
4I. NUCR,AS IN'IERTEXTA.

FORMÄ TYPICA.

Lacerta üüertwta, A. Smith, Mag. N. H. (2), ii, 1838, P. 93.f
Iracerta delalanilii, tar. ä, Dum. & Bibr. Erp. Gdn. v, p. 248

(rffie).
Nucras tessella,ta, Part., Bouleng. Caü. Liz. iü, p. 52 (1887);

Ilewitü, Änn. Transv. Mus. ii, 1910, p. 112.

Nwcraß tusell,ata, var. ocef,l,ato, Bouleug. Ann. S. AJr. Mus. v, l9l0'
p.475.

Nucraa ild,a,l,anilä, pad., Hewiüt, ü.c., p. 111.

Nucraß interlata, Bouleng. Ann. S. Afr. Mus. riü, 1917, p. 205,

pl. Yi.

Ifeacl small, slightly broader than deep, 1ä üo 1g üines as long as

broail, its length 4 to 4l t'imes in length to vent; snout obüuse.

Pileue 2! times as loug as broad. Bocly feebly depressed. Limbs
moderate, the hintl limb reaching the wrist or ühe elbow; fooü as long
as the head.; iligits feebly compressed. Tail tapering from the base'
1+ üo 2+ üimes as long as heacl anct botly.

* Tail probably regenerated. In the specimen noticed by Nieden iü is nearly
trice as long as head and body.

+ The üype epecimen, deecribeit by A. Smith and by Dum6ril and Bibron,
was preeented to the British Mueeum by the former euthor in 1865, under the
name of L. ihlolanilü, aloag with the typea of tbe other Nuera,s in hie private
collection, aad. ite abeolute concordance with the original descripüion wac oyor-
looked by rne when, followiag Smith hirnself, I placed L, intettcsto in tbe
synonymy of N. il,el,alanil,ü. Although not labelled as euch, the specimen is
certainly Ä. Smith's type. fü was reforred by me to N. tacselloto. 
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l8 La.certidu.

Nasals forming a ehort or very shorü suture behind the rostral;
frontonaeal bmacler than long, broader thau the internarial BPace;

prcfroutals forming a short or very shorü suture; fmntal as long as

its östance from the encl of the enout, 1$ to l$ times as long as

broad, narrower, behincl, thau the supraocula,rs; frontoparietals much
shorü€r thon the fmntal or tha,n üheir d.ista,nce from the posterior
boriler of the pileus; parietals 13 times as loug as broad, outer borcler
sometimes emarginate for the accommodation of the anterior upper
temporal; interparietal nar:row, 3 üimes as long as the oceipital, which
may be broacler or ruclimentary anil pushed back behintl the pileus ;

parietals ancl interparietal shorter iu proportion to their wiclth in the
very young. tr'our supraocula,ra, first and fourth small; first uarrowly
in contact with tbe froutal; 5 or 6 superciliariee; 2 tß 4 small scales
between the supraoculars and. the superciliaries. Two supetposed

trnsünasals; anterior loreal banely half ae long as second ; 4 upper
labials anüerior to the subocular, which is usually n&rrower beneath
than above; an elongaüe upper temporal, in contact with tbe fourth
supnocular, followed by 2 or 3 smaller shielils; temple covered. witb
sma^ll heragonal or granular scales, which are about as la,rge as the
d.orsals; a round or oval tympanic shield. Lower eyelicl with 5 or
6 verüically eulargecl gcalee in ühe midclle.

Pa,rietal forameu aucl pterygoid teeth present.
Gular scales small, juxtaposed, increasing in size ancl imbricate

towartlg the collar, 27 tß 3d in a straighf lougitudinal series; no
gular fold. Collar even-eclged or feebly serratedl, composed of l0 to
13 plaüee..

scales on body oval, jurtaposed, smooth, 40 to 404 across the miiklle
of the bocly, 2 antl 3 on the siale coneeponcling to a ventral plate.
Yentral plates in 6 or 8 lougiturtinal series, those bf the second series
from the meclian line the broadest, aud 29 to 84 transverse series.
Preanal plate la,rge, with a smalrer one ou each side and a largo pair
in fionü, or two subequal preanala, oue in front of the other.

a series of 4 to 7 transversely enlarged plates ou the lorver surface
of the fore limb. scalee on upper surface of tibia smaller thau
the doreaJs. ll to 14 femoral pores on eacb side. z0 to 2S lamellar
scalee under the fourth toe.

cauclal scales forming whorls of nearly equal lengüb, upper raüher
traxrow, the medinn pair sornetimes broader, raüher-strougly keelert,
truucaüe behind, with distinet sensory piüs.

