiguktir ancak isirdigi yeri sisirir ve biraz aci verir.
Cografi Dagihs: Bu tiir Kibris, Gliney Avrupa, Tirkiye, Kuzey Afrika ve Bati Asya’da yayilmistir.
Vertikal dagilisi 1500 m kadardir. Kibris'ta her yerde rastlanir. Kibris ve komsu ana karalarda
yasayan alttliri M. m. insignitus (Geoffroy-St. Hilaire 1827) adini tasir (Osenegg, 1989; Schatti
& Sigg, 1989; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Baran & Atattir, 1998).

10.3. Familya: Viperidae

Vipera lebetina (Linnaeus, 1758) (Koca Engerek, “Batsalli, Sagir Yilan”)
Morfolojik Ozellikler: Viicut boyu 130 bazen de 200 cm kadar olabilen kalin yapili, Kibris'in en

tehlikeli ve en iri yilan tlirGdir. Basin Ust tarafi yalniz karinali kiigiik pullarla ortlli. Goz bebegi
dikey, g6z etrafinda pul halkasinda pul sayisi 14-18 arasinda degisir. Goz ile supralabialia
arasinda 3, nadiren iki pul sirasi vardir. Supralabialia 10, bazen 9 veya 11 olabilir. Karinali sirt
pullari gévde ortasinda 25, nadiren 27 sirali, ventralia 155-180, subcaudalia 35-58. Sirt taraf gri

veya esmer kahverengi, genellikle bariz iri siyahimsi lekelidir. Bazen iki pargali olabilen bu



26 Kuzey Kibris'in Kurbaga ve Siirlingenleri

lekelerin kenarlari esmer seritle gevrili, orta kisimlari tugla kirmizisidir. Temporal seritler soluk
renkli, gdvde yanlarinda da koyu leke siralari bulunur. Alt taraf hafif pembemsi sari yahut beyaz
ve siyah noktalidir.

Biyolojik-Ekolojik Ozellikler: Ormansiz diiz ova ve taslik kisimlarda yasar. Ayrica harabelerde,

tarla ve bahge aralarinda da goriilirler. Besinlerini kiiglik kemiriciler, kuslar, kertenkele ve yilanlar
teskil eder. Avlarini 6nce zehirleyip 6ldiriir, sonra yutar. Bir disi 5-7 yavru dogurur. Zehirli bir
tirdlr ve zehri insanlar icin tehlikeli olabilir. Ancak bu yilanin zehirlemesi ile 6lim olayi
bilinmemektedir. Biitiin yilan tlrleri gibi rahatsiz ediimedikge insana saldirmazlar.

Cografi Dagilis: Kibris, Kuzey Afrika, Siklat Adalari, Tlrkiye ile Bati ve Orta Asya tlirlin yayilis
alanini teskil eder. Vertikal dagiigi 2000 m'ye ulasir. Kuzey Kibris'ta, bilhassa Gegitkdy,
Karsiyaka ve Lapta civarlarinda (Girne Bolgesi), keza Karpaz Bdlgesi'nde sik olarak goriiliir.
Kibris'ta ada igin endemik kabul edilen nominat irk, V. lebetina lebetina yasar (Osenegg, 1989;
Schatti & Sigg, 1989; Béhme & Wiedl, 1994; Gocmen et al.,1996a). Bohme & Wiedl (1994) Baf
yakininda yakaladiklari bir ergin drnekte, sadece sa§ tarafta géz Ustlinde yer alan superciliar
plaklarin 6nemli derecede 6n sirt tarafa dogru cikinti yaptigini ve kigik fakat bariz bir boynuz

sekillendirdigini rapor etmistir.
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1. INTRODUCTION

A new snake species Coluber cypriensis (Schatti, 1985) which is endemic for Cyprus
and a new lizard species, Ablepharus budaki (Gogmen et al., 1996b) were recently described,
stemming from progressively increasing works on the herpetofauna of Cyprus (Schmidtler, 1984;
Schatti, 1985; Osenegg, 1989; Schétti & Sigg, 1989; Wiedl & Bohme, 1992; Béhme & Wiedl,
1994; Gdégmen et al., 1996a). It was also reported that the taxonomical states of Telescopus
fallax, Vipera lebetina and Natrix natrix were still problematical and the subspecific status of
Bufo viridis uncertain. The former Rana ridibunda of Cyprus is now a synonym of R.
levantina, a new species from Israel (Schneider et al., 1992; Béhme & Wiedl, 1994). Basoglu &
Baran (1977) included the Chamaeleo chamaeleon populations of Cyprus to the nominate race,
but Béhme & Wiedl (1994) were of the opinion that they belong to C. c. recticrista, an eastern
Mediterranean race. The same authors pointed to the similarity of Ophisops elegans from
Cyprus to those from Hatay (SE Anatolia).

Budak & Gdgmen (1995) found some significant morphological differences between the
L. laevis from Northern Cyprus and the nominate race (L. laevis laevis) from Adana & Mersin
(Budak, 1976), however it was not possible to differentiate the two populations by using Werner's
(1936) diagnostic characteristics. Thus, they strengthen the doubts of Osenegg (1989) and
Schéatti & Sigg (1989) on this topic. According to Budak & Gdogmen (1995), the established
differences may be at species level, raising the Cyprus form to L. troodica. A serological study
of Tosunoglu et al. (1999) provided a significant degree of certainty to the difference of the two
populations, suggesting the name L. troodica for the Island form. So now, it is one of the
endemic species of the Island.

For a long time the Ablepharus populations of the Island were accepted as
Ablepharus kitaibelii kitaibelii, the race of adjacent mainland, until Gé¢men et al. (1996b)
pointed to the similarities of this form to A. k. chernovi from Turkey & Armenia, and named it as
A. k. budaki. Later Schmidtler (1997) revised the genus Ablepharus within its distribution area
and concluded that the form from Cyprus is a distinct species, its relatives inhabiting Israel, Syria
and Turkey, and raised it to species level as A. budaki.

On the other hand, Natrix natrix, which was thought to be extinct in Cyprus
(Schmidtler, 1984; Schétti, 1985; Osenegg, 1989; Schatti & Sigg, 1989), was again found as a
breeding population in S Cyprus (Wiedl & Béhme, 1992); and after quite a long time, Coluber
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najadum was reported once more from N Cyprus (Gdgmen et al, 1996a) after its initial report
from the Island by Boulenger (1910)

Amphibians and reptiles are considered together in books on the herpetofauna. That is
the way we tried to introduce and describe the amphibians and reptiles of Cyprus in this booklet.
Short explanations on their descriptive general characteristics and relations with the environment

are given below.

2. GENERAL CHARACTERISTICS OF AMPHIBIANS

Amphibians are a class of vertebrates between fishes and reptiles, resembling in some
aspects the fishes and in some others the higher groups; i.e., amphibian embryos resemble those
of fishes and their usual four limbs are similar to those of terrestrial vertebrates. Amphibia (Greek
Amphibios) means “living a double life”. They live in water during an early stage of development
and on land during the adult stage, but always dependent on water. They are thought to be
originated from fish-like ancestors but then adapted to a living on land; for example, the adults
have legs instead of paired fins, the gills of larvae disappear and the adults develop lungs.

The skin of an amphibian is naked; i.e., it does not contain scales, feathers or hairs; it is

always kept moist by secretions of a lot of skin glands, some of which are poison glands (Figure

1).
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Figure 1. A generalized male frog in dorsolateral view (slightly modified from Arnold & Burton, 1978).
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Adult amphibians are carnivorous; insects, earthworms and some land snails being
their main diet. While in their larval stages urodeles are carnivorous but anurans are herbivorous.
They usually metamorphose during their development; i.e., after the embryo they experience a
larval stage, the duration of which is dependent on species, also on temperature and some other
extrinsic conditions.

The urodeles exhibit various lively colours, while in anurans the colouration is in
accordance with the environment. For example, Bufo viridis (Green Toad) is so well
camouflaged in its environment, one notices it only when it jumps away. Amphibians can not
tolerate aridness and salinity in their environments. That is why they do not live in the seas and

would not survive if their skins become dry.

3. RELATIONS OF AMPHIBIANS WITH THE ENVIRONMENT

Amphibians have some natural enemies; some birds, aquatic turtles, snakes, several
mammals, even some large freshwater fish predate on amphibians, also their aquatic larvae are
seriously harmed by some insects. But of course, the greatest adversary of amphibians is man.
On the other hand, amphibians are beneficial to man, consuming large quantities of harmful
insects, thus keeping under control some agricultural pests and some pathogenic vectors. Being
usually ignorant of the benefits of amphibians in maintaining a natural equilibrium, we greatly
harm them intentionally or unintentionally; i.e., we destroy or obliterate wetlands, their natural
habitats, or seriously pollute some freshwater systems (rivers and lakes). Thus, irreversibly

deplete the natural stocks of the amphibian populations.

4. GENERAL CHARECTERISTICS OF REPTILES

Reptiles are a class of vertebrates between amphibians and birds, adapted to a
terrestrial life style. Their skins are dry, almost without any skin glands. Over their skins a
keratinous layer is present, which forms scales and plates at different parts of the body (Figures
2-6). From time to time, this layer is completely renewed.

