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In troductioll 

B omeo. one of the mnjor i~lands of the Indo-Malayan 
Archipelago, b the second largest tropical i~land in the 
world (afler Nc\\ Guinea). cmering a land area of 

approximately 743.380 " I km. A major part of the j"l:md conslllutes 
the InJoncsinn pos~c""i\Jn of Kali ITIantan (area: 539.-1-60 sq kill). the 
re" within the east Malaysian state" of Sarawak ([ 24,450 sq I::m) 
and Sabah (73.7 10 "<l "m ). and a ~mall but significant pollioo is the 
Sultanate of Negara I3 nmei Darus~alam (5.760 sq km). 

The i~land is silu:llcd entirel y within the tropics. with the 
equator crossing over the cilY of Pomianak in Kalimantan. The land 
is thu\ characterised h) high. equitable lempel".Jturc and heavy 
rainfall ... prcad throughout the year. although relali\cI} wetter 
periods arc noticed during the NonheaM Monsoons (NO\cmber to 

April), rainfall is al so experienced during the passagc of the 
Southwe~1 Monsoons (April to August). 

Fore~t type most typical of Borneo must be the mixed 
dipterocarp type, from the yellow-red ~oih in the uplands. The 
lo\\'er Illorltlme and upper montane forests arc also remar~able in 
thei r structure and composition. Ilere, canopy height is reduced, 
~omctimes to 18- 30 m. with few cmergem t rcc~. bUllres~ed trees 
are Ic~~ common. there is an ahscncc of large ,""oody c1imtx:r~ . 

At 4095 m. Low's Peak un Gunung Kmabalu is the hight'~1 mountain peal 
in Borneo, and the Kinabalu ma~sif itself i, an impon:mt n~ntre for lilard 
di\,n .. ity. "ilh as man} a, 45 specie .. recordcd. (Photo: Tee Kim Ling). 



INTRODUCTI ON 

which is otr~ct by the great abundance of vascular epiphytcs. Moss 
vegetation, with an abundance of bryophytcs. in addition 10 gnarled 
trees characterisc the upper limits of montane forests. Upper 
montane forcqs also have trees with small. leathery leaves and 
conifer.,;. Forests associated with peat swamps are particularly 
distinctive, and arc widespread along coastal areas abulling 
estuarine plains as well as in small river valleys, Plant life is 
udapted to high-stre~s environments, including mineral deficient 
substrate and poorly-aeriated and acidic waters. in addition to 
shortage of surface water during dry periods. Another unique 
vegetation type is the heath forests or Kerangas, confined 10 either 
mised Ocach tefHlees or sand~tone ridges and plateaux, formed on 
ancient sea Ocaches lert stranded by the fall in sea levels, about a 
million years Ocfore present. 

Distinctive vegetation types also include the local limestone 
nora, speciose in plant und invertebrate (especially mollusc) 
endemics. Mangroves forests arc also rich in species. The coastal 
margins are dominated by mangroves, while more freshwater 
conditions support strands of N.\pa fnlticall.\· palms. Further 
upriver. declining salinity level s promote the association of 
Heriliera lilloralis and Ollcosperma tigilfariwn. Mangroves of tbe 
Sunda Shelf islands have been described as the most biologically 
diverse in tbe world. and trees may reach 50 m in height. 

Thi s work is' a non-technical guide to the li7.ards inhabiting 
Borneo and its offshore islands. At present, 109 species arc known 
from the region (Table 1), and a larger work on the fauna is in 
preparation. The present guide covers 73 species. or over 66% of 
the fauna. 

For eacb species, the current valid scientific name, maximum 
size (snout-vent length) and brief notes on identification, biology 
and distribution, arc provided. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Tahlc 1. Checklist of Humean lizard~. *i ndicates endemic :-.pccies. 

A(;Ai\flDAE 
Ap/IUlliotis Peters, IH64 
Ap/wlliOlis uClllimttrj,\' Modigliani , 1889 
Apllmlioli:J/usca (Pelen-. 1864) 

• Aplumiulil omala (\:tn Lidlh de Jcudc. 1893) 
IJrm,cllOcela Kaup, 1827 
i1mlldlOccla criuatellll (Kuhl. 1820) 
/J /'OIU:/w('('lajubara Durneril & Bibron. H13? 
COlllplicitllS Manthey & Crossmann. 1997 

• COlllplicilUS l/igri~/lI(/ri~ (Ola & Hikida, J 991) 
Draco Linnaeus. 1758 

• Draw ajJillis Bartlett. 1895 
Dracu CUrl/llf!H Gunther. 1864 
D/'(/{"u aiSlalel/u.f GUnther, 1872 
Dm("()jimbriarus Kuhl. 1820 
D/'{/("() haemaropoROIl Boie in: Gray. UBI 
Dmco maximlls B()u1cnger. 1893 
f)mco me/al/opogon Boulenger. 1887 
Omco obsclIrlis Boulcnger. 1887 
Omen qllinqmjasciatlu Hardwicke & Gray, 1827 
Oraro .fl/11wtrmlll$ Schlegel. 1844 
GOl/ocephalus Kaup. IH2S 

... GOllocephaillJ bUI'I1/'lIfis (SchlegeL 1848 ) 
Gonocephahu doriae (Pctcrs. 1871) 
GOl1ocepilaills xrlllu/is (Gmy. 1845) 
Gonocephaills /ioXllJfer (Gilnther. 1872) 
G(H/(x'('phaills mjobergi Smith. 1925 
UarpesQllrtls Roulenger. 1885 

... Ilarp('.IWlnIS bomeel1.liJ (Mertem. 192-1-) 
Uypsicalofes Manthey & Denzer, 2000 

... Jl")"p.~im/ofes kinalm/llt'llsis (Dc Grijs. 1937) 
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INTRODUCTION 

PIWXQph,ys Hubrecht, 1881 
• PllOxophrys bomeensi.~ Inger. 1960 
• Phnxophrys Ct'phll/1I11I (Mocquard. 1890) 
• Phoxophrys lIigrilabri.f ( P C1CTh. 1864) 
... Plroxopl"ys ~pi"iceps Smith. 1925 

P$flldocalotes Filzinger, 18~3 
... PSl'!I(locaIOII'~ ~a,.mrucellsis Inger & Stuching, 1994 

ANGUIDA£ 
Ophisallrlls Daudin, 1803 

• OphisaurIIs bllt'ltikofer; \an Lilith de Jculle. 1905 

F.UilL£I'HARlDAE 
Aeiuroscalahotes Boulenger. 1885 
AefllfT)Sca/ablJtl'.1 [Clilll/.f (Gunther. 18M) 

I>IIIA.MIOAE 
f)ibamlls OUllu~r il & Bihron. 1839 

• Dibllll/ll.\ inxer; D:l~ & Lim. 2003 
Dibwlllu le llCllrII.f (Bleeker. 1860) 

* Dimmw.f \'Oris; Das & Lim. 2003 

GEKKQNIDAF. 
Cllem(upls Strauch, 18S7 

... C/lellla,VI/'f dring; Das & Bauer. 1998 
CI1l'n1fHpir kendalli; (Gray. 1845) 
Cl1l'1//(/spis lIigrillia (Smith. 1925) 
Cosyll/bofll.l' Filzinger. 1843 
Cosyl/1bolll.\ craSpedOTlH (Mocquard. 1890) 
C(Jsv!llI)()III~ pllllYllnlS (Schneider. 1792) 
Cyrlodtlctyills Hardwicke & Gray. 1827 

• (\r/(xJ(lU.'/II~ hallll'mis (Mocquard , 1 ~90) 

