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BENEDETTO LANZA (*)

THE NATURAL HISTORY OF THE CERBICALE ISLANDS
(SOUTHEASTERN CORSICA)
WITH PARTICULAR REFERENCE
TO THEIR HERPETOFAUNA (*¥*)

Summary., — A few references are given on the geography, geology,
hotany and zoology of the Cerbicale Islands (southeastern Corsica), until now
practically unknown. |

The archipelago is formed by various rocks and the following islets and
islands: Isola Forana (Forana Island), Isolotto a Nord di Maestro Maria
(Islet North of Maestro Maria), Isola Maestro Maria (Maestro Maria Island),
Isola  Piana (Piana Island), Isola Pietricaggiosa (Pietricaggiosa Island), Iso-
lotto della Vacca (Vacca Islet), Isolotto del Torello (Torello Islet), Isolotto
del Toro Piccolo (Toro Piccolo Islet), Scoglio Primo del Toro Piccolo (First
Rock of Toro Piccolo), Scoglio Secondo del Toro Piccolo (Second Rock of
Toro Piccolo) and Isolotto del Toro Grande (Toro Grande Islet).

It seems that the {first five islands were isolated from Corsica ap-
proximately 7,500 years ago, Vacca Islet 8,000 and the Toro group about
12,000 years ago.

The analysis of the herpetological fauna of the various islands and
islets revealed the following: 1) at least the two major islands (Forana
and Piana) are inhabited by the snake Coluber viridiflavus Lacépéde subsp.
mquirenda; 2) at least the First Rock of Toro Piccolo is inhabited by the
gecko Phyllodactylus europaeus Gené; 3) the lizards (Lacerta tiliguerta
Gmelin) show, as compared with the Corsican ones, a greater differentia-
tion the greater the age and the distance of their respective islands from
the Corsican coast; 4) the most differentiated form is the Toro Piccolo and
Toro Grande lizard, Lacerta tiliguerta maresi subsp. nova, with its large
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size, strong dorsal melanism, strong to moderate ventral melanism and
strong ventral xanthism; 5) less differentiated is the Vacca lizard, La-
certa tiliguerta grandisanae subsp. nova, in which the scutum massetericum
is lacking or extremely reduced and with a certain tendency towards dorsal
melanism, a moderate ventral melanism and a ventral xanthism almost as
strong as that of the subsp. marest; 6) the Pietricaggiosa, Maestro Maria
and Piana lizards, Lacerta tiliguerta eiselti subsp. nova, are characterized
by a rather strong ventral xanthism and small females; 7) The Forana
lizard can be considered as belonging to the nominate race, Lacerta tili-
guerta tiliguerta Gmelin, but with a beginning of differentiation.

Riassunto. — Storia naturale delle Isale Cerbicale (Corsica sud-orien-
tale) con particolare riferimento alla loro erpetofauna.

[’Autore da brevi notizie geografiche, geologiche, botaniche e zoolo-
giche sulle Isole Cerbicale (Corsica csud-orientale), che sinora erano prati-
camente sconosciute; egli considera !’arcipelago formato, oltre che da vari
scogli, dagli isolotti e dalle isole seguenti: Isola Forana, Isolotto a Nord
di Maestro Maria, Isola Maestro Maria, Isola Piana, Isola Pietricaggiosa,
Isolotto del Torello, Isolotto del Toro Grande, Isolotto del Toro Piccolo,
Scoglio Primo del Toro Piccolo e Scoglio Secondo del Toro Piccolo.

Il loro isolamento dalla Corsica sembra che debba farsi risalire ap-
prossimativamente a 7500 anni fa per le prime cinque isole, a 8000 anni
fa per 1’ Isolotto della Vacca e a 12000 anni fa per gli isolotti del gruppo
del Toro.