Reptiles usually have four limbs, but some of them are limbless. Even those with limbs
have very low bodies so that they are in contact with the ground. The majority of them live on
land, but some are aquatic, however even those have lungs.

Reptiles usually have copulation organs so they have internal fertilization. They are

usually oviparous, i.e., the females lay their eggs to suitable places in their environment. The
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eggs are either covered with deformable elastic skins or with hard, brittle shells. Some reptiles
give birth to live young. They never have a larval stage during their development, the young
emerging from the eggs are like miniature copies of the adults. Reptiles are mainly carnivorous,

however some turtles and some lizards feed mainly on plant material.
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Figure 2: Head plates in a turtle: A, B-Dorsal, C-Lateral views. Pf: Praefrontale, F: Frontale, N: Nasale, M: Massetericum.
T: Tympanicum (slightly modified from Basoglu & Baran, 1977).

N M,

(B)

Figure 3. Keratin plates in a generalized turtle shell: A- Carapace, B- Plastron. N: Nuchale, V1-Vs: Vertebralia, C+-Ca:
Costalia, M+-M+1: Marginalia, Sc: Supracaudalia, G: Gulare, H: Humerale, P: Pectorale, Ab: Abdominale, F:
Femorale, An: Anale, Ax: Axillare. In: Inguinale (slightly modified from Basoglu & Baran, 1977).
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Figure 4. Head and abdominal plates in a lizard: A-Lateral, B-Dorsal, C-Ventral views, D-Ventral view of hind leg region

An: Anale, Co: Collaria, F. Frontale, Fp: Frontoparietalia, Im: Inframaxillaria, In: Internasale, Ip: Interparietale,

FeP: Femoral Pores, KC: Cloacal Cleft, L: Loreal Plates, M:Massetericum, Me: Mentale, MG: Median Gularia,
N: Nasale, O: Occipitale, P: Parietalia, Pan: Preanale, Pf: Praefrontalia, Pn: Postnasalia, Po: Preoculare, R:
Rostrale, SG: Supraciliar Granules, Su: Sulcus Gularis, SI: Supralabialia, Sn: Supranasalia, So: Suboculare,

Soc: Supraocularia, SP: Supraciliar Plates, St: Supratemporalia, T: Tympanicum, TP: Temporal Scales, V:
Ventralia (slightly modified from Basoglu & Baran, 1977 and Baran & Atatiir, 1998).

31
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Figure 5: Head plates in a typical snake: A- Dorsal, B- Lateral, C- Ventral views. 1: Rostrale, 2: Internasalia, 3:
Praefrontalia, 4: Frontale, 5: Supraocularia, 6: Parietalia, 7: Nasale, 8: Frenale, 9: Praeocularia, 10:
Postocularia, 11: Temporalia, 12: Posttemporalia, 13: Supralabialia, 14: Sublabialia, 15: Mentale, 16: Anterior
Inframaxillaria, 17: Posterior Inframaxillaria, 18: Gularia, V: Ventrale (slightly modified from Basoglu & Baran,
1978).

Figure 6: Ventral views of tails in snake families found in Cyprus Island. A-Typhlopidae (Typhlops vermicularis), B-
Colubridae (Coluber jugularis), C-Viperidae (Vipera lebetina). Ay: Anal cleft, An: Anale, S: Subcaudale
(slightly modified from Basoglu & Baran, 1978).
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5. RELATIONS OF REPTILES WITH THE ENVIRONMENT

Some birds of prey and some mammals are the natural enemies of reptiles. But again,
their most dangerous enemy is man. Some of the snake and lizard species are poisonous.
Poisonous lizards belonging to the genus Heloderma live in Middle America, i.e., no lizard living
in Cyprus Island is poisonous. But approximately 30% of the Cyprus snake species are
venomous. However, almost everybody is afraid of the snakes and they are usually
indiscriminately killed whenever seen. Some limbless lizards inhabiting the adjacent mainland, but
which do not exist in Cyprus, (for example European Glass Lizard, Ophisaurus apodus) are also
usually get killed, being mistaken with snakes.

Reptiles prefer warm to hot regions, their species and numbers diminish towards colder
areas. A lessening in abundance is also observed with increasing altitude. Some specially
adapted reptiles live on trees or in water.

The relations of reptiles with man are a little different from those of other animal groups.
As mentioned before, some of the snakes are venomous, so the majority of the human population
is afraid of snakes and tries to kill them if possible, without discriminating the venomous from the
harmless ones. In so harming the general snake populations, we also destroy the equilibrium of
nature. Some people are also using various snakes as pet trade material, which also depletes
natural snake populations, and as a result, mice and rats in nature get out of control, causing
much harm to our various agricultural crops.

Some human activities pollute, reduce or completely destroy habitats suitable for
snakes. Also, the skins of some snakes are used in the manufacture of shoes, belts, etc.,
resulting in uncontrolled hunting of these species, seriously endangering their survival.

Reptiles developed and evolved into many diverse groups up to and during Mesozoic,
thus becoming the masters of our planet; but in later geological ages a lot of reptile groups
became extinct, so today only a small percentage of those diverse groups survive. Compared

with other vertebrates, reptile species are significantly fewer both qualitatively and quantitatively.

6. HUMANS VERSUS AMPHIBIANS & REPTILES

The great majority of the amphibian and reptilian fauna of Cyprus Island is without
poison or venom. Two species of the Island's snakes; Telescopus fallax (Cat Snake) and
Malpolon monspessulanus (Montpellier Snake) are usually harmless unless they bite thin

regions (like fingers) because their paired poison teeth are way back in their upper jaws. They
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usually feed on small rodents like mice, thus they are effective in saving some agricultural crops
and help in keeping the general hygienic properties of the environment. Some of the other
reptilian and amphibian species are potential biological pest controllers, feeding on various insect
and rodent pests. Decreases in the populations of amphibians and some aquatic reptiles caused
by chemical pollution in their wetland habitats result in a proportional increase in various insect
pests sharing the same environment, eradication of which is an expensive process. Similarly, fear
of snakes resulting from ignorance causes the local people to kill any snake on sight, removing
important rodent controllers from the environment. One should always keep in mind that these
amphibian and reptilian species do not share common food sources with man, and various lizard
and snake species never harm us, unless provoked or stepped-on accidentally, etc. However; the
Blunt-nosed Viper, Vipera lebetina, which may be encountered especially during the night time in
open grasslands, rocky-stony areas in Cyprus, may be dangerous to small and large mammals,
even to man, being venomous and having a large pair of poison fangs in front of its upper jaw.

Taking into consideration the presence of both poisonous and non-poisonous snakes

on the Island, and the probability of being bitten by any one of them, at least some basic
information and first-aid procedures should be given.
A bitten person should not try to catch the culprit, which may lead to further bitings. Any snake
can bite a man and usually the majority of snake bites are done by non-poisonous species, even
the bite of a poisonous snake does not always inject an effective amount of venom into the
wound. With the proper and timely precautions, death from snake bites on the island would be
very rare indeed. Even in untreated viper bite cases, death in the first 24 hours is almost never
seen. However such bites should be considered seriously and treated accordingly.

There may appear some observable symptoms at the bite area within half an hour and
they may indicate the possibility of poisoning. Then no time should be lost in getting treatment,
bearing in mind that over-excitement and panic can also be harmful.

In case of poisoning the first symptoms are:

The first and sometimes the only symptom may be shock, which can also result from
the bite of a non-poisonous snake. The victim usually feels weak but in extreme cases can
become semi-conscious with cold, damp skin, weak pulse and rapid, shallow breathing. In case of
a real poisoning, the bite area swells within several minutes. Later; sweating, vomiting, abdominal

pains and diarrhea may appear.
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The first-aid procedure should be:

+ Victim should be reassured and calmed.

+«+ The bite area should be immobilized, movement may spread the venom.

¢+ Prompt medical attention should be seeked, preferably at a hospital with viper antivenin
facilities.

% If medical attention is likely to be delayed for over an hour, a firm (but not tight) ligature can
be applied above the bite area to retard the spreading of venom. Cutting with a sterile razor
or sucking of the wound is not recommended since the former may lead to shock and the
latter to secondary poisoning. Washing the wound with strong disinfectants or with
potassium permanganate solution should also be avoided.

In some highly sensitive people (to snake venom) the bite is immediately followed by a

collapse. Medical attention should be given to them as soon as possible.

7. AMPHIBIANS IN CYPRUS
7.1. Family: Bufonidae
Bufo viridis Laurenti, 1768 (Green Toad)

Identification: SVL (Snout-Vent Length) up to 9 cm; i.e., smaller than the other species of the
genus in Turkey, B. bufo. Parotoid glands are distinct; the iris green or greenish with mixed black
lines. Tympani are distinct; the skin rough. The male has a vocal sac. A single row of tubercles
under fingers. The dorsum generally gray, greenish or whitish with large green maculations
usually rimmed in black. The lateral body warts, and sometimes the dorsal warts are red. The
venter is dirty white, with or without maculations.