• ()T,oda("/_\lll~ cm'em;cohn Inger & King. 1961 



INTRODUCTION 

Cyrwdactylill consobrillll,\' (Peters, 1871) 
Cyrtodacryllo' illger; Hik idn. 1990 
C\rtodoayflls malaYa/III.I' (De R(Xlij. 1915) 
(wfOdoaylm>' mat.mi; Hikida. 1990 
Cyrtodacryills p/lbimlclI.~ Inger. 1957 
Cyrrodacryills qllodril'irgalUs Taylor. 1962 
Cyrtndacryills ,roshi; Hik.idn. 1990 
GellJTO Gray. 1834 
Gehyra mutilara (Wiegmann. 183-') 
Gekko Laun:nli. 1768 
Ge/.:ko gecf. .. o Linnacus. 1758 
Gekko I/lUlwrC'lllls (Dumeri! & l3ibron. 1836) 
Gekko smithi; (Gray. 1842) 
Hemidactylus Gray, 1825 
Ilemil/ucl.lllis bmokii Gray. 1845 
lIemil/uct.ll!lsjrelllltllJ Dumcril & Bihron. 1836 
I/ emitiaclyllls gaT/lOti; Dumcri l & Bihron. 1836 
HellliphyIlQdacrylll ,\' Bleeker 1860 
Ilemil'hylh)(I(lCI."IIl.~ t\'plll Bleeker. 1860 
I~pidmiaclylll s Filzinger. Isn 
/-epidodacryilis 11I8I1bri.~ (Dumeril & B ibron. 1836) 

.. LI!pidndacryllls ml!lIlIel1.lis Ota & Hi kida. 1988 
Lllpero.W1l1rl1 s GTa~'. UI-lS 
Llfperomll/"ll.\' broll'lIi Russel l, 1979 
LlIperosalll1u' w/sll/lwi Ota. Sengoku & Hikida, 19% 
Pt),chozo(J11 Kuhl & "an Hasselt. 1822 
PrycllO:ooll/ulr.ljieltiii (Gray. 1827) 
Pryc/w:'ooll kllhli Stejnegcr, 1902 

.. Pryclw:O()I1 rlwcnp/wrus (B()ulcnger. 1899) 

LAC ERTlDAE 
Takydrolllll s Olludin. 1802 
Takydrollllls sexlinearlH Daudin, 1802 
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INTRODUCTION 

LANTI-IANOTlDAE 
umthallQlIls Sieindachner, 1877 

... wllllwlIOllIS bumeel/sis Stcindachner. I S77 

SCINCIDAE 
A/JU:rygQdoll Edeling, IS64 

• Ap'",ygodon "i ,,,,,,,, Ed"i"g. 1864 
Urachymeles Dumeril & BihnJO, 1839 

... Ilrac"yml'l('~ (11'11.1' Hikida. 1982 
/)osia G ray. 1M3\} 
Dosia grill'CI (Gra). 1845) 
lJ(lsi(l O/iI'(lCl' {J Gray. 1839 
f)osia semicillc/{/ (Peter... 1867) 
Elllo;a Gray. 1~5 
EmoiCi (I/r()(,O.Hara (Lesson. 1830) 
Emo;a ('(I£'mleo(,llIlda (De Vis. 1892) 
Emu/a C,),(IIlIIra (Lc\so!1. 1830) 
Lampro/epi,\' F'itzingcf, 1843 

• Lmllpm/epis niellll'enllllisii (van Lidlh de Jcudc, [905) 
* LlIIllpmlepis I')'I/eri (Shelford. 19(5) 

iArl/til, HOhmt'. 1981 
.. LlIrllria undescribed species Grismer. Leong & Yaakob. 2003 

Lipjllia Gray, 1~5 
• Li,)jnia undescribed species Dtls and Au ... ,in. in prep 
... Lipillia lIIiallgemis (Werner. 1910) 
'" Upillial1ill'l1s (Peter~. lR71) 

Upilli(l I'irrigel"ll (Bou1cngcr, 1894) 
t ygosolllo Hardwiekc & Gray, 1827 
LyguJoma h(llllpfyldl'i Bartlett, 1895 
LY8(mmW bowringi; (Gumher. 18(4) 
MabuJo Filzingcr. 1826 
Mabuya indeprema Brown & Alcala. 1980 
Mubllya "l/Illifa_~ciata (Kuhl. 1820) 



INTRODUCTION 

f',fabllya rlldi.\' Boulenger. I RR7 
Mabllya flI~ifera (SroiiC7ka. 1870) 
Sphwo1llorplllls t"itzingcr. 1843 
Sphenomorpillu' lleJCu/elirnla Inger. Tan. L:tl..im & Yarnoun. 

2002 
... Spht'lIolllorplllls bllt'llikoferi (van Lidth de Jcude. 1905) 
... SphellO/llO/plllo crassa Inger. Tall. Lakim & Yambun. 2002 

Spilell0ll10rpllllJ <:1'0110/0('11111.1' Inger & Ho ... mcr. 1965 
v Sphell0ll10rpllllJ haas; Inger & Hosmer. 1965 
~ Sphenoll1oTf)hllJ hallieri (1;ln Lidth de Jcuctc. 19(5) 
.. Spl1el!oll1orphllJ kinabalu(,I1.I;J (Bartlett, 1895) 
'" Sphellolllorp/IUJ marulicollll,l Bacon. 1967 

Sphellolllorpl1l1J II/llfliJqUllIlWllU' Inger. 1958 
SphenolllorplluJ /11l/rude/ui.1 Smith. 1925 
SphenolllorphuJ saballlls Inger. 1958 
SphenolllOrpllllJ s/ieifordi (Boulenger. 1900) 
SpilenolllOrpllllJ stellatus (Boulenger, 1900) 
Sphel101ll0rplllls IlIIIQhlill1:~i Inger. Tan. L:lkim & Yamnun. 2002 

'" SphellOlllnrl"lIu /('IlIIiclf/tH (Mocquard, I R90) 
Tropidoplwr/ls DUlllcdl & 8ibron. 1839 

'" T rvpi(lopllOrI/.I' heccarii Peter:.. 1871 
'" Trvpidophoru.l' hrovkt'i (Gray, (845) 
'" Tmpidvphoru~ illiqllllJ van Lidlh de Jeude. 1905 
• Tr(}pidvphoru~ microplIs van Lidlh de Jeude, 1905 
• Tmpillvphorlls mocqll(lnlii B()uknger. 189'" 
'" Tml'idophoru s perl'lexlI~ Barbour. 1921 

VARANlDA E 
l'Qrallu~' Mea-relll, 1820 
\'clralllH dllll/erilii (Sch legel. 1839) 
\~IIWIII.~ rudicolliJ Gray, 18-45 
WlIWlIIS sa/nl/vr (Laurenli. 17M!) 
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Famil y AGAMIDAE 

Apilalliotis fusea 
(Peters, 1864) 
SVL to 67 mm. 

A slender lizard from lowland 
forests. with a reduced nuchal crest: 
long and slender limbs: dorsum dark 
brown: yelller paler: two dark 
interorbital bars: and inner lining of 

mouth dark blue. Diet comprises caterpillars. beetles. millipedes. 
cockroaches and termites and 1- 2 eggs are produced. 

Distribution: Southern Thailand. the Malay Peninsula. 
Sumatra. SirnaluT. Nias (Mcntawai Islands). Borneo. Singkcp and 
the Natuna Islands. 
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Famil y AGAMIDAE 

Brollchocela crislalella 
(Kuhl , 1820) 
SVL \(J 130 mm. 

A familiar tree lizard from parks 
and gardcm. a~ well as low13nd forest~ 
and the midhilk body compressed: 
nuchal crc~t \\ ilh c iongme scales: 
dorsal crest 'iOmc\\ hat distinct. dorsum 
green. sometimes \\ ilh while or light 
hlue spots or ban., changeable to brown. Diet comprises beetles. 
nies and a[l{S and 1-4 egg~ arc produced at a time. each spindle­
~haped. with pointed cnd~. 