Lo studio della fauna erpetologica ha messo In evidenza quanto segue:
1) almeno le due isole maggiori (Forana e Piana) sono abitate dal biacco
Coluber viridiflavus Lacépede subsp. inquirenda; 2) almeno lo Scoglio Primo
del Toro Piccolo e abitato dal geco Phyllodactylus europaeus Gené; 3) le
lucertole, appartenenti alla Lacerta tiliguerta Gmelin, sono In complesso
tanto piu differenziate, rispetto a quelle della Corsica, quanto maggiori sono
la distanza dalla costa dell’isola su cui vivono e la sua antichita; 4) la
lucertola piu differenziata € la Lacerta tiliguerta maresit subsp. nova dei
due isolotti del Toro Piccolo e del Toro Grande, che presenta grossa taglia,
forte melanismo dorsale, melanismo ventrale da forte a moderato e forte
xantismo ventrale; 5) meno differenziata € la popolazione dell’ Isolotto della
Vacca, Lacerta tiliguerta grandisonae subsp. nova, nella quale lo scudo mas-
seterico manca o € ridottissimo e che presenta una certa tendenza al me-
lanismo dorsale, un discreto melanismo ventrale e uno xantismo ventrale di
grado quasi uguale a quello proprio della subsp. maresi; 6) un notevole
grado di xantismo ventrale e femmine di piccola taglia caratterizzano le lu-
certole delle isole Pietricaggiosa, Maestro Maria e Piana: Lacerta tiliguerta
eiselt; subsp. nova; 7) la lucertola dell’ Isola Forana puo essere conside-
rata come facente parte della forma tipica Lacerta tiliguerta tiliguerta
Gmelin, sebbene mostri gia un inizio di differenziamento.
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1. - Introduction.

During two trips to Corsica (16.VII/15.VIII.1971 - 15.VI1l/
18.VIII.1972) I explored the archipelago of the Cerbicale Islands,
situated not far from the southeastern coast of Corsica and
practically unknown from both a geographic and a biological
point of view (}).

In spite of the short time available to me for the exploration
of each island and the fact that the main purpose of my research
was the study of lizards, I also collected botanical specimens In
order to have a good — even if rather superficial — 1dea of the
natural conditions of the archipelago.

The general zoological research, restricted to Vacca islet, the
Toro group and Maestro Maria island, can be considered as suf-
ficiently significant given the limited territory involved as well
as the poverty of life there. On the contrary, such research was
not conducted on the major islands as satisfactory results could
only have been obtailned by longer and deeper study.

I was greatly aided in my work by Drs. Maria Luisa Azzaroli Puc-
cetti and Marta Bucciarelli Poggesi (curators of the Museo Zoologico del-
I’Universita di Firenze), by Mr. and Mrs. Lodovico Mares who loaned their
« fisherman » to our group In 1972 and by my friends Anna Chiara Blan-
dina, Patrizio Blandina, Dr. Rossana Brizzi, Dr. Andrea Bucclarelli, Bal-
dassare Conti, Ettore Granchi (taxidermist of the Istituto di Zoologia del-
I’Universita di Firenze), Marcello Grassini, Riccardo Innocenti, Fabio Sam-
micheli, Dr. Alba Tenti, Paola Vannucci and by my wife Paola Giorgio
Lanza and children Laura and Marco. I am also indebted to Prof. A. Az-
zaroli (Istituto di Geologia dell’Universita di Firenze) and Prof. R. Nardi
(Istituto di Geologia dell’Universita di Pisa) for the geological data kindly

(') According to my information, existing indications on this archi-
pelago are very slight, e.g., in the Innumerable tourist publications or a few
lines of description such as found in the « Mediterranean Pilot », vol. II,
p. 193 (9th ed., 1965; Hydrographer of the Navy, London). A short descrip-
tion of some of the Cerbicale Islands can be found in the ornithological
works of ETCHECOPAR & HUE (1955: Isolotto a Nord di Maestro Maria;
Isola Maestro Maria. Data on the orientation and dimensions of the islands
are erroneous) and BOURNONVILLE (1964; Isola Forana). These authors do
not give the names of the above-mentioned islands.
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given to me, Dr. N. Arnold (British Museum of Natural History, London)
for his revision of the text, Mr. G. S. Dugdale, librarian of the Royal Geo-
graphical Society (L.ondon), Prof. P. Simi (Société des Sciences Historiques
et Naturelles de la Corse, Bastia) and Dr. C. Zevaco (Faculté des Sciences
de Saint-Jérome, Botanique, Marseille) for having helped me in the biblio-
graphic research, and to the following specialists for having identified the
collected material: Mr. P. Ardoin (Arcachon: Coleoptera Tenebrionidae),
Dr. C. Baroni Urbani (Naturhistorisches Museum, Basel: Hymenoptera For-
micidae), Dr. S. Carfi (Istituto di Zoologia dell’Universita di Firenze: Odo-
nata), Dr. D. Caruso (Istituto di Biologia Animale dell’Universita di Ca-
tania: Crustacea Isopoda), Dr. F. Glusti (Istituto di Zoologia dell’Universita
di Siena: Mollusca Gastropoda), Prof. E. Moltoni (Museo Civico di1 Storia
Naturale, Milano: photographs of birds), Prof. S. Pignatti (Istituto Bota-
nico dell’Universita di Trieste: plants of the genus Limonium), Mr. C. Rie-
ceri (Istituto Botanico dell’Universita di Firenze: plants), Prof. A. Servadei
(Istituto di Entomologia Agraria dell’Universita di Padova: Heteroptera) and
Dr. A. Vigna Taghanti (Istituto di Zoologlia dell’Universita di Roma: Co-
leoptera Carabidae). I also remember the nice company of Mickey Béard and
Dominique Cavagnaro who placed their fishing-boats at my disposal in 1971.

