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Acanth o dacty lus erytltruru.r (ScHINz, 1833)

Common names: Common Fringe-fingered Lizard (E), Acan-

thodactyle commun (F), Lagartija colirroja (S).

Range: Iberian Peninsula, Morocco and Algeria.

Distribution in Morocco: Very common in the past (at the end

of rhe zo'h century) north and west of the Atlas Mountains and

in these mountains. Nowadays, in the face of continued land

cover change, it tends to disappear from numerous regions of
Oriental Morocco. South of the Atlas, only known from a few

localities (Sidi Ifni, the mouth of Oued Noun (= Foum Assaka),

Iebel Sirwa, Ouarzazate region and Jebel Saghro). The southern-

n.rost locality at Foum Assaka, disconnected from the rest of the

species' range, is disputed and needs confirmation.

Altitude: o-z,too m.

Identification: Medium-sized lizard, SVL up to 8 cm (r7 cm in-

cluding the tail) characterised by the combination of two supra-

oculars, ten longitudinal rows of ventral plates, dorsal scales not

enlarged, six whitish lines along the body usually without ocelli

on these lines, and tail vermillion or red in females and juveniles.

Males exhibit yellow, green or blue large ocelli along the flanks.

In Morocco within the Acanthodactylus erythrurus complex, one
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subspecies has been raised to the specific rank (A. lineomaculatus),

and rwo were recognised as subspecies: ,4. e. bellii and A. e. at-

lanticus. Even if these three taxa are easily recognisable, genetic

data point to an extremely complex diversity (see under Remarks),

so that at present it is better to treat them as "morphotypes,"

pending complete genetic and morphological studies.

(r) Morphorype bellii: subocular plate in extensive contact with

the lip, dorsal scales smooth or weakly keeled, usually no scale(s)

Fig. +58: Acanthodactlyus erthrurzs, individual of the morphorype
R. Lsör.l Vtcen-c.
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thc nrorphon'pe "bellii" occlrr in thc Hieh Atlas at high altitLrdcs
'..: nrorpholoqical atrcl getrctic data shorv that thev do not trulv
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the sr.rbocnlar is separated from the lip by a sntall quadr,rtrgular

scale directly below eves. Endemic to Morocco, to the westerll

arrd northenr parts of the Middle Atlas. Acrutthodactylus er-ysf1rr,-

rzrs resembline this nrorphotvpe are also fbund ir-r the plain of
Marrakech, but they are geneticarlly distinct fiom those fiom the

Middle Atlas.
(,t) Morphotype "lineomaculatus:" easilv distinguishable fionr

the other rrvo by its sler-rder proportiotrs, its nrore pointed st'tottt,

the subocr-rl:rr separated from the lip bv the 4'r' illtcl i"' or i"' lrnc'l 6"'

sLrpralabials :ir-rd r.rsually witl-rour the sn-rall sr-rpplen'rerttarv scale

I-ig. 46z: Actrttlrttrltc4'f 115 7'1'-y'7f 1;1rllr-t' clorsrrl asPcct oi rr rl'rrrle tli the

:r,rrphotr'1-rc "bellii." Ketalna, I{il N{oLrrttains' ll ('rxlrz
Fig. 4$: Anurtltodrcl|/11-; (s),7f.1r1ri'rr-i, ntrttinq pair of the nlorphorvpe

I i neomrrcr.rlatus. " C-ap Bedc'lotrz-a. l). (l r-.n;l t z
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tvpical to "atlanticus." Dorsal .scales poir-rtecl and nrore or less

stronslv keeled (dependins on popLrlation), one or trvo sc:tles

between fiontals ar-rd r-rsually betwce n intertrrrsals, trvo ror,r's of
sr-rpraciliary granules along the supraoculars. \(/estern plains of
Morocco (endernic) fron-r Tangier tc'r Essuouirrr, entering inland

to rr maximum of io-Ioo km.

Habitat: AcantlndrrcA,/trs erytflrt,,',,t s.l. is linked to Meclitcrranean

climate and vegetation. Present in ir rvide varien'of habirrrs itr-
clr-rding beaches, s:rndv arerls, shore.s of rvadis, firrests, ste ppes,

extensive cultivations, rocky areas and ntoutrtait-ts.
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Biology: Diurnal species sprcnds nrost tinre baskir-re arouncl bush-

es, moving cluicklv to crr.ptrlre prrev ancl escilpe preclators. L.lsc'

srnall holes in the ground, under stones or br.rshes as refirgia.

Remarks: A species co n-r plex cotrtain i n g Act n t l, o da ct_yt f 11.; / i t t c r, -

ntrtctrltttrs l)uvdnrt- & BIeRoN, r819, A. ar_1,tl,rttrtts dtldtttictr.

Bcrut-Excr,n, t9t8, A. tr_),tftrtrrtrs hrlliiC'nav, r8-15, l. (r.ytf1,'',,',,.

ct'.1rtf1rr,rt,t (Sc:HrNz, r8,li) ancl A. blrtrtciDouunncuE, Igot (Fox-

sEC,\ 1,/ al. zoo9, 'lArran ct al. zot6).
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