Di st ribution: Southern Myanmar. Thai land. the Nicobar 
Archipelago. the Malay Peninsula. SUlllatm, Borneo. Java, the 
Lesser Sund:L~. Makulu and the Philippine~ . 
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Family AGAMIDAE 

Brol1chocela juhata 
l)umeril & Bibron, 1837 
SV L to 150 mm. 

A rather rare (in Borneo) tree 
lizard from Kalimantan: body 
relatively robust: nuchal and dorsal 
crest with elongated scales: dorsum 
green. changeable to brown or 
black. with yellow or red spots or 
vertical bars. Inhabits lowland 
forests as well as disturbed areas: 
diet comprises insects and two eggs 
are laid at a time. although more 
than a clutch may be produced in a 
year. 

Distribution: Java. Borneo, 
Bali. Singkep. Sulawesi. 
Karakelang and Salibabu 
Archipelagos. 
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Family AGAM IDAE 

Draco COrllutus Gunther, 1864 
SVL to 85 Illlll_ 

A be<lUliful tlying liz<lrd: body slender. with a thorn-like scale 
o\-er eye: tymp<lnum sC<lleless; dewbp triangular. covered with 
sm<lll scales: nostril oriented iatemlly: dors<li crest absent: dorsum 
bright green to greeni~h - brown. in males: tan or light brown in 
females: patagium rcddi~h -orange with dark spots or bands; a dark 
interorhital -'pot. lnhahib the pJain~ and midhills . and feeds 
exclu~ivcly on -'mall hlack ants. Clutches comprise 3---4 egg~. 

Di~trihution: Sumatra. Borneo. Java. Bangunan Islands and the 
Sulu Archipelago. 
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Family AGAMIDAE 

Draco fimbriatu s Kuhl, 1820 
SVL to 132 mm. 

A large flying lizard: body relatively robust: spinous projc<.:tion 
over eye: tympanum large. scaklcs~: males wi th a low nuchal sail: 
dorsum and patagium greyish -bro\~'n. with grey and pale green 
markings. Inhabits lowlands and mid-elevation forests. Diel 
unknown and presumably comprises arthropods and 2-4 eggs are 
laid at a time. 

Distribution: Southern Thailand. the Malay Peninsula. 
including Singapore. Sumatra. the Mentawai Archipelago. Borneo. 
Java and Mindanao in the Philippines. 
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Family AGAMlDAE 

Draco haematopogoll Boie in Gray, 1831 
SVL 10 94 mm. 

A slender nying liLard; tail crest absent: tympanum large. skin­
covered; dewlap (Overed with small scales: no thorn-like scale 
abovc cyes; dorsum olive or brownish-grey. with indistinct lighter 
and darker spots: patagium hlack with yellow spots. Inhabits 
midhills and subrnontane forests. and diet probably comprises ants 
and other small inseclS. Betwcen 2- 3 eggs arc produced at a time. 

Distribution: The Malay Pcninsula. Sumatra. Java and Borneo. 
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Family AGAMIDAE 

Draco maximus Boulcnger, 1893 
SVL [0 1]9 mm. 

A large. robust flying lizard: no spinou~ projcction abovc eye: 
males with nuchal sail: dewlap covGrcd wi th small scales. dorsum 
green. with a brownish-olive pal1em of bands: patagiurn black with 
discontinuous olive-brown lines. Inhabits river-edges from the 
lowlands to about 1000 m and diet presumably comprises ants and 
other insects. Between 1- 5 cggs are produced at a time. 

Distribution: TIle Malay Peninsula. Sumatra. Borneo and the 
Natuna Islands. 
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Family AGAMIDAE 

Draco melatlOpogon Boulenger, 1887 
SVL 10 93 lUlU. 

A slender Hying lizard: spinous projects above eye absent: 
dewlap elongate. scales covering dewlap slightly enlarged: dor~um 
olive or green with brownish-grey bands or diamond-shaped spots; 
palagiulTI black wilh scatlered yellow-orange spots. Inhabits 
lowland forests. Dict comprises ants. beetles. millipedes. isopods 
and termites and two eggs are produced. 

Distribution: Peninsular Thailand. the Malay Peninsula. 
including Singapore. SUlll<llra. Borneo and the Natuna b lands. 

15 



Family AGAMIDAE 

Draco quillquejasciatlls Hardwickc & Gray, 1827 
SV L to 110 mm. 

A slender nying lizard: no spinous projections above eyc: 
dewlap tapering to a narrow tip: males with a low nuchal sail: 
dorsum bright green in males, brownish-olive in females. with dark 
specklings: pmagium yellow or orangish -red aoo\'c. with live dark 
brown or black cross-bars. Inhabits forests from the lowlands to the 
midhills. Feeds exclusively on allis and 1--4 eggs are produced. 

Distribution . Southern Thailand, the Malay Pcninsula, 
including Singapore, Sumatra. Pulau Sinkep. Pulau Bclitung and 
Borneo. 

16 



Family AGAMIDAE 

Draco SllmatralluS 
Schlegel, 1844 
SVL to 85 mm. 

The commoneSl Bornean 
flying lilard . a slender ~pceies: lail 
creSl absenl: dewlap triangular. 
covered wilh small scales: nuchal 
creSl present. males with blue 
forehead when displaying; dorsum 
lighl brown. with dark brown 
blotches: dewlap bright yellow. 
with black dots at base. Inhabits 
open forests. plantations. parks and gardens. Diet includes ants and 
termites and 1-5 eggs are produccd al a time. 

Distribution: Thailand . the Malay Peninsula. including 
Singapore. Sumatra. the Mentawai and Riau Archipelagos. Borneo 
and Palawan. 
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Family AGAMIDAE 

GOIwceplwhu bomellsis (Schlegel, J 848) 
SVL to 136 mm. 

A robust arboreal lizard: nuchal and dorsal crests continuous. 
highly developed in males: dorsun'l bright green with live dark 
bands: sides of head and flanks green ),potted: ~ides of body with 
light oval spots: nuchal and body crest brown and yellow: dew lap 
pale with dark. broken stripes. Inhabits primary rainforests in the 
midhills. Diet comprises ants and spidcrs and a clutch sizc of four 
eggs is known. 

Distribution: Endemic to Borneo. 
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Family AGAMIDAE 

GOll ocep"alus doriae (Peters, 1871) 
$VL to 163 mm. 

A brighliy coloured forest lizard: nuchal crest compo)"cd of 
10\\. (h'crlapping and ~Hghtly crescentic ~cale~: ridge over hC'ld 
distinctly raised: no spine- like scales on cre~t in adult males: 
dor~um grcen . changeable 10 reddish-brown with dark and light 
fled ... : gular sac grey with dark stripe~. Inhabits lowland 
rainfore.o,ts. a mther rare (in Borneo) tree lizard from Kalimant:m: 
body relatively robust nuchal and dorsal cre ... 1 't\ ilh elongated 
loca les: dorsum green. changeable to hro\\n or black. with yellow or 
red spots or venical bars. Lnhabil~ lowland forests as well as 
di sturbed areas: diet comprises insecl~ and lWO eggs arc laid al a 
lime. although mOTe than a clutch may be produced in a year. 

Dislribul ion: 1;l\a. Borneo. Bali. Singkep. Sulawesi. 
Karakelang and Salibabu Archipelagos. 

19 



Family AGAMIDAE 

GOllocepha!us iiogaster 
(Gunther, 1872) 
SVL to 140 mm. 

Another large forest-dwelling 
lizard: nuchal and dorsal crests 
continuous: males brown or green, 
with dark reticulate panern on 
nanks: females with yellow cross­
bars: eye~ of males bright blue. the 
skin surrounding the orbit reddish­
orange: in females, eyes arc brown. 
Inhabits lowland rainforests, and 
also peat swamp forests. Diet 
comprises insects and clutche~ of 
1-4 eggs are produced at a time. 

Distribution: Pcnimular 
Malaysia, Sumatra and Borneo. 
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Fami ly AGAMIDAE 

GOllocephllius mjobergi Smith, 1925 
SVL 88 mill. 