Il. - The Archipelago of the Cerbicale Islands and its genesis.

Cerbicale Islands (Iies Cerbicale or Iies Cerbicales in French)
1s the name generally given to the archipelago situated about
2-3 km from Punta Cerbicale (Cerbicale Point), just south of
Porto-Vecchio, off the scutheastern coast of Corsica (Figs. 1, 2).
In a French map of 1768 they are called Isles Cibricaglies (Carte
de I’ Isle de Corse pour servir aux Vaisseaux du Rol par Ordre
de M. le Due de Praslin, Ministre de la Marine, par le S.r Bellin
Ingenieur de la Marine).

Heading south this comprises Isola Forana (Forana Island),
Isolotto a Nord di Maestro Maria (Islet North of Maestro Ma-
ria), Isola Maestro Maria (Maestro Maria Island), Isola Pilana
(Piana Island), Isola Pietricaggiosa (Pietricaggiosa Island) and
finally Isolotto della Vacca (Vacca Islet) which lies 1 km off the
southernmost extremity of Forana Island. These islands are si-
tuated on the structural axis of the gneissic promontory of Spon-
saglia (Trinité) (CASTELNAU, 1927, p. 33). Directly south of this,

another gneissic promontory (Punta Capicciolo) stretches 1nto the
sea and on 1its structural axis, towards the northeast, arises a
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Fig. 1. — Map of the Cerbicale Islands.
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group of rocks and islets collectively known as « Isolotti del
Toro » (2). These lie 13 km from Punta Cappiciolo but barely
3.5-4 km from Pietricaggiosa Island which seems to justify their
inclusion in the archipelago despite their belonging to another
ridge.

The southeastern tract of the Corsican coast exhibits an
uneven morphology with typical « rias » which testify to a re-
latively recent subsidence, almost surely pleistocenic. During the
last negative oscillations of the sea level (last phase of the Wiir-
mian glaciation) all the above-mentioned islands were linked to
Corsica. Owing to the subsequent late and post-Wiirmian marine
ingression they were separated again at different times. Accord-
ing to the sea level oscillations curve by FAIRBRIDGE (1960, p. 76,
not very different from that modified by HOLMES, 1965, p. 696,
Fig. 522) and taking into account that presumably no important
vertical movements took place during this period, one could con-
clude that: 1) the complex now represented by the Toro islets
was 1solated about 12,000 years ago when the sea level was 50 m
below the present (Fig. 1); 2) Vacca islet was 1solated about &,000
years ago when the sea level was 20m below the present or
slightly lower (Fig. 1); 3) the four major islands, included 1n the
20 m depth contour and separated from dry land by a canal having
a maximum depth of 19 m, were isolated a little later, about 7,500
years ago (Fig. 1); 4) following the rise of the sea level, from
the group which later gave origin to the four larger islands were
individualized first Pietricaggiosa Island followed, after a brief

interval, by Forana Island and lastly — slightly more than 6,000
years ago — by Piana and Maestro Maria islands, both included
in the b m depth contour and today separated by a channel less
than 2 m deep (Fig. 2).