Habitat & Biology: This nocturnal species shelters in the daytime under stones or within

subterranean burrows in gardens or open fields. Is more tolerant to dessication. Predating on
insects, earthworms and some molluscs. Vocalisation of the males resembles a loud police
whistle. Goes to water only for breeding. A female spawns 10.000-12.000 eggs in two gelatinous
strings in suitable places of lakes, lakelets, pools or slowly flowing streams.

Distribution: The range of the species extends from N Africa, Mediterranean countries including
Northern Cyprus, Middle and S Europe, Turkey to W Asia and Mongolia. Its vertical distribution is
up to 4600 m. Northern Cyprus, is, according to some authors (Osenegg, 1989: Schétti & Sigg,

1989), inhabited by B. v. arabicus Heyden, 1827; however, the taxonomical status of this
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population group is not clear yet (Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gé¢men et al., 1996a). This species is
abundantly distributed especially around the vicinity of the lakelets of Gonyeli (Nicosia, Lefkosa)

and Gegitkdy (Kyrenia, Girne) in northern Cyprus.

7.2. Family: Hylidae

Hyla savignyi Audoin, 1827 (Green Frog)

Identification: SVL up to 5 cm; skin smooth dorsally, granulated ventrally. Tympanic membranes
distinct. Typically, fingers and toes end in wide, disc shaped adhesive pads. Males have a large
vocal sac beneath the chin. The dorsum is usually a bright green, sometimes changing to gray,
yellowish or blackish, sometimes with dark coloured small spots. This species is usually quite
similar to H. arborea (Linnaeus, 1758) (Common Tree Frog), but differs from that species in
having relatively longer hind legs and no spur-like branch of the dark lateral stripe in the inguinal
region. Also, the stripe is not continuous (In Hyla arborea, a dark stripe, which begins in front of
the eye, extends through the tympanic membrane, and laterally along flanks to the inguinal area,
and there forms a spur-like branch anterodorsally). The venter is whitish or slightly yellowish.
Habitat & Biology: An arboreal species; frequenting trees, shrubs, bushes or reeds. Nocturnal in
habit, shelters under leaves in the daytime. Not easy to detect because of its colour changing
ability. Goes to water only in the breeding season. Feeds on various flying insects and spiders.
Has potent poisonous skin secretions. Prefers clean and deep waters with much vegetation for
breeding. The vocalisation of the males is quite strong during the breeding period. The walnut
sized egg masses are sometimes attached to the vegetation in water, containing 800-1,000 eggs.
Distribution: Is known from Cyprus, Turkey, Israel, Syria, Iran and Transcaucasica. It is widely

distributed in the vicinity Lefke (Nicosia), Gegitkdy and Lapta (Kyrenia) in Northern Cyprus.

7.3. Family: Ranidae
Rana ridibunda Pallas, 1771 (Marsh Frog)

Identification: SVL up to 15 cm. Tympanal membrane distinct, a temporal stripe is not present.
Dorsolateral skin folds well developed. The skin is usually rough to warty; the males with two
vocal sacs. The dorsum is greenish-gray, may also be light to dark brown. Darker patches of
marbling or maculations also present. In some specimens, a lighter coloured vertebral stripe is

evident. Venter usually dirty white or yellowish, frequently with small, dark markings; in some, the
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venter is reddish. Recently, some authors believe that the Cyprus population belongs to Rana
levantina Schneider, Sinch & Nevo, 1992 (Levantine Frog) (Presently known from the Nile
Delta, Israel and Turkey), a frog species recently distinguished from Rana ridibunda with its
characteristic vocalization. SVL up to 85 mm. The dorsum is green and brown; with dark green,
dark brown or black maculations; hind limbs with large dark blotches. But this status is not
confirmed yet, since the morphological characteristics, habitats and biology are overlapping those
of Rana ridibunda.

Habitat & Biology: Strongly aquatic, inhabits lakes, pools or slowly flowing streams with much

vegetation. Stays in close proximity of water bodies and prefers low plains or marshes.
Sometimes seen in strong currents. A gregarious and diurnal species, but can forage also in the
nighttime. Main diet is insects. A female lays 5,000-10,000 eggs as several masses either
between aquatic plants or directly into open water.

Distribution: The species is widespread in N Africa, Middle and S Europe, Turkey, W Asia and
Cyprus with a vertical distribution up to 2500 m. In Northern Cyprus, this species is abundantly
encountered in the lakelets Gegitkdy (Kyrenia) and Gonyeli (Nicosia) and also around Lefke (near

the boundary of Greek Cypriote in the western of the country, Nicosia).

8. TURTLES IN CYPRUS
8.1. Family: Bataguridae
Mauremys caspica (Gmelin, 1774) (Caspian Turtle, Stripe-necked Turtle)

Identification: Carapace length up to 25 ¢m, or slightly longer; carapace ankylosed to plastron;
axillar and inguinal plates present. Carapace low-domed; vertebral and costal plates with distinct
central keels in young, gradually become indistinct in older specimens. The suture between the
anals is shorter than that of femorals. Carapace is gray to grayish-green with reddish or yellowish
markings, the plastron with large dark or black patches. The head, neck and limbs with yellowish
stripes.

Habitat & Biology: Inhabits lakes, rivers, ditches, etc. Feeds on fish and other suitable aquatic

animals. Hibernates under water. A female lays 9-20 eggs in terrestrial nests.
Distribution: Its range extends from NW Africa, S Europe to Turkey, Transcaucasica, Iran, Irag,
Syria, Israel, Northern Cyprus and some Aegean islands. In Northern Cyprus, M. c. rivulata

(Valenciennes, 1833) is present being only in Kiigiik Kaymakl District, Kanli Dere River (Nicosia).
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8.2. Family:Cheloniidae
Caretta caretta (Linnaeus, 1758) (Loggerhead Turtle)

Identification: Marine, carapace up to around 100 cm in adults. Two pairs of prefrontal plates on
the head; 5 pairs of costal plates on the carapace; nuchal plate in contact with the first costals.
On the outer edges of the flipper-like limbs two claws at most. Usually 3 pairs of inframarginal
plates, without pores. The dorsum is usually reddish-brown; the venter whitish to light yellow.

Habitat & Biology: Feeds on fish, molluscs and coelenterates. A female deposits around a

hundred eggs to nests dug into beach sands. Nest building is, as in C. mydas, nocturnal. The
hatchlings emerge during the night after an incubation period of approximately two months and
enter the sea. Because of the touristic, urban and industrial usage of suitable nesting beaches,
the Mediterranean populations are gravely endangered. To prevent their extinction, they are now
protected under “Mediterranean Action Plan” (MAP).

Distribution: Widespread in warm and temperate oceans, also in the Mediterranean; sometimes
seen in the Sea of Marmara and the Black Sea. The nests of the Mediterranean populations are
usually built on the southern sandy shores of Anatolia and the northeastern shores of Northern

Cyprus between Kyrenia and Dipkarpaz.

Chelonia mydas (Linnaeus, 1758) (Green Turtle)

Identification: One of the bigger marine turtles with a carapace length up to 140 cm. Only one
pair of prefrontals on head; nuchal plate does not contact the first costals; 4 pairs of costals on
carapace. Each of the flipper-like limbs contain at most only one claw. Usually 4 pairs of
inframarginal plates. The dorsum is grayish-brown, usually with yellowish or brownish markings.
The venter is light yellow to white.

Habitat & Biology: The adult usually feeds on turtle grass and other seaweed, the young is

carnivorous. A female deposits around 200 eggs to its nest dug in the beach, usually laying more
than one batch (in one breeding season, up to 5 batches with a total 468 eggs have been
observed). For a long time the species had an economical importance because of its edible meat
and fat, so its populations dangerously decreased. The usage of its nesting sites with various
aims further endangered the survival of the species in the Mediterranean basin, so now, like the
loggerhead, the green turtle is also protected under MAP.

Distribution: Warm oceans, also present in the Mediterranean, rarely seen in Black Sea. Nesting

sites in Turkey and Northern Cyprus exclusively in the eastern Mediterranean coasts. In Northern
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Cyprus, they especially nest in the sandy shores of Yayla (=Kumkdy) (Glizelyurt, Nicosia),

Acapulco Village (Kyrenia) and Yeni Erenkdy (Karpaz Region).

9. LIZARDS IN CYPRUS
9.1. Family: Gekkonidae
Cyrtopodion kotschyi (Steindachner, 1870) (Kotschy’s Gecko)

Identification: Total length to 9-10 cm. Pupils vertical. 8-12 longitudinal rows of keeled tubercles
on dorsum, continuing on tail, tubercles are longer than wide; toes lack adhesive pads and
slender, subdigital scales smooth. The dorsum is light to dark gray with dark zigzagging
transverse stripes or maculations. The venter is whitish.

Habitat & Biology: Inhabits rocky-stony places with scanty vegetation, also seen on stone walls

and buildings. Partly nocturnal, but also forages in daytime. Feeds on insects and spiders. Can
change colour in accordance with the illumination state of the environment. A female lays 1-2
eggs between crevices and cracks of rocks.

