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ABSTRACT
This study includes a list of reptiles collected from Rumalla desert, south
@F Iraq, with a redescription of snake Eryx jayakari were given.
INTRODUCTION
The reptiles of Iraq have not been very well investigated and mostly
#n in the past from a few faunal lists, such as Hass (1952) and Reed
= marx (1959). The most extensive work was made Kkhalaf (1959).'

During a field trip lasted for eight months to Rumaila desert 80km.,
of Basrah, south of Irag a small collection of reptiles was mode. the
=ction comprised of 209 different specimens which have been studied and
massed throughout the present paper. The trip started on April 1986 arnd
gt=d toward the end of October of the same year. During the Iast month
== trip only one snake representing Malpolon moilensis and two Eremi@

rostris were seen in the area.

The mentiond desert has a very variable wether sometimes temperature
very high followed by a srong dry storm coming from west carrying
: =oft sands from a place to another, after two to three days or a week
k wind changes its direction and becomes eastern cskrying a lot of humidity.

With this severe weather there are scattered low bushes, most parts of
are dry. Most reptiles of that area are active at night er In early
- »=, all the animals at the middle of the daytime when the temperature
an 60 ¢ hide under soft sands or small bushes to avold sun light

stiles were found the most successful animals in such enviroments,
¢ of them can Hve at daytime or at night. All of them are predators
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living on insects, rodents and even somtimes attacking each other, except
Uromasiiz microlepia wich feeds mostly on plants.

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Most of the materials collected in April, May and September were made
at daytime because tempraure was not so high, but during June, July and
August most of the specimens were collected during night time because of
the heat. In a daytime animals were found resting under small bushes or
hiding under soft sands.

Special sticks were used for collecting snakes, ground traps were also |
made by digging in the ground and placing jars with their tops up to ground
level. 8% formaldehyde was used for preseniatlon.‘ The specimens- were kept
in Yrag Natural History Museum (LN.H.M.) under numbers 86-320-z6 to
88-529-z6.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

This list contains 19 species and subspecies of reptiles belonging to nine
families and three orders these are:-
Class : Reptilia
Order : Amphisbaenia
Family: Trogonophidae

Genus : Diplometopon (Nikolsky)
Diplometopon zarudnyi (Nikolsky, 1997)
Material examined : One specimen, No. 418 IL.N.H.M.
Remarks : The measurments of our specimen fits with the description given
by Anderson (1974) and (1979).
Order : Squamata
Sub Order : Sauria
Family : Gekkonidae
Genus : Stenodactulus (Fitzinger)
Stenodactylus slevint (Hass, 1972)
Material examined :- Sixteen, No. 396-411 I.N.-H.H.
Remarks : This gekko is easily recognized by an inverted V" shaped
on the head. Its measurments fits with a discription provided by
~ 1980).
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Stenodactylus doriae (Blanford, 1872) o
Material examined : Three, No. 306-411 LN.ELM.
Family : Agamidae

Genus : Uromastiz (Merrem)
Uromastiz microlepis (Blanford, 1874)

Materlal examined : Four an adult and a juvenile with two skeletons of
dead Uromastiz, No. 361-364 1N 1T M.

Measurments : Total length of the adult 60 cm, upper labizal 14 scales, back
without tubercles.

Remarks ; This Uromastix found usually between smail bushes. Skeleton of
dead specimens can be seen morethan alives.

Genus : Agaema (Daudin)

Agama blanfordi (Anderson, 1966)

Material examined : Two, Kspt in IL.N.H.M. 365-366

Remarks : Mostly seen in evening on rocky hills.

Agama pallide (Reuss, 1833) ,

Material examined : Four, No. 367-371 ILN.H.M.
Family : Scincidae

Genus : Scincus (Laurentl)

Scincus conirosris (Blanford, 1881)
Material examined : Three, No. 372-374 I.N.H.M.

Measurments : Snont-vent length 70-85mm., tail 49-50mm., 9 upper labials.
Remarks : Study of this lizard is intresting since its Measurments was out
of the range given for this species by Anderson (1974). Alan E. Leviton
of Calif. Acﬁd. of Scices (personal communication) thought that these
gpecimens are intermediate between Scincus conirosiris and S. mecenszis

from the region between Al-Laith on Red sea coast and Hail

Genus : Ablepharus (Fitzinger)

Ablenharus brandtir (Strauch, 1865)

Material examined : one specimen No, 275 L.N.H.M.
Family : Lacertidae

@Genus : Acanthodactylus (Fitzlnger)
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Acanthodactylus schmidiiii (Flass, 1957)
Materlal examined : Fifteen, No. 376-350, IL.N.H.M.

Remarks: This lizard feeds mostly on Ingeets, it has intresting way for catlng
Iarge beetles. First thy cut the head and making a holo from which the
body contents i8 sucked.

Acanthodactylus scutellalus (Audouin, 1829)
Material examined : one No. 392 IN.H.M.

Measurmentsg : Snout-vent length 53mum., tall 27mm., upper labials 8§ scales.
Acanthodactylus boskianus (Duadin, 1802)

Material examined : One, No. 391 ILN.H.M.
Genus : Eremias (Fitzinger)

Eremias brevirostris (Blanford, 1874)

Material examined : Three, No. 393-395 LN.H.M.

Suborder : Ophidia
Family : Boidas

Genua : Eryz (Daudin)

Eryzx jayakari (Boulenger 1888)

This is the first record of this snake in Irag, since the only Poidae
Eryx joculus (Linnaeus, 1758) was known in our country (Norman, 1932;
Khalaf, 1959; Mahdl and Georg, 1969).