A poorly-known tree lizard from Gunung Murud. Sarawak: 
body robust: supraciliary border not raised: dewlap small. its edge 
feebly serrated and covCfed with small scales: nuchal crest present: 
dO,""al crc~t a small ridge: dorsuJll pale green. changeable to 
bro\\ ni~h ·grc). \\jlh nam)\\ grey reticulate pallem. \\ hich. on 
10\\er flanb. encloses yellow spots. Know" only from montane 
forc~I". Diet presumably comprises in~ects. Breeding habits 
unknown. 

Di~tribution: Endemic 10 Borneo. 
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Family AGAMIDAE 

PllOXOphrys bomeells;s 
Inger, 1960 
SVL to 155 mm. 

A small shrub-dwel ling lizard: 
body short. squat: spine aho\"C eyes 
abse11l: dorsum brown to greyish­
brown, with yellowish-tan bands: 
two dark interorbital bars. the 
anterior narrower: upper lip cream. 
Inhabits montane forests between 
1300-1800 m. Diet presumably 
comprises insccts and two eggs are 
produced at a limc. 

Distribution: Endemi c to 
Borneo (Sarawa k. Sabah and 
Kalimantan). 

22 



Family AGAMIDAE 

PJwxophrys cephalum 
(Mocquard, 1890) 
SV L to R~ mm. 

Another lizard from high 
e levation foresls: body short. 
~qual: ,upr.ldliary spines abseil!: 
nuchal erc,1 (;omprises 7-8 Ihick. 
conical scale,: dor~um pale green. 
wilh dark green or greyish-green 
wavy band~. ,·h:.mgeable to dark 
brown. It inhabits sunmontane and 
montane forests. at clevations 
bct\\ccn 1300-2100 Ill. Of il~ diet 
or n.:produclhe habits. nothing i~ 

on rc(;ord. 
Dbtribution: Endemic to 

Bornco (Sabah). 
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Family AGAM IDAE 

PllOxOphrys Iligrilabris 
(Peters, 1864) 
SVL to 58 mm. 

A shon. squat liz<lrd from shrubs in 
forests in the lowl<lnds: spine <lbove 
eyes absent: nuch<ll crest comprises 
compressed scales: gular sC<lles 
distinctly keeled: dorsum of adult males 
brown with transverse blue bands: 
females and juveniles hrown to olive: 
ventrally. cream. Inhahits lowland 
dipterocarp forests, its diet includes 
insects <lnd other anhropods. 
Reproductive habits unknown. 

Distribution: Borneo. and 
apparently also. Pul<lu Sirhassen. in the 
Natuna Archipelago. 
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Family AGAMIDAE 

Plwxophrys spilliceps 
Smith, J925 
S VI. to 60.3 mm. 

A montane li.l(lrd from 
~hrubs. known onl} from 
Gunung Murud in Sarawak: 
hody short. squat: enltlrged 
~pine above eyes: gul:.lT ~calcs 
keeled: dorsum greeni,h-grcy 
with brown patches. change­
able 10 hrown ..... ith thin. pale lran),\l~rse lines meeting at venebral 
region. Inhahils high altitudes of north·central Sarawak. and 
adjacent region;. of southern Sahah. in nonhern Borneo. Diet 
pn.:~umably comprise) arthropods and IwO eggs are produced at a 
time. 

Di,tribution: Endemic 10 Borneo. 
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Family EUBLEPHARIDAE 

Aeluroscaiab(}te!t· felilllls 
(Gunther, IS64) 
SVL to 122 mm. 

A brightly-coloured forcst ­
dwelling lizard: body slender; 
eyelids fleshy: tail rounded and 
capable of being curled laterally; 
dorsum reddish-brown. with 
white spots and vertebral stripe 
on hody and tail. Inhabits low­

land rainforests and peat swamp forests up to about 800 m: diet 
comprises arthropods and one to two elongate eggs with parchment 
shells are produced. 

Distribution: Peninsular Thailand. the Malay Peninsula. 
Sumatra. Borneo. 

26 



Family GEKKONIDAE 

Cliemaspis kelldallij 
(Gray, 1845) 
SVL to 80 mm. 

A forest-dwelling. day­
active gecko: body ~kndcr: 

clnthal ridge dCH;lopcd: lail with 
a median row of poinled scales 
below: dor~um pale brown. with 
dark brown oblong spots forming 
seven interrupted bands. Inhabits lowland forests and peat swamps, 
its diet ineludes ants. earthworms. beetles and millipedes. Two eggs 
are produced at a time. 

Distribution: TIle Malay Peninsula. including Pulau Tioman. 
tbe Riau and Natuna Archipelagos and north-western Borneo. 
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Fami ly GEKKON IDAE 

Cllemaspis Iligridia (Smith, 1925) 
SVL to 69.8 Inln. 

A rock-dwelling gecko. from GUllullg Gading and the adjaceUl 
hilb. of western Sar.lwak: body robust: canthal ridge developed: tail 
without a median row of pointed scales below: dorsum bro .... ni~h­
olive. with black blotchc,. Inhabits granite ami limestone hill:. of 
wc~tcrn Sarawak. Diet comprises spiders and presumably other 
anhropods. Two eggs are produced at a time. 

Di~[ributioll: Endemic to north-western Borneo and NalUna 
Js,land. 
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Famil y GEKKONlDAE 

Cosymbotlls craspec/otll .'\ (Mocqu<lrd, 1890) 
SVL to 61 nun. 

A gliding ged..n fmm lowland rainforests: bod) slender: hody 
and tail depressed: dOl"'um with scattered tubercles: !-okin frill~ on 
s ide~ of IxxJy. tail. sides of throat and along IrLteral edge .. of limb~: 
digit, nearly fully webbed: dorsal surface grqi .. h-hrown. with two 
row, of dark, rectangular spots. Inhabib trcc~ in rainfore\ts and is 
in,ccti\'orous. Its reproductive habits arc un~nown. 

Di,trihution: Peninsular lllailand. the Malay Penin,ula and 
Bomeo. and probahly :ll~o. J :I\':I. 
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Family GE KKON[ DAE 

Cosymbotus platyurus (Schneider, 1792) 
SVL to 69 mm. 

A familiar house gecko: body ~lendcr: a fringe of skin on sides 
of body and back of hind [imb~: tail nattcncd. with a serrated 
margin: body depressed. smooth. with tiny granules: dorsum light 
grey. with a dark grey streak betw€en eye and shoulder. A human 
commensal. abundant in {Owns and cities. but also known from 
forests. Diet comprises spiders <lnd <lnts. Two eggs are produced at 

a time. several clutches being laid every year. 
Distribution: Eastern India. Nepal. Andaman and Nieohar 

bJands. Sri Lanka. southern China. and all of south-east Asia to 
Sulawesi and the Philippines: introduced into Papua New Guinea. 
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Family GEKKONIDAE 

Cyrt()dactylll.~ baillellsi.~ (Mocquard, 1890) 
SVL to 86 mm. 

A tfee gecko from nOl1hern Borneo: txxly ~Iender: preanal 
groove absent: dorsum brown to yellowish-brown with irregular 
dark spots that may form dark cross-bars: head with dark brown 
lateral band from snout-tip to nape: limbs and tail dark-banded. 
Inhabits dipterocarp rainforests to montane oak forests. between 
150-2500 m. Diet comprises insects and other arthropods and two 
eggs are produced at a time. 

Distribution: Endemic to northern Horneo. 
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Family GEKKONIDAE 

Cyrtodactylus cavemicolus Inger & King, 1961 
SV L to 80.8 mm. 