Distribution: Its range extends from S Italy and Greece to Aegean islands, Cyprus, Turkey,
Syria, Israel, NW Iran and the Transcaucasus region; with a vertical distribution to 2500 m. It is

represented with Cyrtopodion kotschyi fitzingeri (Baran & Gruber, 1982), endemic for Cyprus.

Hemidactylus turcicus (Linnaeus, 1758) (Turkish Gecko, “Mischaro”)
Identification: Total length up to 9-10 cm. Pupils vertical. On dorsal side, 14-16 longitudinal rows
of tubercles present; also above tail, 6-8 rows of tubercles. 7-10 supralabials; preanal pores 4-10,
rarely 2. Ventral scales are smooth, those of the medial row, bigger. The dorsum is grayish or
light brown, overlaid by irregular, darker blotches. the venter is dirty white.

Habitat & Biology: Lives under stones, in crevices of rocks, in houses and ruins. Feeds on

insects and spiders. Largely nocturnal, but may be active by day. A female lays 2 eggs.
Distribution: Known from Mediterranean and Red Sea coastal regions to India, including Turkey
and Cyprus; with a vertical distribution to 1000 m. Found in all coastal zones of Northern Cyprus.
It is represented with Hemidactylus turcicus turcicus (Baran & Gruber, 1982; Bohme & Wied|,
1994; Gégmen et al., 1996a; Baran & Atatlr, 1998).
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9.2. Family:Agamidae
Laudakia stellio (Linnaeus, 1758) (Spiny Lizard)

Identification: Total length up to 35 cm, or slightly longer. The flat and triangular head is covered
with asymmetrically distributed small scales and plates; pupils round; spiny scales on the neck
and sides of the head. The dorsum is covered with small and large scales; the tail with rings of
spiny scales, two rings forming a segment. Tail does not break easily. The scales under the chin
are keeled, those of abdomen smooth. The dorsum is blackish-brown with large yellow blotches.
The venter is dirty yellow or yellowish-brown. In males, the throat is gray with a reticulated
pattern; some of the dorsal scales may be bright blue.

Habitat & Biology: Frequents stone walls, rocky areas and olive groves, can easily climb both on
trees and rocks. Feeds mainly on insects, but can also ingest some plant material. Typically bobs
head vertically. A female lays 8-14 eggs.

Distribution: Known from N Africa, SE Europe, Turkey and SW Asia; with a vertical distribution
to 1500 m. Encountered everywhere in Cyprus. It is represented with the subspecies L. stellio
cypriaca (Daan, 1967), endemic for Cyprus. The status of the Cyprus population has been
doubted by Shéatti & Sigg (1989). However, Osenegg (1989) and Gdégmen et al. (1996a) re-
investigated material from Cyprus, Turkey and Syria and concluded that cypriaca is distinct and

valid.

9.3. Family: Chamaeleontidae
Chamaeleo chamaeleon (Linnaeus, 1758) (Mediterranean Chameleon,

“Hamolyo”)
Identification: Total length up to 24-30 cm. Quite a different and unmistakable species with a
laterally flattened body and characteristic slow movements. The head narrow and high, in adults
in the form of a bony helmet. A vertebral ridge formed by enlarged scales. The toes are arranged
as two opposed to three (reversing in front and hind feet) so that feet are modified to gripping
rather than walking. The eyes fairly big and bulbous, with fused eyelids leaving a small opening
for pupil. The eyes can move independently, or together for stereo vision. Tail strongly prehensile.
Can change colour rather quickly, the ground colouration may be overlaid by darker or lighter
maculations, spots and/or lateral stripes. A medial abdominal yellowish line, extending posteriorly

to anus, does not change colour.
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Habitat & Biology: Strongly arboreal, moves slowly but easily among twigs and branches by

means of its grasping feet and prehensile tail; catching various insect preys with a sticky
extensible tongue. A female deposits 20 or more eggs into burrows dug in soil.

Distribution: Known range extends from N Africa and Spain to W Asia; including Turkey and
Cyprus with a vertical distribution to 700 m. It is stated that the Cyprus race of this species
belongs to C. chamaeleon recticrista (Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gocmen et al., 1996a). In spite of
Hillenius (1978) who considered it to be a synonym of C. chamaeleon chamaeleon, these
authors maintain this trinomial nomenclature. Material from Turkey (G6¢men et al., 1996a) and
Greece (Bohme, 1989; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994), suggest that eastern Mediterrenean specimens
attain larger dimensions than western ones (Portugal, Spain). Furthermore, there seem to be
slight hemipenial differences between the two groups (Bohme & Wiedl, 1994). Thus, the
population of Cyprus belongs to the eastern Mediterranean form, i.e., C. chamaeleon

recticrista.

9.4. Family: Lacertidae

Acanthodactylus schreiberi Boulenger, 1918 (Fringe-toed Lizard)
Identification: Total length up to 15-20 c¢cm. The occipital plate on top of head absent or
rudimentary; a longitudinal depression on the anterior part of head. Subocular usually extends
down to the edge of the mouth. 71-108 rows of scales around mid-trunk; femoral pores between
19-29. The lateral edges of the toes with fringe-like short spines, especially obvious at the outer
borders of the 4th toes. The dorsum with 6-7 longitudinal white lines in young, with dark
longitudinal stripes in-between, may be overlaid with round spots. The lined pattern more or less
disappears on mature specimens, replaced by dark brownish and yellowish gray maculations.
The venter is whitish. In breeding season, the venter of the males and females become brilliant
reddish and greenish, respectively.

Habitat & Biology: Inhabits sandy areas with sparse vegetation. Very agile and quick moving,

difficult to catch in open places. Feeds on insects. A female lays 3-5 eggs.

Distribution: This species is distributed in Cyprus, Eastern Mediterranean region of Turkey,
Lebanon and Israel; with a vertical distribution to 1000 m (Troodos Mountain, Southern Cyprus).
One of its subspecies, A. s. syriacus Boettger, 1878 inhabits the sandy banks of Lebanon and
Israel. In Cyprus and Turkey, the nominate subspecies, A. s. schreiberi Boulenger, 1879 is
present (Béhme & Wiedl, 1994; Gogmen et al., 1996a; Franzen, 1998).
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Lacerta troodica Werner, 1936 (Troodos Lizard)

Identification: Total length around 12-20 cm. Rostral in contact with external nares; 2
postnasals; 5 supralabials in front of subocular; supraciliary granules usually in a complete row
(97%); a large masseteric scale in temporal region; 51-68 rows of indistinct keeled dorsal scales
at mid-trunk; ventrals in 6 longitudinal rows; femoral pores between 19-24. In median gular
region, scale numbers are 25 in average. The dorsum is gray, greenish-brown with dark spots or
maculations. Flanks with a longitudinal dark stripe (Temporal Band), above which greenish-white
round spots are present. Parallel subtemporal bands extend below the temporal bands down to
the base of hind legs at least, or to the mid level of the tail. The venter is yellowish-white or light
green, lateral parts with blue spots. Chin, throat and venter brick red in breeding season.

Habitat & Biology: Inhabits sandy slopes, arid and vegetated areas, cultivated fields, loose

garden walls, rocky and stony damp places; sometimes arboreal. Feeds on insects. A female lays
2-6 eggs.

Distribution: Known only from Cyprus Island as an endemic species with a vertical distribution to
1200 m. (Troodos Mountain, Southern Cyprus). However, it is a coastal species in Northern
Cyprus. Closely related species, Lacerta laevis Gray, 1838 is distributed in Turkey, Syria,
Lebanon and Israel. In both the lateral colour pattern of the body and the fairly dark-coloured
window of large scales in the lower eyelid, the Cyprus specimens closely resemble L. I. kulzeri
(Budak & Gégmen 1995, Gogmen et al. 1996a). However, they are also similar to Anatolian L. I.
laevis specimens in general colouration, for example a strong orange-red colour on the ventral
side during breeding season. The Cyprus specimens also differ from L. I. kulzeri in ventral
colouration and in some pholidosis characteristics, e.g., absent or small-sized massetericum
(Hoofien et al. 1990). Habitats described by Bischoff & Schmidtler (1994) for L. I. kulzeri and by
Budak & Gdégmen (1995) for the Cyprus populations are different from each other. While L. I
kulzeri is an arid region form, the Cyprus form likes a relatively moist habitat, which is similar to
the habitat of L. I. laevis (Budak, 1976). Lacerta troodica differs from L. laevis in the following
morphological characteristics: in L. laevis, median gularia number is less (average 20), gular
scales larger; the subtemporal “lines” below the temporal bands extend down to the mid-trunk
level and also, supraciliary granules usually not in a complete row. Regarding serum proteins,
Tosunoglu et al. (1999) found qualitative differences in both albumin and globulin regions
between the two forms, which suggests that the northern Cyprus and Turkey populations are

clearly distinct. Accordingly, the authors concluded that these populations are taxonomically
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distinct at the species level. Thus, the Cyprus population should be considered as L. troodica
rather than L. I. troodica as previously suggested by Budak & Gogmen (1995).

