
258 Species Accounts

Acanth o dacty lus dumerilii
(Mrr.xn-EDvARDs, r8z9)

Common names: Dumeril's Fringe-fingered Lizard (E), Acantho-

dactyle de Dumdril (F), Larganija de Dum€ril (S).

Range: Sandy areas from Morocco, Algeria, Tunisia, Libya, Mau-

ritania, Senegal and Mali.

Distribution in Morocco:'S7ide but discontinuous distribution
in sandy desert regions south of the Atlas Mountains, with wvo

possibly distinct populations (see Remarls): (r) from Figuig in
the east to the region of Errachidia, Erfoud and Merzouga, in
Mhamid area, and along the Dräa Valley as far as 6z km \fS'W.
AouinetTorkoz (= Aouinet Lahna), 8o km offthe Atlantic coast;

(z) in the Atlantic Sahara inland from the Tindouf area (Algeria)

to the surroundings of Aousserd and the Mauritanian border,

avoiding the coastal Atlantic Sahara. The record in BoNs 6c

GeNIrz (tgg6) at "Togba, 8o km south of Villa Cisneros" (=

Dakhla) and attributed to Bol{s 6c GInor GgZ) seems to be

erroneous.

Altitude: 2oo-9oo m.

Identification: A medium-sizedlizard (reaching 5 cm SVL and

around 14 cm total length). The snout is pointed. Fourth supra-

ocular divided. Dorsal scales diversely small or large and slighdy

to strongly keeled, j8-r, in transverse rows at midbody, 12 or 14

- longitudinal rows of ventral plates according to the populations

(see under Remarla). Sandy-cream colouration with many light
and dark spots in the dorsal area forming a comPlex dark retic-

ulation. Juveniles and some females have a more striped Pattern.
To differentiate it from Acanthodactylus longipes requires experi-

ence (see theAcanthodactylus longipes species account).
Big. 412: Male Acantho dacty lus dumeri lii from the Erg Chebbi.
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Habitat: ()ccurs in habitets rvith s,tnc1 atrd sparse btrsl'res, beirlg

:rpeciallv prevaletrt ilt thc ecises of vast ergs (Erg Chebbi' iv4ha-

rricl cltrnes). In thc larger dltnes, it is repl:rced bi' A. lorryipcsL'tur

:',orh specics ciur be svntopic in n-reclilrm-sized dutres or the pe-

r iphe ry of larse clttnes.

Biology: DiLrrnel species. Spencls nrost time basking,rnd arottttd

i',Lrshes, nroving quicklv to crrpttlre Prer.' at-rcl escapit-t9 Predators.
.'scs snrrrll holes in the satrcl as refugia. It is svmpatric rvitl-r,4.

./)u,qipcs in Er{r Chebbi ut.rc1 the Mhanrid are:r, atrd rvitl'rl. boshi-

. i, t t r s in cln' rvacii or drv claya ancl n'ith,4. rnrlt-tt lrlttts in the etrst-

rnr prrrts of its N4oroccrln rrlltge. S1'ntpatn'u'ith A. dut'ctls has t-tot

'. cr been obscrvec'l, but it is possible in the lor.ver Dräa Valler', irr

:hc Snrara arca atrcl potenriallv be trvee tt Dakhla and Aoltsse rd.

Fig. 454: Autttlrorhcll,ltr.; dtuttct'i1ii, fi'rlale (left) rrnd Inrrle fiotr Figtrie.
(1. N4rnliN t,.1. Db,r. Minrttor

Remarks: Pl'rylosenetic analyses shorv tl-rat l. dunteri/iiand l.
i(rtcgdlcitsis rrre lrot reciprocallv ntonophvletic and branch rvith-

irr a lrrrge clade alst'r r-ncolttfrrlssine l. rtudouitti (Tsvsx at n/.

zor6, LopES ü ///. unpLrbl.). Specinretis n'rorpholoeicallv identi-

fied as A. drrntcrilii frorn \(/estern Sirharir irnd Maurit:rtria belons

to a genetic lineage that irlso includes specirnetrs of A. setrcg,t/arris

fror-r'r soutlrern Mauritaniir and Senegarl (Tiruren ct al. zot6).Irt
frrct,,4. settcgnlcißis seeln.s to be a form adapted to red continental

clunes but also golden dlttres a.lons tl-re coustline fbr exantple it-t

northwestern Setregal,rnd southwestern Mauritanirr. Horvcver,

in coustalrvl-rire cluncs itr Ser-regtrl and Mar.tritatri:r, occLlrs the phe-

notvpe "rlutnerilii." Ir-r the Moroccan Atlantic Sahara, onlt'the
phe rrotvpe "dttnterilii" is knon,tr. Contparativeh', u'itl-r Mhan'ricl

ancl Merzouea populations, tl'ret'htrve lerver dorsal scales atrd otrlv

r: longirr-rdinal rorvs of ventml plates (r4 in N,4orocco, except il'l

the Atlantic Sahara).
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