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Reptilia: Squamata: Lacertoidea: Lacertidae: Acanthodactylus

Acanthodactylus Aureus GüNrHnn, r9o3

Common names: Golden Fringe-fingered Lizard (E), Acantho-
Jactyle dord (F), Lagartija dorada (S).

Range: Morocco, Mauritania and Senegal.

Distribution in Morocco: Acanthodactylus Aureus occupies a vasr

;oastal area from Agadir in the north to the Atlantic Sahara in
rhe south, penetrating inland over roo km, depending on the
regions. Most inland populations are recorded from near Smara, .,;.',.:
.rrrd just north of Adrar Souttouff (Vrlo-ANroN c/ al. zoß). ,,

\ltitude: o-jto m.

Identification: A medium-sizedlizard (reaching i.i cm SVL and

,iround 17 cm total length). The snout is very pointed, front
.liqhtly concave. Fourth and fifth supralabials fused, very long,
:eaching behind the middle of the subocular. Dorsal scales vary
:n size according to population, they are either equal in size on
:he dorsum and on the flanks or larger on the back. Sandy-

-ream colouration with scarcely contrasting blotches and stripes

:n ridults. AJong the dorsum, especially in subadults and females,
-.our to six longitudinal light stripes with dark maculations on
:hese stripes delimiting a series of quadrangular spots. This pat-
:e rn is characteristic to A. aureus and another species belonging

.i';:i;..t'-f:il1.-

Fig. 437 Portrait of an Acanthodactylus Aureus from El Argoub.
G. MenrirqEz DEL Minrro:

to the same group, A. taghitensis (yet to be recorded in N{oroc-

co). The other members of the Acanthodactylus scutellatu-, conr-

plex have different dorsal patterns even as subadults or females.

Males in breeding attire have no stripes, but are reticulated on .:

golden yellow ground. Juveniles have a more contrasting dorse.

pattern and a blue tail.
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Itcrnil'cncs. I hhlil.r.

Habitat: N{ainlv restrictrcl to sandv ererls \\'irh sprtrsc \ c{t't.}I1L :'

Biologv: ,{ diurnal spccics, '1. tltrft'tri spe ltcls llltlch titlic [r.tsk:: -
lrtrcl Inoving Llr.licklv lrroltncl bLtshcs to cripttlre prer' .ttt.l e \L.l:'-

predirtors. Us,-'s srnall holcs irr thc srincl .ts rt rclirgc. Irt It.tl''it.,
n'ith cletrse veqrtirtion or u'ithottt Irrrtch s,tltcl Itcar the co.tst. i:

re placec'l l-,r' A. lttts,rtki ctr A. boskittttrs.

Renrarks: Acttttltor/,tct-1,/tts rl!!i't'trs is lt ttte Ittbcr of thc A. ;, trt,,.,
///-i qrorrp firrnring an olcl sLrbclaclc u'irh,-1. tttgltitt:ttsis (l+.() Ill

liorr ve ers .live rqcncc fl-onr all othe r spe cie s ol Acttttl,orltrtt.l ltt
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