Ophisops elegans Ménétriés, 1832 (Snake-eyed Lizard, Field Lizard)
Identification: A small lizard with a total length up to 15-16 cm. Snout-vent length usually 5.5 cm;
tail about twice body length. A distinct depression is present at the anterior dorsal side of head.
The two eyelids are fused, forming a transparent capsule over the eye, similar to that of a snake.
Rostral does not contact external nares; 2 postnasals; no collars; 28-43 rows of keeled dorsal
scales at mid-trunk; ventrals in 6 longitudinal rows; femoral pores between 8-12. The dorsum is
usually gray or brown with a few or more abundant and variously sized black markings, rarely no
markings on dorsum; usually two dorsolateral light lines present. In Cyprus, chin, throat and the
body venter of males become yellowish green, while this colouration is seen only in chin and
throat in females during the breeding season.

Habitat & Biology: A ground-dwelling species usually inhabiting open arid plains with sparse

vegetation and rocky, soily substrates; prefers steppes. Diurnally feeds on insects. A female lays
2-6 eggs.

Distribution: Its range extends from southern Balkan countries, Turkey, Aegean and
Mediterranean islands, including Cyprus to SW Asia and Punjab in N India; with a vertical
distribution to 2000 m. In Cyprus, this species is represented with an endemic subspecies, O. e.
schlueteri which is abundantly encountered everywhere of the island (Darevsky & Beutler, 1981:
Osenegg, 1989; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gdgmen et al, 1996a).

9.5. Family: Scincidae
Ablepharus budaki Gogmen, Kumlutag & Tosunoglu, 1996 (Budak’s Snake-
eyed Skink)

Identification: A slim, glossy skink with a total length up to 6-12 cm. Rostral does not contact
external nares. Nasal plate complete, not split; the ear opening is so evidently big (0.4-0.5 mm
diameter) that, it can be seen with the naked eye and it is situated partially at the neck. The
number of vertical rows of scales between the masseteric and the ear opening changes (3-4,
usually 3); Fused eyelids form a transparent capsule over the eye. no row of small scales forming

a ring around the eye. 18-21 (average 20) rows of smooth, similar body scales around mid-trunk.
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The dorsum is bronze, dark brown or grayish green; the scales may be rimmed in golden and
overlied with black lines. The flanks usually with a wide dark brown band (Temporal Band): below
this, a dirty white subtemporal band extends up to the ear opening (in Cyprus specimens) or
beyond the ear opening towards the flanks (in Turkey specimens) from the rostral plate. The
ventral side of the body is blackish-bluish gray. During the breeding period, particularly in males
and juveniles the venter is coloured from light orange to dark red: usually only the trunk venter or
all of the ventral side, except the gular region, or only under the tail is coloured. In juveniles this
colouration gradually increases and becomes brighter under and over the tail from the vent
through its tip.

Habitat & Biology: Lives in open spaces with short bushy plants and maquis or sparse trees;

hides under stones and leaves. Feeds on small insects and molluscs. Not a swift skink with very
short limbs, but can quickly disappear in undergrowth with its slim and slippery body. A female
lays 2-5 eggs

Distribution: Its range includes Cyprus, Turkey, Lebanon and Israel; with a vertical distribution to
2000 m. In Cyprus, the eastern Mediterranean region of Turkey, Lebanon and Israel, it is
represented with the nominate subspecies, A. budaki budaki (Gogmen et al., 1996b; Schmidtler,
1997).

Chalcides ocellatus (Forskal, 1775) (Ocellated Skink, “Bizaska”)

Identification: A rather stout, thick necked glossy skink with a total length up to 20 cm. Rostral in
contact with external nares; a transparent disc in lower eyelid; ear opening more or less distinct.
28-32 rows of smooth or slightly ridged scales around mid-trunk. The dorsum is light brown or
gray, overlaid by blackish dark spots with white centers arranged in irregular cross-bands. The
venter is immaculate, dirty white.

Habitat & Biology: Typically found in sandy-pebbly places near beaches, grassy-scrubby slopes

in lowlands and hides in crevices of stone walls or in holes in the ground; may also burrow swiftly
in sand. Utilizes short and relatively weak limbs during slow motion, but also uses the agile, snake
like movements of its body during more speedy locomotion. Easy to find near bush roots in loose
sand, feeding on spiders, insects and their larvae. An ovoviviparous species, females give birth to
2-10 young.

Distribution: Its range includes N Africa, some Mediterranean islands, including Cyprus and W

Asia with a vertical distribution to 1200 m. It is represented with the nominate subspecies,
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Chalcides ocellatus ocellatus in Cyprus and adjacent mainland (Pasteur, 1981; Mermer, 1997;
Mermer et al, 1997; Baran & Atatiir, 1998) and encountered in Messoaria frequently in Northern

Cyprus (Gogmen et al., 1996a; Mermer et al., 1997).

Eumeces schneideri (Daudin, 1802) (Schneider’s Skink)

Identification: A large, stout skink with a total length up to 42 cm. Rostral does not contact
external nares; the lower eyelid with scales; ear opening big and oval shaped with 3-6 triangular
shaped scales at anterior edge. Usually 24 or 26, rarely 22 or 28 rows of smooth body scales
around mid-trunk. In adults, the dorsum changes from brown to gray or yellowish-brown with
reddish or yellowish spots. A striking longitudinal yellow band usually present on the flanks. The
venter is light yellow.

Habitat & Biology: Inhabits bushy open places with rocky substrates, and gardens. Hides under

stones, in holes and burrows dug by itself or other burrowing animals. Feeds on insects, other
invertebrates and lizards. A female lays 6-20 eggs.

Distribution: Its range extends from N Africa, Anatolia, Cyprus Island to W and Middle Asia with
a vertical distribution to 1800 m. In Cyprus, the nominate race, E. schneideri schneideri
(Douidin, 1802), an endemic subspecies, lives. This species faces a serious threat of extinction in
the island. A specimen from Northern Cyprus was caught by Mr. Asaf SENOL (The Ministry of
Environment of Northern Cyprus) in 1999 (Ggmen & Senol, Unpubl. results).

Mabuya vittata (Olivier, 1804) (Banded Skink)

Identification: Total length up to 20 cm, or slightly longer. More slender bodied than the closely
related M. aurata. Nostril within a single plate; nuchal scales keeled; usually 32, rarely 31, 33 or
34 rows of keeled body scales around mid-trunk. The dorsum changes from olive green to brown,
with three longitudinal lighter coloured bands, the vertebral band wider than the laterals. Also a
light coloured longitudinal stripe on each flank. There may be dark rough maculations between
the bands. Some or all of the bands and stripes may be lacking, dorsum homogenously coloured
without a pattern. The venter is yellowish-white or light green, without maculations.

Habitat & Biology: Lives in bushy-scrubby and rocky places of open areas or forests, hiding

among the roots of bushes or under stones. Feeds on insects. Ovoviviparous, a female gives
birth to 1-4 young.
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Distribution: Known from N Africa, Turkey and E Mediterranean countries, including Northern
and Southern Cyprus; with a vertical distribution to 1000 m. Occurs everywhere in Northern
Cyprus (Budak, 1974; Béhme & Wiedl, 1994; Gogmen et al., 1996a; Baran & Atatiir, 1998; Tok et
al, 1999).

10. SNAKES IN CYPRUS
10.1. Family: Typhlopidae

Typhlops vermicularis Merrem, 1820 (Worm Snake)

Identification: A slender snake rather like an earthworm. Head inconspicuous, not easily
distinguishable from the tail; mouth subterminal; very short tail wide as long, with a small spine at
tip. Eyes underneath scales, visible as two small black dots; Rostral plate approximately 1/3 of
the head width, reaching up to the level of eyes on top of head; nasal partly divided; preocular
present; 4 supralabials. Dorsal and ventral scales quite similar and cycloid shaped, in 21-24 rows
around body, a dark spot at the posterior edge of each scale. Total length of the cylindrical snake
around 25-35 c¢m, diameter may up to be 1 cm. The dorsum is pinkish or yellowish-brown; the
venter yellowish.

Habitat & Biology: Mainly subterranean, inhabits damp soils or found under stones, fossorially
preys on insect larvae and ants. When handled, tries to sting with the small spine at the end of its
tail. No detailed data on its breeding biology, a female lays 4-8 eggs.

Distribution: Westwards from Afghanistan, widespread in Cyprus, Turkey, Greece, E Bulgaria,
Albania and the southern parts of former Yugoslavia; with a vertical distribution to 1500-1600 m
(Bdhme & Wiedl, 1994; Gogmen et al., 1996a; Baran & Atatir, 1998).