However, during the last 6,000 years the present apperance
of the Cerbicale Islands has been greatly determined by erosion,

() The i1slet North of Maestro Maria and the « Isolotti del Toro » were
nameless. I propose the following Italian denominations for them in that
the other islands already have Italian names: Isolotto a Nord di Maestro
Maria, Isolotto del Torello, Isolotto del Toro Piccolo, Isolotto del Toro
Grande, Scoglio Primo del Toro Piccolo and Scoglio Secondo del Toro Piceolo.
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especially that by wave motion. This process is almost exclusively
responsible for the fragmentation of the Toro group (a clearly
initial stage of this can be seen on Toro Grande Islet: see below
and Fig. 7) and of the periphery of all the islands, so that their
coastal outline cannot be easily traced.

The Toro group and Vacca Island are formed of granite while
Piana and Maestro Maria islands as well as the Islet North of

Fig. 3. — Islets and rocks of the Toro group seen from approximately
NNW: 1 - Torello Islet; 2 - Toro Grande Islet; 2a - western part of same;
3 - Toro Piccolo Islet; 4 - Second Rock of Toro Piccolo; 5 - First Rock of
Toro Piccolo (unless otherwise indicated, all the photographs are by B. Lanza,
VII-VIII. 1971).

Maestro Maria are of gneiss; Forana and Pietricaggiosa islands
are principally gneissic, but granite is present in the northern,
eastern and southeastern parts of the former and in the south-
western portion of the latter (DENIZOT, 1953-1955; Prof. R. Nardi,
in litterts, 1972).
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Fig. 5. — Small shrubs of Lawatera arborea on the northern slope of Toro
Piccolo Islet.
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[ll. - Geographical, botanical and zoological notes on the Cerbicale Islands.

1. Toro PIiccorLo ISLET (Figs. 1-5).

Geographic posittion: about 50 m south of Toro Grande Islet
(see below):; maximum elevation: 32 m; dimensions: 150 X 70 m;
surface (%): about 5,100 m?; approximate distance from Punla
Cerbicale and nearest point of the Corsican coast: 6,400 m.

A dome-shaped 1slet covered by a low and scanty vegetation,
explored for about 2 hr on August 1, 1971 and about 1 hr on
August 8, 1972.

FLORA. - Chenopodium album L. (Chenopodiaceae). Dactylis
glomerata L. (Poaceae). Frankenia laevis L. (Tamaricaceae). La-

vatera arborea L. (Malvaceae). Lotus creticus L. s.]. (Phaseola-
ceae). Portulaca oleracea L. (Portulacaceae). Silene mollisstma

(L.) Pers. (Caryophillaceae).

FAUNA. - Hydrobates pelagicus (L.) (an adult with its egg
was observed In a small vacuity hidden under stones on the pre-

cipitous northeastern coast, about 10 m a.s.l.) (Aves Hydrobati-
dae). Larus audouinii Payraudeau (this characteristic and un-
common Mediterranean species nests on the Toro islets according
to a French amateur ornithologist whom I met in S. Giulia) (Aves
Laridae). Apus pallidus brehmorum Hartert (seen nesting in rock
crevices and in flight) (Aves Apodidae). Lacerta tiliguerta maresi
subsp. nova (Reptilia Lacertidae). Scantius aegyptius (L.) (Hete-
roptera Pyrrhocoridae). Hister major (L.) (Coleoptera Histeri-
dae). Blaps gibba Laporte (Coleoptera Tenebrionidae). Parmena
pubescens solieri Muls. (Coleoptera Cerambycidae). Many rem-
nants (mostly elytra) of Calosoma sycophanta L., a Carabid beetle
inhabiting the pine forests of the facing dry land; such remains,
very common on the other islets of the Toro group and Vacca
also, have accumulated over the years and probably come from
specimens having arrived accidentally and dying on these inho-
spitable sites and/or (more probably?) from faeces and/or pellets

(®°) Calculated by superimposing transparent graph paper over a map
scaled 1:10,000 (photographic enlargement of a map scaled at 1:35,680,

shightly modified by me).
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Fig. 6. — Toro Grande Islet seen from Toro Piccolo Islet. The black arrow indicates the northern entrance of the furrow shown in Fig. 7,
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of the gulls which could have eaten drowned specimens; also the
strong chromatic alterations in parts of some of the remains sug-
gest the possibility of their passage through an intestine; this
beetle might be preyed on by Eleonora’s Falcon (Falco eleonorae
Gené) (see Torello Islet). Fuscorpius carpathicus (L.) (Scorpio-
nes Chactidae). Porcellio cfr. orarum vizzavonensits Verhoeff (Cru-
stacea Isopoda Porcellionidae). Marmorana (Marmorana) serpen-
tina serpentina (Férussac) (Gastropoda Helicidae).