The type specimen, a female frorn Lntarroo, near Kuruman, now
rather bleached,has the markings well preserved,alühough ilre black has
turnecl to a pale brown, and auswers to a. smith,s diafuosis: ,,colour
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Ebove, recldish-brown, wiüh two rowe of circular white spots. tlis'

conüinued. about, belf way betwcen the anterior anil posterior

extremitiee, each. spot, surrounde<l by a black ring; siiles chequered'

black antl white, the latüer colour clispoeetl in narrow verüical stripes'

Tail tight brown, with a tlotteit black line ou each sicle, ancl the sPace

between them above markeil with snrall black spots. Under parts

white." This cleseripüion is lsupplemeutett by e very gooil account

of the same specimeu by Dumdril *ncl Bibron, of which this is a

translation:-
Inst€aal of a grcat uuuber of small blael< spots with whitr pupils

(as in L. ilelutand,rll), thore ere only two serios, spots a liüüle larger,

on eaph side of the back. Two or three irregu}nr blackish spots on

the upper lip. Two vertical blackieh stripes on the temple, wfaicb

is whi;; a third above the ear, and three or four on the neck. Others

along the flanke, buü shorter; on examining them carefully, one may

go"r! how they were formeil. It is proba.bly üIaü, in early youth,

ionit" spots mingleil with black existeal on ühe flanks; gratlually, at

they eniargeil, thä bla,ck eircle olnnecl above and beneath; then each

ut tne twi porüions became raised. anil fuseil with the oüher, whilst

eirnultaneous-ly the white cenf,ral spot onlarged verticallyl t'bus

prod,ucing alternately bläck ancl. white vertical bars. Upper eurfaoe

of Ui"A li.bt with eome white spots incompletcly surrounded wiüh

blackieh. Here and there some black spots on the upper surface of

ühe base of the tail; others, similiar, ar€ present on the sides, so

regularly arranged and so crowcletl ae üo form a longitutlinal süripe

(r/. 4"o. S. Afr. Mus. xiii, pl. vi, fiS' 8)'
The interpretation given to the markings by the authors of the

Erp6tologie GtdnCrale is fully confinnecl by the oramiuatiou of

thäyooog, with wbich we &re uow acquaiutecl (var. o-cellata, Blgr.).
yery young specimens (37-4O millim. to vent) from Piete$burg,

Tran."aal, are äark browu above ancl bla,ckish on the siiles, with

numerous whitp oc,elli in ühreo or four series on the back ancl three

series on each side; a white verüebral etreak on the nap€, which may

be continued, intermptecl, on the body; eicles of heatl and neck wiüh

blach and, white verüical lines ; uPPer orbital bonler whitish; a white

sbreak ou each parieta,l shield, continuous wiüh t'he outer clorsal series

of ocelli; tail eoral-recL. In a larger young (43 millim.) from Kokong,

Bechuanalancl, the dorsal markings are the same' buü the ocelli on the

sicles of the body are fused to forrn vertical bars (l'c', fig' 7)'

a balf-grown female from Pietereburg is recldish-brown above, with

au interrupteil light, black-eilged vertebral'streak, a ilorso-lat€ral series

of ocelli, ancl three series of ocelli on ea,oh gicle, the lower of whiqh
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ar.e mone or less confluent into a longitutlinal streak from tbe shoulder

to the root of the bind limb; hea,tl end neck as in the precaling

(1.c., fig. 6).
a half-growu male frour Bustenburg, Transvaal, is simillr to ühe

precerling, buü ühe white eyea of the ocelli on the nape ere in ühe

form of longiüu<linal linee, whilst the black borclers of the ooelli
run üogether to form cross-bancls ou the back, as is frequenü in
N, ilclatrand,ä, fi.om the young of which iü is hordly to be disüinguished,

so far as tbe coloration is eonc€rned.

Measureruents (in millimetres) :

l. 2. 3.

80 68 55

25 2l 17
t7 14 12

1l 98
97.57

22 20 16
34 29 26
17 t5 18
tt7 106 112

1. I, üype, Lata,koo. 2. 9 , Pietersburg, Transveel. 8. d, Rusten-
burg, Trauwaal.

Under ühe name of va,r. hohthi, I group together a numbor of
specimens which, rrhilst agreeing eeseutially in süructure wiüh -[r.
bücrtedn, cliffer from ühe type inthe back being striateil ühroughout life.

From encl of euouü to vent

t' " " forelimb
L€ugth of heail
Width of hea,il

Depth of beail
-['ore limb

'Ilinil limb
trtoot
Tail