A gecko from limestone regions of Niah and Mulu. in 
Sarawak: body slender: preanal grooves containing two pair~ of 
pores: dorsal surface covered with.small. granular scales: dorsum 
brown. with dark-edged brown cross-bars. changeable to brown­
black: a dark stripe from comer of eyes to nape. Inhabits caves and 
forests of nonhern Sarawak: dict comprises Ilattened caye 
cockroaches and moths that dwell in guano. Reproductive habits 
unknown. 

Distribution: Endemic to nonhern Borneo. 
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Family GEKKO NIDAE 

Cyrtodactyills cOllsobrillus (Peters, 1871) 
SVL 10 125 mm. 

A large. fore~t gecko: body robu~t: dor~um with scattered 
tubereulatc scales: forehead with pale narrow network of 
reticulations: dorsum dark chocolate brown with 4- 8 wh ite or 
yellow transverse bands. Inhabits lowland dipterocarp forests up 10 
1100 m, and also caves: diet compnses insects. Two eggs are 
produced several times a year. 

Distribution: The Malay Peninsula. Sumat ra. Sinker and 
Borneo. 

33 



Fami ly GEKKONIDAE 

Cyrtodactylus ingeri Hikida, 1990 
SVL to gO.2 nun. 

A forest gecko from northern and north -western Bomco: body 
slender: dorsum with large. tuberculate scales: dorsum grey or light 
yellow·browll. with 5--6 dark brown bands. that may he hrokcn up 
to foml paravcrlchral hlotchcs: a dark stripe from posterior cdge of 
eye to insertion of fOfeanll. In habib riparian forests, between 
500-800 Ill . ib diet presumahly compri~cs arthropods and two eggs 
arc produced at a time. 

Distrihulion: Endemic to Bornco (Sabah and Brunei 
Darussalam). 
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Fumily GEKKON IDAE 

Cyrlodaclyills matsuii 
Hikida, 1990 
SVL 10 105 n1l11. 

A mOnl;tnc gecko from 
Sabah: hoJy ~tout: dorsum 
yellowi~h-hrown or pale 
brown. with irregular dark 
cross-bar): forehead with !".mall dark ~pot~: dark band on 
interorbital region joining pO~lcrior edge of eye~. Inhabit), forest s al 
ele\ations between 900-1600 Ill. Its diet cornpri~), in!".ects and 
other arthropods. Nothing i)' on record of it-- rcpmducti\e habits. 

Distribution: Endemic to northern Borneo (Sabah). 
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Family GEKKONlDAE 

Cyrtodactylus pubislIlcllS 
Inger, 1957 
SVL 10 77 mm. 

A common lowland gecko 
fro m Bornco: body ~lcnder: 

prcanal groovc prc~cnl: dor~lIm 
grey. dark markings on dorsal 

surface arranged in the form of cross-bars or blotches. sometimc~ 
arranged in a longillldinal series. Inhabits lowland rainforests and 
peat swamps: its diet comprises insects such as cockroaches and 
two eggs are produced at a time. 

Distribution: Endemic to Borneo (Sarawak and Brunei 
Daru~salam). 
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Farnily GEKKONTDAE 

Cyrtodactylus quadrivirgatus Taylor, 1962 
SVL to 71 mm. 

A lowland gecko from north-western Borneo: body slender: 
dorsal tubercles arranged in regular longitudinal row~: dorsum grey 
or dark brown, with four black longitudinal lines. ~eparatcd by 
lighter areas: no continuous black band joining the eyes. l nhahit~ 

primary and secondary fore~ts. its diet comprises arth ropods. Two 
eggs are produced at a time. 

Dist ribution: Southern Thailand. the Malay Pcnin~ula . 

northern Sumatra. the Mcntawai Archipelago and north-wcqcrn 
Borneo. 



Family GEKKON IDAE 

Cyrtodactylus yoshii 
Hikida, 1990 
SVL to 96 mm. 

A lowland gecko from Sabah: 
hody rohust. suhdigital lamel lae 
not enlarged: dorsum grey. with 

n five dark V-shaped cross-bars on 
~ body: a dark brown V-shaped 
, . d 
:> stnpe on nape: an venter 

unpattemcd. pale brown: its diet presumably comprises large 
insects and reproductive habits unknown. 

Distrihution: Endemic 10 nonhern Borneo. 
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Famil y GE KKON IDAE 

GelJyra mlltilala (Wiegmann, 1834) 
SVL 10 64 mm. 

A common house gecko. with a delicate skin: body slender: 
head relatively large and oval: dorsum pale grey. usually with a 
paler vertehral area. with dark and light spot~. Inhahits both human 
habitations and primary forests. its diet comprises in~ects and 
isopods and one to two eggs arc produced at a time. 

Distribution: Mainland India. Andaman and Nit:Obar. Sri 
Lanka: to south-east Asia. cast to New Guinea and the Philippines. 
Introduced into Mauritius. Seychelles. Madagascar. Mexico. Cuba 
and Hawai·i. 
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Family GEKKONlDAE 

Gekko gecko 
Linnacus, 1758 
SVL to 176 mm. 

A noisy tree gecko 
from islands to the nonh of 
Borneo: body robust: head 
relatively large: dorsum 
slaty grey to bluish-grey. 
with red or orange spots. 
Mostly restricted to 

offshore islands. such as those north ·of Sabah: diet includes moths. 
grasshoppers. heetles, spiders. other geckos. small mice and 
snakes: and 1- 2 eggs are laid in tree holes. 

Di~trihution: Eastern India. Nepal. Bangladesh. east to 
southern China and ~outh-east Asia. to the Philippines: introduced 
into Florida and Hawai·i . Martinique in the West Indies, and 
Madagascar. 
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Family GE KKONIDAE 

Gekko mOllarchus (Dumeril & Bibron, 1836) 
SV L to 102 mm, 

A large, rough house gecko: body robust and tuberculate: 
dorsum greyish-brown. with dark brown blotches arranged in 7-9 
pairs: inhabits both buildings and forest cdgcs up to 1500 m and 
diet comprises insects and other in\'ertebrate~. Two arc produced al 
a time. 

Distribution: Southern Thailand, lhe Malay Peninsula . 
Sumatra. the Mentawai Archipelagu, Pulau Simculue. Borneo. 
Java, Maluku and the Philippines . . , 



Fa mily GE KKONIDAE 

GekktJ smithi; 
(Gray, 1842) 
SVL to I flO mill. 

A lar~c forest ~cdo. 

"hose hark ing call is 
distinctive; body rohu .. t: 
dorsum greyi .. h-brown. "ith 
a tran~\'erse seric~ of white 
spot .. , inhabi ts forested 
habitah in the 10\\ lands as 

well as the midhill ... its diet compri~s insect .. , .. uch as gr.J~ .. hoppers 
and t\\O egg .. arc laid at a time. 

Di~lrlbu' ion; The Nicobar Islands, ~olllhcrn Thail :.md. the 
Malay Penin~tlJa. Sumatra, Borneo. Pulall Nia~ and Java. 



Family GEKKONIDAE 

Hemidactylils brookii Gray, 1845 
SVL to 63 mm. 

A gecko from disturbed habitats. and the Bornean population 
probably the result of unsuccessful human introduction: body 
robust. flattened; with rows of tubercles: tail with spiny tubercles; 
dorsum dark brown to light grey: dark spotted: two dark lines along 
nostrils and cyes. Inhabits parks. gardens. hOll~es . as well as 
forests; dict comprises small insects and two eggs arc produced at 
a time. 

Distribution: Tropical Africa to southem China and south-east 
Asia. 
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Family GEKKON IDAE 

Hemidactyills frella/lis Dumeril & Bihron, 1836 
SVL \0 67 mm. 

A common house ge('ko from \Owns and cities in Borneo. 
Body slender. depressed: dorsal scales smooth: dorsum yellowish­
brown to almost black. with darker markings: a light-edged brown 
~t reak along sides of head. Inhabits .man-made structures as well as 
forested areas. its diet includes insects and spiders and two eggs arc 
produced at a time. 