2. - TORO GRANDE ISLET (Figs. 1-3, 6, 7).

Geographic position: 41°30°30” N - 9°23°00” E ; maximum ele-
vation: 40 m; dimensions: 210 X 160 m:; surface: about 16,200
m?; approximate distance from Punta Cerbicale and nearest point
of the Corsican coast: 6,300 m.

It consists of a western portion — of about 2,500 m* — with
two elevations, the highest of which 1s 17 m and of a larger
eastern portion with vertical northeastern walls. The two por-
tions, separated by a deep, narrow furrow with a completely sub-
merged bottom (Fig. 7), could be considered as distinct islets;
only a few large fallen rocks maintain the territorial continuity
between the two parts and act as a bridge for the lizards.

The 1slet, covered by a low and scanty vegetation, was ex-
plored for about 2 hr on August 1, 1971 and again on August 8,

1972.

FLORA. - Allium wmultiflorum D.C. non Desf. [=—= A. rotun-
dum L. vy erectum (G. Don) Fiori] (Liliaceae). Atriplex portula-
cotdes L. and Chenopodium album L. (Chenopodiaceae). Crith-
mum maritimum L. (Umbelliferae). Frankenia laevis L. Lava-
tera arborea L. Limonium articulatum (Loisel.) Kuntze (Plum-
baginaceae). Lotus creticus. 1. s.1. Stlene mollissima (L.) Pers. and
Spergularia media (L.) C. Presi. (Caryophillaceae).

FAUNA. - Procellaria diomedea diomedea Scopoli (a big chick
was observed in the western portion of the islet: Fig. 8) (Aves
Procellariidae). Apus pallidus brehmorum Hartert (seen entering
a rock crevice). Lacerta tiliguerta maresi subsp. nova. Aphaeno-
gaster spinosa spinosa Emery (Hymenoptera Formicidae). Scan-
tius aegyptius (L.). Blaps gibba Laporte. Scymnus sp. (Coleoptera
Coccinellidae). Remnants of Calosoma sycophanta L. (see Toro



Fig. 7. — The deep, narrow furrow between the western and eastern por-
tions of Toro Grande Islet, facing South. Only a few fallen rocks, used
occasionally by the lizards, maintain territorial continuity between the two

sections.
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Piccolo Islet). Euscorpius carpathicus (L.). Porcellio spatulatus
Costa (Crustacea Isopoda Porcellionidae). Marmorana (Marmo-
rana) serpentina serpentina (Férussac).

3. - TorRELLO ISLET (Figs. 2, 3, 9).

Greographic position: about 20m E of Toro Grande Islet;
maximum elevation: 20m; dimensions: 100 X 50; surface:
about 3,000 m-=.

The 1slet, almost completely devoid of vegetation and not
inhabited by Lacerta, was explored for about 1 hr on August 8,

1972.

FLORA. - Chenopodium album L. Crithmum maritimum L.
Frankenia laevis L.. Lotus creticus L. s.l.

FAUNA. - Apus pallidus brehmorum Hartert (a chick was seen
in the nest). Falco eleonorae Gené (a 1st primary found) (Aves
Falconidae). Blaps gibba Laporte. Harpalus tenebrosus Dej. Rem-
nants of Calosoma sycophanta L. (see Toro Piccolo Islet). Platyar-
thrus costulatus Verhoeff (Crustacea Isopoda Platyarthridae).

4. - FIRST Rock OF Toro PiccoLo (Figs. 2, 3, 10).

Geographic position: about 50m W of Toro Piccolo Islet;
maximum elevation: 20m; dimensions: 60 X 30m; surface:

about 1,100 m=.

Rock almost devoid of vegetation, not inhabited by Lacerta,
explored on August 8, 1972 for about half an hour. A very deep
narrow furrow separates a bare western portion from a taller

eastern one.