10.2. Family: Colubridae
Coluber jugularis Linnaeus. 1758 (Large Whip Snake)

Identification: Head well defined; total length up to 300 cm, being the longest snake of Cyprus.
Pupils round. Usually 2 preoculars, the upper one bigger; usually 2, rarely 3 postoculars; usually
8, rarely 7 supralabials. 19 rows of smooth dorsal scales at mid-body. Ventrals and subcaudals
between 189-215 and 99-128 respectively. The dorsum of young gray brown with dun-coloured
and black maculations, in adults bright black. Under of head in adults yellowish-red, without
maculations. The venter is red with roundish black markings. In young the venter is yellowish-

white, with blackish markings only at the edges.
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Habitat & Biology: Lives in dry, open places, meadows, rocky river banks, rocky-stony slopes,

fields and swamps; can also be seen in gardens, vineyards and cemeteries. Hides under stones
and in rodent galleries. Feeds on rodents, birds, chicks and lizards; sometimes even on other
snakes. Not poisonous, but bites readily. Usually does not retreat and tries to defend itself by
producing a hissing sound. A female lays 7-11 eggs. Quite useful in agricultural pest control,
consuming crop-harming rodents.

Distribution: Widespread in Cyprus, Turkey, Syria, Irag, Lebanon, Jordan and Israel; with a
vertical distribution to 1000 m. Occurs in Cyprus anywhere (Béhme & Wiedl, 1994; Gogmen et al.,
1996a; Baran & Atatdr, 1998).

Coluber cypriensis Schatti, 1985 (Cyprus Whip Snake)

Identification: Head well defined, it has a long and slender body reaching in length up to 110 cm.
It is an endemic and apparently uncommon species from Cyprus. Generally resembles juveniles
of the Large Whip Snake, Coluber jugularis. Usually 2 preoculars, the upper one bigger; usually
2 postoculars; usually 8 supralabials; typically 17 rows of smooth dorsal scales at mid-body.
Ventrals and subcaudals vary between 202-204 and 124-132, respectively. The dorsum is black,
dark brown or olive-brown with dun-coloured and black maculations, and also a well-defined
white ring around the eyes.

Habitat & Biology: This snake species was identified recently and therefore, little information is

known about its habitat. It prefers rocky areas covered with vegetation, is a diurnal species and
feeds mainly on lizards. It has a relatively large mouth with small sharp teeth without venom. The
Budak’s Snake-eyed Skink, Ablepharus budaki Gogmen et al., 1996 is an appropriate pray for
this species. Judging from its body, it must be a good climber.

Distribution: This is an another endemic reptile species of Cyprus Island. Occurs in Akamas, the
Paphos forest and in a few other areas of the Paphos district. No record from Northern Cyprus
yet (Schétti, 1985; Béhme & Wiedl, 1994; Gd¢men et al., 1996a).

Coluber najadum (Eichwald, 1831) (DahI’s Whip Snake, “Arrow Snake”)

Identification: A slender snake with a total length up to 140 cm. Eyes large, with round pupils. 2
preoculars, rarely 1 or 3; 2 postoculars; usually 8, sometimes 9 or 7 supralabials. Usually 19,
rarely 17 rows of smooth dorsal scales at mid-body. Ventrals and subcaudals between 200-236

and 100-140, respectively. The dorsum is gray or bluish-brown anteriorly, yellowish or reddish-
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brown posteriorly. Sides of neck with a row of roundish black markings, the rims of which are
lighter coloured; these get smaller posteriorly and disappear at the anterior part of the body. The
front and back edges of the eyes are surrounded with a thin yellowish band. The venter is
immaculate, yellowish-white.

Habitat & Biology: Usually found in dry, stony and bushy places; also seen in gardens, at the

edges of cultivated fields and quite near to houses. Can climb on bushes and trees. Feeds on
lizards and insects. Very quick moving, keeps anterior part of its body above ground while
speeding along, hence nicknamed as “arrow snake”. A poisonless diurnal species, females of
which lay 3-5 eggs.

Distribution: Known from Northern Cyprus, the southern parts of the Balkan Peninsula, Turkey,
Syria and Iran; with a vertical distribution to 1800 m. First record on the presence of this snake in
Cyprus was reported by Boulenger (1910). An alcohol material dated from 1962 collected from K.
Kaymakli-Nicosia (Northern Cyprus) is present in the ZDEU (Zoology Department of Ege
University, Izmir, Turkey) collection. Recently seen in Lapethos-Kyrenia (Northern Cyprus) by
Gogmen in 1996 (Gogmen et al., 1996a). Apparently, this snake species faces a serious threat of
extinction in Cyprus as the Schneider's Skink, Eumeces schneideri, the Grass Snake, Natrix

natrix and the Dwarf Snake, Eirenis modestus.

Coluber nummifer Reuss, 1834 (Coin Snake)

Identification: Head large and distinct; total length up to 140 cm. Pupils round. Usually 3
preoculars; usually 2, sometimes 3 and rarely 4 postoculars; usually 9, sometimes 8 or 10
supralabials. 23-25 rows of keeled dorsal scales at mid-body. Ventrals and subcaudals between
196-214 and 79-89 respectively. The dorsum is yellowish or gray brown, usually with roundish
dun-coloured maculations, which sometimes join together. Dark markings on top and sides of
head. Flanks with two rows of dark blotches. Dorsal and lateral markings form stripes or lines on
tail. The venter is yellowish-white with blackish spots.

Habitat & Biology: Prefers rocky areas with scanty vegetation. Usually feeds on lizards, small

mammals, birds and chicks; also on gekkonids, occurring at the earthen roofed houses. A quick
moving and readily biting species, but poisonless. A female lays 5-10 eggs.

Distribution: Widespread in Cyprus Island, Syria, Lebanon, Israel, Jordan, Egypt, Turkey and
Aegean islands; with a vertical distribution to 2000 m (Gdgmen et al., 1996a; Baran & Atatiir,
1998).
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Eirenis modestus (Martin, 1838) (Dwarf Snake)

Identification: A slender bodied species with a total length up to 70 cm. Pupils round; usually 1
rarely 2 preoculars; 2 postoculars, rarely 1 or 3; 7 supralabials, rarely 8. Usually 17, rarely 19
rows of dorsal scales at mid-body. Ventrals and subcaudals between 143-189 and 51-81,
respectively. The dorsum is yellowish-brown; black blotches on the head and nape distinct in
young, not so or completely lacking in mature and old specimens. The dorsum usually
immaculate, but in some with more or less dun-coloured markings. The venter is yellowish-white,
without maculations.

Habitat & Biology: Lives in rocky areas with sparse vegetation. Shelters under stones. Feeds on
insects and spiders, even earthworms etc. A female lays 3-8 eggs.

Distribution: Is widespread in Cyprus, the Caucasus, NW Iran, Turkey, Syria, Lebanon and in
some Aegean islands; with a vertical distribution to 2000 m (Schmidtler, 1984; Osenegg, 1989;
Baran & Atatiir, 1998). In Cyprus, it is apparently an uncommon species and so, only once was

seen in Lapethos-Kyrenia (Northern Cyprus) by Gogmen in 1997.

Natrix natrix (Linnaeus, 1758) (Grass Snake)

Identification: A distinctly slender necked snake, with a total length up to 150 cm. A single
preocular, rarely 2; 3 postoculars, rarely 2 or 4; 7 supralabials, rarely 6 or 8. Usually 19, rarely 17
or 18 rows of keeled dorsal scales at mid-body. Ventrals and subcaudals between 162-184 and
50-80, respectively. The dorsum is gray or buff-brown, rarely black. Over this ground colouration,
usually two light coloured longitudinal lines present, but sometimes not distinct or absent.
Between and lateral to these lines, black blotches are seen. Yellow half-moons usually distinct at
posterolaterals of head. A row of black markings on flanks. The venter is yellowish-white, more or
less with black markings.

Habitat & Biology: Prefers grasslands and rocky-stony places close to a water body; also seen
in calm waters or streams, in gardens and cultivated fields, barns or houses. When handled does
not bite, but secretes an evil smelling liquid from anal gland; sometimes plays dead, lying on back
with mouth open. Feeds on frogs and toads, small fish and rodents. A female lays 6-13 eggs,
sometimes a lot of eggs are laid in the same nest by more than a few females.

Distribution: Its range extends from Europe, NW Africa towards east to Middle Asia, including
Cyprus; with a vertical distribution to 2400 m. It is the rarest snake of Cyprus and, due to its

adaptation to aquatic habitats, also the most vulnerable and endangered one. Believed to be
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extinct since the sixties (Schmidtler, 1984; Osenegg, 1989; Schatti & Sigg, 1989). Wiedl & Boéhme
(1992) rediscovered a seemingly intact, reproducing population in the northern foothills of Mt.
Troodos (District Nicosia). The subspecific status of this population in the southern part of the
Island is not clear. However, among the few voucher specimens of this snake known from
Cyprus, there is a record from Goényeli-Nicosia (Northern Cyprus) (ZDEU 117/1960). This
indicates a formerly wide distribution rather than a restriction to higher and therefore cooler

elevations. This specimen belongs to N. n. persa (Pallas, 1814) (Gé¢men et al., 1996a).

Telescopus fallax (Fleischmann, 1831) (Cat Snake)

Identification: A slender necked and broad headed snake with a total length up to 70-80 cm.
Eyes small, with vertical pupils. A single preocular; 2 postoculars, rarely | or 3; 8 supralabials,
sometimes 7 or 9. 19, rarely 21 rows of smooth dorsal scales at mid-body. Ventrals and
subcaudals between 169-243 and 47-78 respectively. The dorsum is gray brown with black
maculations, which become faded towards the posterior of body. A dark temporal stripe present.
A row of maculations also on flanks. The venter is yellowish-white, with dun-coloured marblings.