Distribution: Widespread from India, Sri Lanka. southel11 
China. to sOUlh-east Asia and introduced into Central and South 
America. rvladagascar. eastern and ~outhern Africa. Mauritiu~ . New 
Guinea. Polynesia and Australia. 
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Family GEKKON IDAE 

Hemidactylw; garnotii Dumeril & Bihron, 1836 
SVL 10 65 mm. 

An all-female parthenogenetic spede,. mre in Borneo: body 
slender and depressed: lail slender. depre"ed. with denticulate 
I~teral edges dorsum bro\\ni~h -grC}. ,omctimes marbled "jth 
bro\\n. Inhabits primar} fore~h and huildings. ils diet presumabl} 
con,j'h of on insecl~ and other anhropods. and 1"'0 egg~ arc 
produced at a lime. 

DistribUlion: Eastern India, soulhern China. east through 
--nul h-cast Asia 10 the South Pacific. Solomons, Fiji and Tahiti : 
imroduced inlo Rorida and 1I:1",ai'i. 
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Family GEKKON IDAE 

Hemiphyllodactylus 
tyPllS Blecker, 1860 
SVL to 47 nun. 

A worm-like. trec­
dwelling gecko: body 
slender and deprc~~ed: 

limbs reduced: t:dl 
slender. prehemilc. dor­
sum bmwn: a dark brown 

stripe from nostril to shoulder: a lig!}t V-sh;lpcd mark at base of tail. 
Inhabits lowland forests and mangro\c~: diet comprises small 
insects. An al1-fern<lle species. pnxlucing two eggs without mating. 

Di~lribulion; Mauritius. Nicobar Isl<lnds. Sri Lanka. Myanmar. 
China. cast through south-ea~t Asia to New Guinea, Solomon 
Islands. New Caledonia, Polynesia, Hawai'i and the Mascarene 
hland~. 
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Family GEKKON IDA E 

Lepidodactylus lugubris (Dumeril & Bibron, 1836) 
SVL to 49 mm. 

Another all-female species of tree lizard. rare in Borneo: body 
slender. with a wide tail: dorsum cinnamon or greyish-brown. with 
darker necks; a dark stripe along face: cross-bars on body. Inhabits 
lowland forests and mangroves. its diet includes insects. although 
nectar and plant juice arc aho lapped up: one or tv.'o eggs arc 
produced without mating. 

Distribution: Maldives, Andaman and Nicobar hland~. Sri 
Lanka. southern China, east through sOUlh-east Asia to New 
Guinea. and the South Pacific: introduced into Panama. Ecuador. 
Galapagos Islands and Central America. 
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Family GEKKON IDAE 

Lepidodactyilis rallallellsis Ota & Hikida, 1988 
SVL to 47.7 Illill. 

A house gecko from the hills ofnorthcm Romeo: body slender, 
with a wide tail: dorsum greyish-brown: a pair of dark triangular 
markings on side of tail hase. Only known from walls of buildings, 
its diet presumably comprises insects and two eggs are produced at 
a time. 

Distribution: Endemic to Borneo (Sahah). 
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Family GEKKONIDAE 

Luperosaurus browui Russell, 1979 
S VL to 66.5 mm. 

A trec~dwelling gcd.,o: hody slender: digits half-wehhcd: ~kin 
fold" present on limb~: tail depressed \\ilh lateral ~pi ne~: dorsulll 
light grey, with mi nute black spots on head, hody and limbs. 
Inhahits lowland rain forc~ts and diet presu mahly cOlllpri~e' 'mall 
insccb. Two eggs arc !,!l ucd to leaves. 

Distribution: The Malay Pen in~u la and nOl1hcm and central 
Borneo. 
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Family GEKKONlDAE 

PtycllOZOOIl IIOTsfieldii 
(Gray, 1827) 
SVL to 80 mm. 

A parachuting gecko from the 
lowlands: hody robust: dorsal tubercles 
absent: tailloOc size reduction to tail tip 
gradual: 21-22 denticulate tail lobes: 
dark circular nuchal spots and four 
transverse dark bands on trunk present. 
Inhabits towland rainforests as well as 
man-made stmctures. its diet presum­
ably comprises small insects and two 
eggs are attached to branches. 

Distribution: Myanmar, Thailand, 
the Malay Peninsula, Sumatra and 
Borneo. 
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Famil y GEKKON1DAE 

PtYCltOZOOfl kuM; 

Stcjnegcr, 1902 
SVL (0107.8 rnm. 

Another parachuting gcd.o 
from (he lowlands: hl:xJy mou,,(: 
lail tip ending in a broad nap: 
dorsum grey or reddish-bro\\n 
\\ ilh -1-5 wavy dark brown 
transverse bands. I nhabil~ large 
tr~s in lowland forest\ and 
occasionally. enters wall\ of 
houses. its diet includc~ 

arthropod~. including grasshop­
pcr~ and t\~O eggs are glued to 
tree trun]..., and branches. 

Di'lribution: Southern 
Thailand. the Malay Penin<;ula. 
Sum:llr<l. the Mentawai 
Archipelago. Ja\'a and Horneo. 



Family LACERTIDAE 

Takydrolllll s sexlillealus 
Daudin, 1802 
SVL 10 61 mm. 

A long-tailed linrd from 
grasslands: body \Iender: head 
long: dorsal ~urfaee with large. 
s111ooth. plate-like scales: tail 
bt'lween 3-5 times as long a.'. 

body: dorsum brown or olivc­
brown. with a green ~ Iripe from eye)' to base of tail. I nhabi l ~ 

grassland~ and Jllan.hc~, it feeds on in)'ccts and millipcdc~ and 
clutchcs of 2-3. eggs arc produced at a time. 

Distribution: North-eastern India. Myanmar. Thailand , 
Vietnam. southern and ca~tcrn China. Bomco. Sumatra. Java. 
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Family LANTHANOTlDAE 

umthanotlls borneellsis Steindachner, 1877 
SVL to 200 mOl. 

An enigmatic lizard. endemic to Borneo. whose closest 
rdative arc the moni tor )izard~: body ~Jcnder. elongate and 
cylindrical. with ~hon limbs: head blunt: dor~um unpalterned 
brownish-orange. or with a dark vertebral stripe. Inhabits lowlands 
near streams, and also agricultural lands. diet comprises 
earthworms and crustaceans and 2-5 eggs arc produced at a time. 

Distrihution: Known only from isolated localities in Sarawak 
and Kalimantan. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Apterygodoll vittatus Edeling, 1864 
SVL t096 mm. 

A familiar tree skink in the lowlands: body robust: dorsals 
keeled: head and anterior of hody black: rest of dorsum brownish­
grey: with dark and light spots: a light cream or yellow ~tripe from 
snout-tip 10 back of head: a pale stripe from above eyes to along 
body. Inhabits lowland rainforests as well a~ parb and gardens: 
diel is primarily ants. also eaten are other small insects: and 2-4 
eggs arc produced at a time. 

Distrihution: Endemic to Borneo. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Dasia grisea (Gray, 1845) 
SVL to 130 mm. 

A dark coloured tree skink 
from closed canopy fore~t~: body 
slender: three ~trong kccl~ on 
dor~al scales: d()f~um light or 
dark brown with 8- 1~ narrow 
dark rings. l nhabit~ lowland 
dipterocarp forests and feeds on 
ants. termites. beetles. snails. as 
well as fmit s: clutches of 2--6 
eggs are produced. 

Distribution: Malay Penin­
sula. Borneo. Sumatra and the 
Philippines. 
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Fa mi ly SClNClDAE 

Das;a ol;vacea 
Gray, 1839 
SVL 10 115 mm. 

Another tree skink. 
this one inhabits open 
forests: body robust: 3- 5 
weak. keels 011 dorsal 
),calc~: dor~lIm olive 10 
grceni~h - brO\\ n. Inhabits 
foresh in the lowlands. up 

to 1.200 m: diet comprises bees . beetles, ants <lnd flie ... and other 
arthropods: and 6-1-l eggs are laid. 