FLoRA. - Chenopodium album L. Frankenia laevis L. Lotus
creticus L. s.1. Stlene mollissima (L.) Pers. and Spergularia media
(L.) C. Presi. Senecio vulgaris L. s.1. (Asteraceae).

FAUNA. - Phyllodactylus europaeus Gené (an adult male was
collected on the eastern slope of the rock, four meters below the
peak) (Reptilia Gekkonidae).

5. - SECOND Rock oOF Toro PIccoLo (Figs. 2, 3, 10).

Geographic position: about 10m W of Toro Piccolo Islet;
maximum elevation: 10m; dimensions: 40 X 30m; surface:

about 600 m=.
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Fig. 8. — A big chick of Procellaria diomedea diomedea Scopoli found on
the western portion of Toro Grande Islet. The pile of olive pits, a common
sight on several Mediterranean islets, has been defecated by passing thrushes.

Fig. 9. — Torello Islet seen from approximately N.
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Though smaller and lower than the preceding one, it has a
richer vegetation, probably because of the more protected posi-
tion. It was explored for about half an hour on August 8, 1972,
without sighting any Lacerita. Almost attached to 1ts eastern coast

a bare rock.

FLORA. - Allivum multrflorum D.C. non Desf. [=— rotundum
L. y erectum (G. Don) Fiori]. Chenopodium album L. Frankenia
laevis. Lavatera arborea L. Lotus creticus L. s.l. Silene moltis-
sima (L.) Pers. o

FAUNA. - Blaps gibba Laporte and Stenosts angusticollis
Reiche (Coleoptera Tenebrionidae). Remnants of Calosoma syco-
phanta (see Toro Piccolo Islet). Scantius aegyptius (L.).

6. - VAcca IsLET (Figs. 1, 2, 11, 16).

Geographic position: 41°33’20” N - 9923’18 E ; maximum ele-
vation: 21 m; dimensions: 110 X 90; surface: about 4,300 m-:
approximate distance from Punta Cerbicale and nearest point of
the Corsican coast: 3,700 and 3,250 m; distance from the nearest
Cerbicale 1sland (Forana): 1,040 m.

A precipitous 1slet, especially to the N and E, with a mode-
rately sloping western area; vegetation low and scanty. Explored
for about 2 hr on July 22, 1971.

The big flat rock near the northwestern extremity (Fig. 11)
is competely devoid of vegetation and submerged during storms.

FLORA. - Chenopodium album L. Crithmum maritimum and
Seselt boceconer Gussone (Umbelliferae). Lavatera arborea L.

FAUNA. - Hydrobates pela,g'icus'” (L.) (a chick was observed
under a big flat stone in a soill depression near the top of the
islet). Apus pallidus brehmorum Hartert (seen in flight). Lacerta
tiliguerta grondisonae subsp. nova. Tetramorium caespitum (L.)
(Hymenoptera Formicidae). Scantius aegyptius (L.). Lamprodeé-
ma maurum (F.) (Heteroptera Lygaeldae). Blaps gibba Laporte
and Akis bacarozzo Schrank var. tuberculata Kraatz (Co]eoptera
Tenebrionidae). Parmena pubescens solieri Muls. Harpalus tené-
brosus Dej. Remnants of Calosoma sycophanta (see Toro Piccolo
Islet). Marmorana (Marmorana) serpentina (Férussac).



Fig. 10. — From left to right: extremity of Toro Piccolo Islet; small nude
rock S of Second Rock of Toro Piccolo (left background); nude rock bet-
ween Second Rock of Toro Piccolo and Toro Piccolo Islet (left foreground);
Second Rock of Toro Piccolo; First Rock of Toro Piccolo (seen from the
western tip of Toro Grande Islet).

Fig. 11. — Vacca Islet — with its northwestern low, flat rock — seen from
approximately SW.
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7. - PIETRICAGGIOSA ISLAND (Figs. 1, 2, 12).

Geographic position: 41032712 N - 9921’18 K ; maximum ele-
vation: 10 m; dimensions: 380 X 270 m: surface: about 45,800
m?; approximate distance from Punta Cerbicale and nearest point
of the Corsican coast: 2,100 m; distance from the nearest Cer-
bicale 1sland (Piana): 825 m.