Habitat & Biology: Prefers stony areas, sunny rocky slopes, sandy places with bushy plant

cover adjacent to roads and ruins. Feeds on lizards and small mammals. Forages at dawn and
dusk, killing its prey with venom, then swallowing. Has fangs at back of upper jaw, so not
dangerous to man. A female lays 7-8 eggs.

Distribution: Widespread in Cyprus, SW Asia, Balkan countries, Turkey and Aegean islands;
with a vertical distribution to 1600 m. It is one of the most frequently encountered snake species
in Northern Cyprus and is represented with an endemic subspecies, T. f. cypriaca (Baran, 1976;
Gogmen et al., 1996a).

Malpolon monspessulanus (Hermann, 1804) (Montpellier Snake, “Yellow
Snake”)

Identification: A slender bodied narrow headed snake with a total length up to 200 cm. Eyes large,
with a longitudinal depression or groove between them. A single preocular; 2, rarely 3 postoculars; 8,
sometimes 9 supralabials. 17 or 19 rows of slightly grooved dorsal scales at mid-body. Ventrals and
subcaudals between 155-190 and 67-102, respectively. The dorsum of adults greenish-gray brown
and without maculations; in young, gray or brown, with small blackish blotches, the edges of which
are lined in white. The venter is whitish or yellowish-white, with black or gray spots.
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Habitat & Biology: Prefers open, sparsely vegetated, rocky and dry habitats, also seen around

irrigation ditches in gardens. Feeds on lizards, small mammals and birds. Prey animals are killed
within minutes by its venom, however its fangs are small and at back of upper jaw, so not very
effective on humans, but still can produce numbing, stiffness and swelling. A female lays 4-12 eggs.
Distribution: Its range includes Cyprus, S Europe, Turkey, N Africa and W Asia; with a vertical
distribution to 1500 m. In Cyprus, can be encountered everywhere. The race inhabited in Cyprus
and adjacent mainlands is M. m. insignitus (Geoffroy-St. Hilaire, 1827) (Osenegg, 1989; Schatti
& Sigg, 1989; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Baran & Atattir, 1998).

10.3. Family: Viperidae
Vipera lebetina (Linnaeus, 1758) (Blunt-nosed Viper, “Batsalli, Deaf Snake”)

Identification: A stout snake with a total length up to 130-180 cm, the most stout and dangerous
snake species of Cyprus. Top of the head covered with small, keeled scales, including over the
eyes. Pupils vertical; the ring of scales around the eyes consists of 14-18 scales. Usually 3, rarely
2 rows of scales between eyes and supralabials. 10 supralabials, sometimes 9 or 11. 25, rarely
27 rows of keeled dorsal scales at mid-body. Ventrals and subcaudals between 155-180 and 35-
58 respectively. The dorsum is gray or dun-brown, usually with distinct large blackish
maculations, which are sometimes two pieced, and their edges surrounded with dun-coloured
bands, their middles brick-red. Temporal stripes faded; a row of dark maculations on flanks. The
venter is slightly pinkish-yellow or white, with black spots.

Habitat & Biology: Frequents flat meadows or pastures without trees and rocky places; seen

also in ruins, cultivated fields and gardens. Largely nocturnal, feeds on small rodents, birds,
lizards and snakes; swallowing its prey after striking and killing it. A poisonous species with a
venom which may be dangerous to man, or fatal if not treated, but does not strike if not disturbed.
The ovoviviparous females give birth to 5-7 young.

Distribution: Its range includes Cyprus, N Africa, Cyclades, Turkey, W and Middle Asia; with a vertical
distribution to 2000 m. This venoumous snake species of Northern Cyprus, is frequently seen in the
vicinity of Gegitkdy (Panagra), Karsiyaka (Vasilia) and Lapta (Lapethos) (District Kyrenia) and also in
Karpaz District. It is represented with the nominate race, V. lebetina lebetina which is an endemic
subspecies for Cyprus (Osenegg, 1989; Schatti & Sigg, 1989; Bohme & Wiedl, 1994; Gogmen et al.,
1996a). Béhme & Wiedl (1994) detected a specimen from the vicinity of Paphos, which had a
markedly raised superciliary edge on the right side only, forming a small but distinct, anterodorsaly-

directed “horn”.
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11. LEVHALAR (PLATES)

LEVHA (PLATE) 1

o Sekil 7: Erkek Bufo viridis,Gonyeli (Lefkose), fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 7: A male Bufo viridis specimen from Gegitkdy (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gégmen.
o Sekil 8: Disi Bufo viridis, Gegitkdy (Girne), fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 8: A female Bufo viridis specimen from Gegitkdy (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gd¢men
o Sekil 9: Gegitkdy Goleti'nden (Girne) bir gériinus, fotograf B. Gdgmen.
Figure 9: A view from Gegitkéy Lakelet (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gé¢men.
o Sekil 10: Hyla savignyi, Gegitkdy (Girne), fotograf B. Gdgmen.
Figure 10: A Hyla savignyi specimen from Gegitkdy (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gégmen.
o Sekil 11: Gegitkdy Goleti (Girne) civarindan Hyla savignyi'nin bulundugu bir habitat, fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 11: A habitat from the vicinity of Gegitkby Lakelet (Kyrenia), photo by B. G¢men.
o Sekil 12: Rana ridibunda, Gonyeli (Lefkose), fotograf B. Gégmen.
Figure 12: A Rana ridibunda specimen from Gényeli (Nicosia), photo by B. Gé¢men.
o Sekil 13: Gonyeli Goletinden (Lefkose) bir goriinls, fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 13: A view from Gényeli Lakelet (Nicosia), photo B. Gé¢gmen.
o Sekil 14: Disi bir Mauremys caspica, Kanli Dere (Kiigtik Kaymakli, Lefkose), fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 14: A female Mauremys caspica from Kanl Dere (Kigik Kaymakli, Nicosia), photo by B.
Gogmen.

LEVHA (PLATE) 2

o Sekil 15: Sekil 14'deki érnekten detaylanmis bir goriintd, fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 15: A head detail of the former specimen, photo by B. Gégmen.

o Sekil 16: Caretta caretta, 3.5 yasinda geng bir birey, fotograf M. K. Atatir.
Figure 16: A 3.5 years old Caretta caretta specimen, photo by M. K. Atatir.

e Sekil 17: Chelonia mydas, 3.5 yasinda geng bir birey, fotograf M. K. Atatir.
Figure 17: A 3.5 years old Chelonia mydas specimen, photo by M. K. Atatiir.

o Sekil 18: Cyrtopodion kotschyi, Lapta (Girne), fotograf B. Gdgmen.
Figure 18: A Cyrtopodion kotschyi specimen from Lapethos (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gégmen.

o Sekil 19: Hemidactylus turcicus (Massimo Capula, 1990'dan: Amphibians & Reptiles, Macdonald Orbis,
London, 256 pp).
Figure 19: A Hemidactylus turcicus specimen (from Massimo Capula, 1990: Amphibians & Reptiles,
Macdonald Orbis, London, 256pp).

o Sekil 20: Erkek Laudakia stellio, Lapta (Girne), fotograf B. Godgmen.
Figure 20: A male Laudakia stellio specimen from Lapethos (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gé¢men.

o Sekil 21: Chamaeleo chamaeleon, Tepebasi (Gime), fotograf B. Gdgmen.
Figure 21: A Chamaeleo chamaeleon specimen from Tepebasi (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gégmen.

o Sekil 22: Acanthodactylus schreiberi (Ustte Juvenil ve altta ergin erkek drnek), Salamis (Magosa),
fotograf B. G6gmen.
Figure 22: Acanthodactylus schreiberi specimens (juvenile-top and adult male-botom) from Salamis
(Famagusta), photo by B. Gé¢men.
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LEVHA (PLATE) 3

o Sekil 23: Erkek Lacerta troodica (Lapta, Girne), fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 23: A male Lacerta troodica specimen from Lapethos (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gégmen.

o Sekil 24: Lapta’dan (Girne) bir Lacerta troodica, Laudakia stellio, Hemidactylus turcicus ve
Cyrtopodion kotschyi habitati, fotograf B. Gégmen.
Figure 24: A habitat of Lacerta troodica, Laudakia stellio, Hemidactylus turcicus and Cyrtopodion
kotschyi from Lapethos (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gé¢men.

o Sekil 25: Disi Ophisops elegans 6rmegi, Gonyeli (Lefkose), fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 25: A female Ophisops elegans specimen from Gényeli (Nicosia), photo by B. Gé¢men.

o Sekil 26: Erkek Ophisops elegans ornegi, Lapta (Girne), fotograf B. Gdgmen.
Figure 26: A male Ophisops elegans specimen from Lapethos (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gégmen.

o Sekil 27: Lapta (Girne) deniz kiyisindan bir Ophisops elegans biyotopu, fotograf B. Gogmen.
Figure 27: A habitat of Ophisops elegans from the coast of Lapethos (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gé¢men.