Distribution: Myanmar. Thailand. Cambodia. Peninsular 
Malaysia. Singapore. Sumatra. Borneo. Ja\·a. Natuna and Nicobar 
Islands. 
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Family SCiNCIDAE 

Emoia atroc(}stata (Lesson, 1830) 
SVL to 97.5 mm. 

A common beach~ and mangrove foreS( lilard: bod) \lcndcr: 
lilllb~ and wil well de\cloped: dorsum grcyi~h-oli\(;. ncckccl \\ 'It11 
dark brownish-gn!): inhabih coastal region\. including both ~andy 
and rocky beaches: diet comprises small crab,. termite,. Ii\he~ and 
other lizards: and 1-3 egg\ are produced at a time. 

Di\trihution: Malay Penin~ula. Sumatra. Borneo. Ja\'a. east to 
the Philippine~ . l\ew Guinea. the Solomons and northern Australia. 
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Fami ly SCINCIDAE 

Emoia caeruieoc(lIIlia (Dc Vis, 1892) 
SVL to 50.9 min . 

A sea-shore dv.elling lilard wilh a blue 1:liI: bod} robu!>t: ,nOUI 
'hort. lapering: dorsal ~urfa.:c of bod} with a d:lrk \enebral .. tripe 
in malc~. )ello\\ in female ... and undersurface of lail blue: diurnal 
and I crrc~trial; (WO egg~ are produced at a time ;.md h:llchling' 
tl1ea~ure 22A mm in SVL. 

Distribution: Islands (0 (he ea~t of Sabah: al .. o. Sulawesi. New 
Guinea. ea~ 1 to Fiji and the Solomon Islands. 



Family SC INCIDAE 

L(ll1lprolepi.~ vyneri (Shclford. 1905) 
SVL to M !TIm. 

A tfee-dwelling lizard kno\\ n onl) from two localities frolllthe 
10\\ hill .. of central Sara\~ak; body .. lender: snout obtusely pointed: 
body scale~ smooth: dor,um oli\e-gre). some ~caks edged \\ith 
black. forming four longitudinal stripes. Ilanb \\ ith black-edged 
brown scalc~: inhabit, the midhills; nothing is "nm\ n of it~ diet or 
rcprodUC11\C habit;,. 

Distribution: Endemic to Borneo. 
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Family SClNClDAE 

Lipillia undescribed species 
SVL to 40.6 mm. 

An undescribed species of skink, previously identified as a 
species from the Philippines: body' slender: snout acute: external 
ea[" opening abselll: dorsum tan hrown with a ~eries of dark grey­
brown stripes: paired paravertebral stripe~ from behind eye to tail 
tip: paired dorsal stripes from temporals to inguinal region. Kno\>. n 
from isolated lowland localities in Borneo, its diet remain 
unknown. and two eggs are produced at a time. 

Distribution: Endemic to Borneo. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Lipillia IIi/ellS (Peters, 1871) 
SVL to 33,6 mm. 

A poorly-known. terrestrial skink restricted to north·\\c~tern 
Borneo: body slender: snout pointed: dorsal and lateral seale~ 

~mooth: external car opening absent: dor~um ycllo\\i.,h-green: 
sides spotted with black and green: pale yellow \Trtebml snipe. 
with jagged edged black lines. Inhabits lowland fo re~l.\ and diet 
includes anb. Its reproductive habits remain unknown. 

Distribution: Isolated localities in we~tern Samwak. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Lipillia vittigera (Boulcnger, 1894) 
SVL to 42 nun. 

A common but rarely seen tre~-d\\ellillg slUnk: body ~Iender: 
snout elongated: car opening small: dor-,lIm brownish-black. with a 
bright yellow vcrtebral ~lripe. commencing from snout-til'_ Inhabit, 
lowland forests: its diet comprises small insects and clutches of 1---4 
egg, are laid at a time. 

lJistribution: Southern .\1yanmar. Thailand. Laos. Malay 
Peninsul<l. Mentawai Archipelago. Sumatra <lnd Borneo. 
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Famil y SCINCIDAE 

Lygosoma bowringii 
(Giinther, 1864) 
SV I. to Sg mm. 

A common. gardcn 
skink. frequemly ~ccn III 

urb,lll areas: body ~kndcr. 

e longate: head ~carcc1y 

distincl from neck.: limb~ 

reduced: dorsum brontc 
brown: with dark sidcs. \-1ore abundant in disturbed arca, than in 
forests: its diet comprise~ sm<lll insecb and c1utchc~ of 2--4 cgg~ are 
produced at a time. 

Dislribution: Myanmar. Andaman J~lands. Thailand. the Mala) 
Peninsula. Borneo. Ja\·<I. Sulal,\esi. possibly Sunwtm. Viclnall1. 
Cambodia. Laos and the Sulu Archipelago of the southern 
Philippines: introduced into the Christma~ Island . Indian Ocean. 



Family SClNClOAE 

Mohilya illdeprensa Brown & Alcala, 1980 
SVL to 67 mm. 

A tCTTCMrial skink from open forests and othcr di~lurbed areas: 
bod} mbust: dorsal scale, \\ ilh Ihree; keels: dOf'oUin brownish-tan 10 

light brown. typicall) \\ ith 1-t longitudinal rows of small dark 
brown blotche~: throat greyish-bluc. Inhabit\ lowland fore~ls. and 
often fou nd in the vicinity of human ~eltlcmems: diet pre~llmahJy 
comprises insects: reproductive habits unknown. 

Distribution: The Philippine~ and Sabah in north-ca~tem 

Borneo. 



Family SCiNCIDAE 

Mabu)'a 1Il1ilrifasciara (Kuhl , 1820) 
SVL to 137 mm. 

A familiar terrestrial ~ link. widespread in Borneo: body 
robust: dor~al scales \'ith lhree. rarely li\c. leek dor~urn hrOT17e 
brown. \\ ith an orangc or reddi~h-orangc lmeral band. Inhabit , 
disturbed habitats. including forest clearing'. it, diet j, primaril} 
in~ect i\ ()rous. including cockroaches. i'op(l(h. 'pider,: ~maller 

lilaI'd,: o\'o\·i\iparou~. gidng birth to 1- 10 Ih e young. 
Dh.tribution: Throughout Borneo. the di<;tribulioll extend~ 

from ,outhem China and nOr1h-ea~lem India. through Indo-China 
and the Malay Penin<,uia to (he Grealer and Les~er Sundas ::Ind 
Philippines. Record, from :'\Ie\\, Guinea may be through human 
introductions. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Mabuya rudi.~ Boulenger, 1887 
SVL to 120 mill. 

A small terrestrial forest skin!.... \1 ith a rough forehead: body 
rohust: forehead scales at posterior rugo~e: dor~al scales with three 
wong keels: dorsum olive -brown. \1 ith a light-edged dark brown 
line on the side: throat of adult lllaJe~ crimson, Inhabits foresls in 
the lowland~ and midhill\ up 10 ele\'ation of about 1.300 m: its diet 
includes gra~shoppcrs. cockroaches. moths . nies and isopod~: and 
clutches of 2---4 eggs laid. 

Di stribution: Sumatra. Mentawai Archipelago. Borneo. 
Nicobar hlalld~. the Sul<l Archipelago. Sulawesi and Sulu 
Archipelago. 

00 



Family SCINCIDAE 

Mabuya rugifera (Stoliczka, 1870) 
SVL [0 65 mm. 

An semi -arboreal skink from the lowlands: bod) robust: dorsal 
sC;.tk~ with tl\"e. rarely seyen. distinct keels: dor~LlIll blackish­
bnmn. with 5- 7 greenish-cream longitudinal stripe'. sometinlCS 
broken up to form spots. Inhabits forests in the midhill,: did 
cumprises insects. Reproductin-: habib unknown. 