This island, whose top is covered by a low « macchia » of
Myrtus communis, Pistacia lentiscus, Calycotome villosa and Olea
europaea var. oleaster, was explored for 3 hr on August 8, 1971.

FLORA. - Briza media L., Catapodium loliaceum Link, Koele-
ria cristata Pers., Lagurus ovatus L. and Seclerochloa rigida Link
(Poaceae). Brassica cfr. campestris L. and Lobularia maritima
Desv. (Cruciferae). Anthemis maritima L., Carlina sp., Lupsia
galactites O. Kuntze and Senecio cineraria D.C. (Asteraceae). Al-
hum multiflorum D.C. non Desf. [—= A. rotundum L. y erectum
(G. Don) Fiori]}, Asparagus acutifolius L. and Smilax aspera L.
(Liliaceae). Crithmum maritimum L., Daucus carota hispanicus
(Gouan) and Ferula communis L. (Umbelliferae). Plantago cfr.
maritima L. (Pantaginaceae). Atriplex portulacoides L. Solanum
dulcamara L. and Solanum nigrum L. (Solanaceae). Amaranthus
sp. (Amaranthaceae). Olex europaea L. var. oleaster (Offm. et
Link) Fiori (Oleaceae). Euphorbia dendroides L. (Euphorbiaceae).
Pistacia lentiscus L. (Anacardiaceae). Myrtus communis (Myrta-
ceae). Calycotome wvillosa Link (Phaseolaceae).

FAUNA (only Reptiles studied). - Larus audournii Payraudeau
(about 30 pairs were seen nesting on a little eastern promontory
during July 1958 by Mr. Chiocca who checked the presence of
this species on the island in 1959, 1960 and 1961 also: BOURNON-
VILLE, 1964, p. 452). Lacerta tiliguerta eiselti subsp. nova. Insecta

Orthoptera gen. sp. (very common).

8. - PIANA ISLAND (Figs. 13-15).

Geographic position: 41°33’00” N - 921’47 E ; maximum ele-
vation: 34 m; dimensions: 660 X 330 m; surface: about 184,900
m-; approximate distance from Punta Cerbicale and nearest point
of the Corsican coast: 1,700 and 1,550 m; distance from the nea-
rest Cerbicale 1sland (Maestro Maria): 215 m.
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Fig. 12. — Pietricaggiosa Island seen from approximately NW.

Fig. 13. — Piana Island seen from approximately SW. The southern tip of
Forana Island, seemingly an appendix to Piana, is visible on the right.
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This 1sland, the largest of the archipelago, explored for about
2 hr on July 23, 1971, is densely covered by shrubs of Myrtus
communis, Pistacia lentiscus, Olea europaea var. oleaster, Phil-
lyrea angustifolia and Phillyrea media; the height of the « mac-
chia » 1s more than 2 m in some places but scattered specimens
of Juniperus phoenicea reach 4 m. Mickey Béard told me that,
during the winter, some cows are brought from Corsica and left
on the island for a few months.

FLORA. - Pancratium maritimum L. (Amaryllidaceae). Heli-
chrysum microphyllum Cambess. (Asteraceae). Erythraea pul-
chella Fr. (Gentianaceae). Cistus monspeliensis L. (Cistaceae). Pi-
stacia lentiscus L. Myrtus communis L. Juniperus phoenicea L.
(Cupressaceae). Olea europaea L. var. oleaster (Offm. et Link)
Fiori, Phullyrea angustifolia L. and Phillyrea media L. (Oleaceae).

FAUNA (only Reptiles studied). - Oryctolagus cuniculus L.
(very common and obviously imported) (Mammalia Leporidae).
Larus audouwinii Payraudeau; BOURNONVILLE, 1964, p. 452, writes:
« Pour 1956 et 1957, les souvenirs de M. Chiocca sont assez con-
fus mais 1l semble que les Goélands d’Audoin aient niché sur 'ex-
tremité S.-E. de la troisieme ile [i.d. Piana Island]; a colony of
about 60 specimens was observed on the eastern side of the island
by Mr. P. Fasce (in kiteris, January 11, 1972) on May 6, 1971.
The same day he also observed scattered individuals of Larus ar-
gentatus michaellis Naumann and, on the western side of the
island, 200-250 juveniles of Phalacrocorax aristotelis desmarestii
(Payraudeau) (Aves Phalacrocoracidae). Lacerta tiliguerta eiselti
subsp. nova. Coluber viridiflavus (Lacépede) subsp. inquirenda
(two specimens seen) (Reptilia Colubridae). Insecta Orthoptera
gen. sp. (very common). Sympetrum meridionale (Selys) (Odo-
nata Libellulidae).