o Sekil 28: Ablepharus budaki (Holotip), Adatepe Mahallesi (Lapta, Girne), fotograf B. Gdgmen.
Figure 28: An Ablepharus budaki specimen (Holotype) from Adatepe (Lapethos, Kyrenia), photo by B.
Goégmen.

o Sekil 29: Dipkarpaz yolunda (Karpaz Bolgesi, Magosa) Ablepharus budaki, Chalcides ocellatus ve
Coluber nummifer biyotopu, fotograf B. Gdgmen.
Figure 29: A habitat of Ablepharus budaki, Chalcides ocellatus and Coluber nummifer from
Dipkarpaz Road (Karpaz District, Famagusta), photo by B. Gégmen.

o Sekil 30: Chalcides ocellatus, Bostanci (Giizelyurt, Lefkose), fotograf B. G6gmen.
Figure 30: A Chalcides ocellatus specimen from Bostanci (Glizelyurt, Nicosia), photo by B. Gé¢men.

o Sekil 31: Gegitkdy (Girne) civarindan Chalcides ocellatus, Acanthodactylus schreiberi ve Coluber
jugularis biyotopu), fotograf B. Gégmen.
Figure 31: A biotope of Chalcides ocellatus, Acanthodactylus schreiberi and Coluber jugularis from
Gegitkdy (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gégmen.

LEVHA (PLATE) 4

o Sekil 32: Erkek Eumeces schneideri, fotograf A. Senol (Kuzey Kibris GCevre Bakanligi, Cevre-Koruma
Dairesi).
Figure 32: A male Eumeces schneideri specimen, photo by A. Senol (The Ministry of Environment,
Northern Cyprus).
o Sekil 33: Ergin bir Mabuya vittata ornegi, Yayla (=Kumkdy) (Lefkose), fotograf B. Gégmen.
Figure 33: An adult Mabuya vittata specimen from Yayla (=Kumkéy) (Nicosia), photo by B. Gégmen.
o Sekil 34: Geng Mabuya vittata 6rnegi, Yayla(=Kumkdy) (Lefkose), fotograf B. Gégmen.
Figure 34: A young Mabuya vittata specimen from Yayla(=Kumkdy) (Nicosia), photo by B. Gé¢men.
o Sekil 35: Toprak Solucanini andiracak sekilde grup halinde Typhlops vermicularis drnekleri, fotograf M.
K. Atatr.
Figure 35: Typhlops vermicularis specimens, photo by M. K. Atatir.
o Sekil 36: Gonyeli'den (Lefkose) bir Typhlops vermicularis 6rmegi, fotograf B. Ggmen.
Figure 36: A Typhlops vermicularis specimen from Gényeli (Nicosia), photo by B. Gé¢gmen.
o Sekil 37: Ergin bir Coluber jugularis 6rnegi, fotograf M. K. Atatir.
Figure 37: An adult Coluber jugularis specimen, photo by M. K. Atattir.
o Sekil 38: Ergin bir Coluber jugularis 6rneginin bas kismi, Gonyeli (Lefkose), fotograf B. Gégmen.
Figure 38: Head of an adult Coluber jugularis specimen from Gényeli (Nicosia), photo by B. Gé¢men.
o Sekil 39: Geng Coluber jugularis 6regi, fotograf S. C. Anderson (Leviton et. al., 1992'den).
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Figure 39: A juvenile Coluber jugularis specimen, photo by S. C. Anderson (from Leviton et. al., 1992).
Sekil 40: Giiney Kibris'tan bir Coluber cypriensis 6regi, fotograf Teschner (Schétti & Sigg, 1989'dan).
Figure 40: A Coluber cypriensis specimen from Southern Cyprus, photo by Teschner (from Schétti &
Sigg, 1989).

Sekil 41: Bir Coluber cypriensis(Giiney Kibris) éreginin bas kismi, fotograf A. Demetropoulos
(http://www.cosmosnet.net/cyprus/explore/3snake.htm’ den).

Figure 41: Head of a Coluber cypriensis from Southern Cyprus, photo by A. Demetropoulos (from
http://www.cosmosnet.net/cyprus/explore/3snake.htm).

LEVHA (PLATE) 5

Sekil 42: Coluber najadum, fotograf S. Uglinci.

Figure 42: A Coluber najadum specimen, photo by S. Ugtinci.

Sekil 43: Coluber nummifer, fotograf M. K. Atatr.

Figure 43: A Coluber nummifer specimen, photo by M. K. Atatiir.

Sekil 44: Eirenis modestus’a ait bir ergin(solda) ve bir geng (sagda) drnek, fotograf M. K. Atatiir.
Figure 44: An adult and a juvenile specimen of Eirenis modestus, photo by M. K. Atatir.

Sekil 45: Natrix natrix, fotograf S. Uclincil.

Figure 45: A Natrix natrix specimen, photo by S. Ugiinct.

Sekil 46: Gonyeli'den (Lefkose) bir Telescopus fallax 6regi, fotograf B. Gdgmen.

Figure 46: A Telescopus fallax specimen from Gényeli (Nicosia), photo by B. Gé¢men.

Sekil 47: Sekil 46'daki 6rnekten detay, fotograf B. Gogmen.

Figure 47: A detail from the specimen in fig. 46, photo by B. Gé¢men.

Sekil 48: Malpolon monspessulanus, fotograf B. Schéatti (Schatti & Sigg, 1989'dan).

Figure 48: A Malpolon monspessulanus specimen, photo by B. Schitti (from Schétti & Sigg, 1989).
Sekil 49: Vipera lebetina, Gegitkdy (Girne), fotograf B. Gogmen.

Figure 49: A Vipera lebetina specimen from Gegitkdy (Kyrenia), photo by B. Gé¢men.
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-A-
Ablepharus budaki 1, 2,18, 22, 27, 43, 44, 47, 53
A. b. budaki 18, 44
Ablepharus kitaibelii 1, 27
A. k. budaki 1, 2, 27
A. k. chernovi 1, 27
A. k. kitaibelii 1, 27
Acanthodactylus schreiberi 15, 41, 52, 53
A. s. schreiberi 16, 41
A. s. syriacus 16, 41
Agamidae 14, 40

-B-

Bataguridae 12, 37

Bufo bufo 10, 35

Bufo viridis 1, 3,10, 27, 29, 35, 52
B. v. arabicus 10, 35

Bufonidae 10, 35

-C-
Caretta caretta 12, 13, 38, 52
Chalcides ocellatus 18, 44, 45, 53
C. o. ocellatus 19, 45
Chamaeleo chamaeleon 1, 15, 27, 40, 52
C. c. recticrista 1, 15, 27, 41
C. c. chamaeleon 15, 41
Chamaeleontidae 15, 40
Cheloniidae 12, 38
Chelonia mydas 13, 38, 52
Coluber cypriensis 1,21, 27, 47, 54
Coluber jugularis 7,21, 32, 46, 47, 53, 54
Coluber najadum 2, 22, 28, 47, 54
Coluber nummifer 22, 48, 53, 54
Colubridae 7, 21, 32, 46
Cyrtopodion kotschyi 13, 39, 52, 53
C. k. fitzingeri 13, 39

-E, G-

Eirenis modestus 22, 23, 48, 49, 54
Eumeces schneideri 19, 22, 45, 53
E. s. schneideri 22, 45. 48
Gekkonidae 13, 39

-H-
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Heloderma 6, 33

Hemidactylus turcicus 14, 39, 52, 53
H. t. turcicus 14, 39

Hyla arborea 10, 36

Hyla savignyi 10, 36, 52

Hylidae 10, 36

-L, M, N-
Lacerta laevis 1, 16, 27, 42
L. I. kulzeri 16, 17, 42
L. 1. laevis 1, 16, 17,27, 42
Lacerta troodica 1,16, 17, 27, 42, 53
Lacertidae 15, 41
Laudakia stellio 14, 40, 52, 53
L. s. cypriaca 14, 40
Mabuya aurata 19, 45
Mabuya vittata 19, 45, 53
Malpolon monspessulanus 8, 25, 33, 50, 54
M. m. insignitus 25, 51
Mauremys caspica 12, 37, 52
M. c. rivulata 12, 37
Natrix natrix 1,2, 22, 23, 27, 48, 49, 50, 54
N. n. persa 24,50

-0, R-

Ophisaurus apodus 6, 33

Ophisops elegans 1,17, 27, 43, 53
0. e. schlueteri 17, 43

Rana ridibunda 1, 11, 27, 36, 37, 52

Rana levantina 1, 11, 36, 37

Ranidae 11, 36

S, T
Scincidae 18, 43
Telescopus fallax 1, 8, 24, 25, 27, 33, 50, 54
T. f. cypriaca 25, 50
Typhlopidae 7, 20, 32, 46
Typhlops vermicularis 7, 20, 32, 46, 53

V-

Vipera lebetina 1, 7, 8, 25, 26, 32, 51, 54
V. I. lebetina 26, 34, 51

Viperidae 7, 25, 32, 51