Material examined : Two, No. 320-321 LN.H.M. Fig : 1.2

Measurments : Female attains total length of 40cm., its measurements fits
with the description of the type given by Boulenger (1888). Ventrals to
scales, subcaudals 20, 11 upper labials, the 3rd is the deepest, extending
to the loreal. Rostral large and broad with angular horizontal edge
The rostral, internasal and a small shelld meet their angles forming
X-shape structure. Tail ending with a claw like horney scute. Vestigeal

hind limbs occur as spurs on each side of cloacal opening.

Male has greater length of 48cm., but shorter tail as 15mm., 10 subcaud
colour of alivespecimens bright orange with transverse black and
strips venteral gside white,
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Family : Colubridac

Genus : Lytorhynchus (Peters)

Lyterhynchus diadema (Dumeril and Bibron, 1954)
Material examined : One male, No. 322 LN.H.M.

Measurements: Total length 38cm, taill 36mm. ventrals 173, subcaudols 33,
8 upper labials, 44 dorsal blotches and each iz widerthan Interspace.

Remarks: This harmless snake seem to be Intermediate between L. diadema
and L. gaddi ( Nikolsky ). Leviton and Anderson (1973) beleved that
L. diadema mesopotamicus (Hass, 1952) is a synonym of L. gaddi. But
we beleved that all diadema group is one species.

Genus : Malpolon (Fitzinger)
Malpolon moilensis (Reuss 1837)

Material examined : 10 specimens, No. 323-332 I.N.H.M.
Measurements : The longest male has a total length of 1i2cm., tail 1icm,,

9-10 upper labials.

Remarks : This snake with tow grooved phangs in the back of the maxillary
teeth. Some times it seems like a hooded cobra in the field, raising the

head and flattening both throat and neck.

Genus : Coluber (Linnacus)
Coluber cliffordi (Schlegel, 1837)

Material examined : One male, No. 334 I.N.H.M.

Measurments : Total length 82 cm., tail 19.5 cm., ventrals 223 scales, subca-
udals 27, upper labials 12, Dorsals white in colour with green blotches

and regular lateral blotches.
Family : Viperidae

Genus : Cerates (Linnaeus)
Cerastes cerastes gasperretti (Liviton and Aaderson 1967) Horned sand viper.
Material examined : 25 specimens, No. 835-360 I.N.H.M.

Measurments: Total length 65-73 em., tail 7-8 cm., 125 ventrals, 14 upper
Iabials.
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Remarks : This snake was found in a large population, hundereds of them
wre killed in area of 20 km.sg. some have horns, others without, Mostly

one pair of venomous teeth in the front of the maxilly, but somtimes two.
pairs.

Colour, the young specimens have bright grey spots with some scaltered
yellow and green cells. but elder specimens have dull brown spots.

They feed mostly on rodents.

Order : Chelonia
Suborder: Sryptodira

Family : Testudinidae

Genus : Mauremys (Gray)
Mauremys caspica caspica (Gmelin 1774)
Material examined : Two, No. 416-417 Dep. in IN.H.M.

Remarks : It was found in a small pond 3 meter below ground level.
ACKNOWIEDGEMENTS

Profound thanks to Dr. Alan HE. Leviton, Herp. Dept. of Calif. Acad.
of scinces of san Francisco, for higs great help in recheking some of our
materials.

LITERATURE CITED

Anderon, S.C. 1974, Preliminary key to the turtles, lizards and Amphisbhae-
nians of Iran. Fieldiana, 56 (4) : 27-44.
: 1979 Synopeis of the turtles.. crocodiles and amphisbaenians
of Iran., Cal. Acad. Of Sciences 4 th series, Vol. XILi N 22:501-528.
Arnold, E.N. 1980 Reptiles of Saudi Arabia, Fauna of Saudi Arabic 2:368-404.

Boulenger, G.A. 1888 Descrition of a new snake from Muscat, Arabia. Ann.
Mag. Nat. (6)ii : 508.

Corkill, N.L. 1932 Snakes and snake bite in Iraqg, London, pp. 51.

Hass, G. 1952 Two collections of reptiles from Iraq with description of two
new forms. Copeia, 1:20-22,

Khalaf, K.T. 1959 Reptiles of Irag with some notes on amhibians. Baghdad,
Al-Rabite Press.

70




S. R. A frasiab and H. A, Alf

Leviton, A.E. and Anderson, 8.C. 1970 Review of the snakes of the Gemiw
Lytorhynchus. Cal.Acad. of Sciences, 4th series, 37(7)249-274.

Mahdl, N, and George, P.V. 1969 A systematic list of the vericbrates of
Ireq. Iraq Nat. Hist. Mus, Publ, No, 26,

Reed C.A. and Marx H. 1959 : A herpetological collection from northeasterm
Iroq. Trans. Kans. Acad. Sci. 62(1) : 91-122.

e




Bull, Irag nat. Hist, Mys.

(1989 & (2): 65-73

Sl ez ¢ Waa I ol o (p P19 (p S geTe Jg2 2 N
Pl s (s Gt M plasy Slals

A AN

e oo aan F A ity 36 Yo Ll oda s

Eryx jayakari dol] oy o Gl =) Csix 5 nad) Ot Ada

o it Ugnaal olEadllly el bl oo eukel 4y

C el

T2



SR.Afrasiab and H.A. All

igureg 1-2 : Eryx jayak:.ri {Boulenger)
£yom Romaila west of Basrah south

of Irag.,
.