9. - MAESTRO MARIA ISLAND (Figs. 14-17).

Geographic position: 41°33’21” N - 9°22°03” E : maximum ele-
vation: Tm; dimensions: 330 X 110 m; surface: about 28,200
m?; approximate distance from Punta Cerbicale and nearest point
of the Corsican coast: 2,000 and 1,680 m.

A flat 1sland with a southwestern sandy beach, a southeastern
rocky portion up to 7m a.s.l. and a central depression of a few
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Fig. 14. — Southwestern part of Maestro Maria Island: in the background
Piana Island.

Fig. 15. — Piana Island (left) and Maestro Maria Island (flat, right) seen
from approximately E. The Corsican coast is visible in the background.
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square meters where water stagnates during the rainy periods;
the island,explored for about 4 hr on July 23, 1971, has a low
vegetation, some modest shrubs of Pistacia lentiscus in the rocky
part and a few small trees of Tamarix africana.

FLORA. - Ammophila arenaria Lk. Cynodon dactylon Pers
and Dactylis glomerata L. (Poaceae). Allium wmultiflorum D.C.
non Desf. [=—= A. rotundum L. erectum (G. Don) Fiori] and Aspa-
ragus acutifolius L. (Liliaceae). Pancratium maritimum L. Cakile
maritima Scop. (Cruciferae). Crithmum wmaritimum L., Daucus
carota hispanicus (Gouan) and Ferula communis L. Tamarixz afri-
cana Powr. (Tamaricaceae). Thymelaea tartonraira All., (Thyme-
leaceae). Pistacia lentiscus L. Inula crithmoides L. and Senecto
cineraria D.C. (Asteraceae). Lotus creticus L. s.l. Atriplex portu-
lacordes L. (very common on the piles of Poseidonia leaves). Li-
monium vulgare angustifolium (Rchb.) Gams.

FAUNA. - Rattus sp. (no specimens seen but very common ac-
cording to the Corsican fishermen) (Mammalia Muridae). Larus
argentatus michaellts Nauman [ETCHECOPAR & HUE, 1955, p. 247,
observations of July 7, 1955: « Nous trovames la trace d’anciens
nids de Goélands argentés et méme une ponte de remplacement,
mails des notre approche les nombreux jeunes n’hésitérent pas a
se jeter a I'eau. La treés grande majorité volaient déja et les pa-
rents ne montralent pas d’inquiétude ». About 15 nesting pairs
were observed by Mr. P. Fasce on May 6, 1971 (wn lLitteris). I col-
lected some mummified adults and chicks in the above-mentioned
depression]. Lacerta tiliguerta eiseltt subsp. nova. Dichillus cor-
stcus Solier, Cryplicus gibbulus Quensel and Catomus consenta-
neus Kister (Coleoptera Tenebrionidae). Chrysomela bankst Fa-
bricius (Coleoptera Chrysomelidae). Dermestes frischi Kug. (in
the mummified gulls) (Coleoptera Dermestidae). Remnants of Ca-
losoma sycophanta (see Toro Piccolo Islet). Insecta Orthoptera
gen. sp. (very common). Cochlicella acuta (Miiller) and Theba
visana (Miller) (Mollusca Helicidae).

10. - ISLET NORTH OF MAESTRO MARIA (Flig. 17).

Geographic position: 4133’24 N - 9922703 E ; maximum ele-
vation: perhaps less than 3 m; dimensions: 150 x 50 m; surface:
about 3,800 m-.
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Fig. 16. — Northern part of Maestro Maria Island looking east: in the

background Vacca Islet.

Pig. 17. — A tract of the western coast of Forana Island. Maestro Maria
Island (central, low black stripe), Piana Island (center, behind M. M.) and

the Islet North of Maestro Maria (right) are visible in the background.