Distribution: Southern Thailand. l'\icob;.tr l ~hlnds. \ \ala) 

Peninsula. Sumatra. Borneo. Ja\a and Rali. 
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Famil y SCINCIDAE 

Spllello11lorplm.'I aesculeticola luger, Tan, Lakim & 
Yamhun, 2002 
SVL to 42 mm. 

A small [crrestriallfos"orial skink with reduced limbs: body 
slender: dorsum brown . with many.scales d:lrk spotled. forming a 
~cries of dark lines or checkered pattern: a dark lateral band. 
Inhabits montane regions of northern Borneo. Diet presumahly 
comprises "mall insceh and their larvae. and [\\0 eggs are pnxhleed 
at a time. 

Distribution: Restricted to Mount Kinabalu and adjacent 
mountains. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Spizellomorpizus cyalloiaemlls Inger & Hosmer, 1965 
SVL to 60 mm. 

A hlue-throated ground ~kink that can also climb Ir..:..:s: body 
slender: limbs relatiwly long: dorsum bronze- or olin::-brol\l1. ,,-ith 
two rows of dark spots: dark dorsolateral stripe. Inhabits 100dalld 
I'orc\ts. its diet presumably comprises insects: two cgg~ are 
produced at a time. and may be deposited in ant heap~. 

Distrihution: Malay Peni nsula. Sumatra and Borneo. 

69 



Fam ily SCINCLDAE 

Sphellomorplllls haasi Inger & Hosmer, 1965 
SVL 10 57 mm. 

A ~maJi: tern;~trial skink from wc;,tem Sarawak: txxIy slender; 
ear opening lacking lobules; dorsum greyish-brown. with pale olive 
blotches. pale hlue sclera of eye: dark dorsolateral band ahsent. 
Inhahits lowland forests of north-western 130rneo. its diet 
presumably cOll1prisc~ small arthropods. Reproducti\(.: habits 
unknown. 

Distribution: Endemic 10 Borneo. 

7" 



Family SC INCIDA E 

Spliellomorplllls killaballl elisis (Bartlett , 1895) 
SVL to 58 mm. 

A montane ~t..int.. found commonly in vunung Kinabalu: bod~ 
,lender: dor~lIm light to dark bro\\·n. with severaiiongilUdi nal rO\\ s 
of dark brown to yello\\" spots and occasionall) also. dark hro\\11 
'pecklcs; a black dorsolateral stripe with small) dio\\"i,h Ikcb. 
Inhabit~ a l t i lUde~ between 1.600-2.200 m: its diet comprises 
insecb and [- 2 eggs are produced. sometimes \\'ithin ani nc~ts. 

Di~tribution: Restricted to nonhern Borneo. 
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Family SCINC IDAE 

Sphellomorplllls multisquamatus Inger, 1958 
SVL to 68.5 mIll. 

A large. terrestrial skink. widespread in western Borneo: body 
robu~t: dorsum dark greyish-brown. with 2-4 row~ of squarish 
black spots. with or without dark dorsolateral bands. Inhabit~ 
lowland rainforests, its diet comprises small insects. Nothing is 
known of its reproductive biology. 

Distribution: Endemic to Borneo. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Sphel1011l0rp/lIIs murudellsis Smith, 1925 
SV L to 49.3 mm. 

A montane skink from thc Gunung Murud massif in Sarawak: 
bod) ~Iender: snout rounded: lower eyelid scaly: dorsum dark 
bro\\ n. with black ~pol\: a dark band on the sides. Inhabits summits 
at altitudes of ovcr 1500--2400 111. Diet remain unknown. and t\\O 
eggs are produced at a time. 

Di~tribution: Endcmic to Gunung Murud. in north-western 
Borneo. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Tropidophorus beccarii Peters, 1871 
SVL 10 98 mill. 

A smooth-scales water ~kink from the 10\\ hill s of Bomeo: 
hody robust in adults. slender in ju\'enile~: ~cales smooth atlca~t in 
adults: dorsum dark brown or reddish-hrown. with dark hrown 
blotche~ and cross-bars. Inhabits rocky streams within diptcrocarp 
forests and diet comprises water inscch. OvO\iviparous. giving 
binh to four live young. 

Distribution; Endemic to Borneo. 

7. 



Family SCINCIDAE 

Tropidophorlls brooke; (Gray, 1845) 
SVL to 101 mill. 

The commonest Bornean water skink: body robust in adults. 
slender in juvcniles: dorsum dark brown with darker spob and 
blotches that lllay form transverse bands: a black spot on ~idc~ of 
ncck: Ilanks with dark and white spots. Inhabib rod,y streams in 
lowland diptcrocarp forests. diet presumably aquatic anhropod" 
and 1- 5 live young ones are produced at a tilllc. 

Distribution: Endemic to Borneo. 
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Family SCINCIDAE 

Tropid()phorus microplls van Lidth de Jeude, 1905 
SVL to -lO nun. 

A poorly-known water stink from centml and nonhero 
Borneo: body slender: -.cales on forehead di\tinclly striated; 
dOf',Ulll dark brown. with a black spot on sides of neck: and venter 
cream. with irregular dark spots. Inhabits rocky streams within 
lowland forests. Diet remains unknown. and likely 10 be aquatic 
arthropods and three live young ones are produced at a time. 

Di\tribution: Endemic 10 Bornco. 
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Family SCINClDAE 

TropidopJlOfllS l1Iocquardii Bouienger, 1894 
SVI. to 95 mm. 

A high-elcvation \\:Ilcr skink. from northern Bornco: bod) 
slcnder: forehcad scalcs ~mooth: dorsum brown. \\ith dark 
transversc hand~; flanks with \\ hite SpOls: and vcnter Cf.::am. 
Inhabib the midhilb of Mount Kinabalu. Its diet and reproductive 
habits remain unstudied. 

Distribution: Endemic to northern Borneo. 
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Family SCi NCIDAE 

TropidopllOflIS perplexus Barbour, 1921 
SVL Lo 73 mm. 

A poorly-known waLer skink from the interior of Sarawak and 
souLhern Sabah: body slender: scales on forehead rugose: dorsum 
rieh brown. with paler narrow eross-bar~: and venIer yellow. 
Inhahits slow-tlo\\ ing streams of northern and central-northern 
Borneo. Die! unknown and presumably aquatic arthropods. 
Rcproductive habits unknown. 

Di stribution: Endemic 10 north-central Borneo. 



Family VA RANIDAE 

VarallllS rudiCOlliS~G:ra:J~"~18~4:5~~;~~~:;;~ 
SVL to IAn m. 

A rough -necked tree monitor: 
hody "Iender: snout rel<ltively long: 
nuchal scale~ strongly keeled; dor~um 
almost hlack in adults. with yellow 
tinge on neck and foreparts of body in 
ju\·cniles. Inhabits 10\\ land rorc~b. ib 
diet comprises ants. tennite~. stick 
insects. cockroache~. gn!~shoppcrs. 

"piders. scorpiom. and also. small 
mammals. frogs . fi~he\ and crabs. and 
het ween 13- 14 cggs are produced. 

Distribution: Southern Myanmar. 
Thailand. the Malay Peninsula. 
Sumatra. Pulau Bangka. Horneo and 
probably the Phi lippincs. 
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Family VA RANIDAE 

VarallllS mlvator (Laurenti, 1768) 
SVL to 3 m. 

A large monitor, commonly scen near waterbodies: body 
robu~t in adults . slcnder in jU\enilcs: snout depressed: juveniles 
dark dorsaJly wilh. yellow spots. Inhabits many habitat conditions, 
both natural and man-made. and frequently seen in urban settings: 
diet comprises any animal matter. including carrion: between 5- 30 
eggs are produced. 

Distribution: Sri Lanka and India, southern China, east through 
south-cast Asia up to the Lesser Sundas and tlte Philippines. 
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